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Project Story 

The land trust is conserving and restoring two parcels along Jack Creek, 

totaling 483 acres, between Oregon’s Hart Mountain National Antelope 

Refuge and Nevada’s Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge. The effort builds 

on acquisitions of over 1,000 acres in the area during the past year. 

Pronghorn antelope, North America’s fastest land mammal, and other 

wildlife still thrive in the area. This area is one of the largest intact 

portions of shrub-steppe habitat left in Oregon and the United States. 

Landscape Context 

The Hart Mountain and Sheldon region spans over two million acres of 

public lands and provides essential habitat for hundreds of species of 

wildlife, including the threatened Greater sage-grouse. Private lands, 

which control much of the water in the region, are critical to maintaining 

habitat resilience in the face of climate change. The land trust has 

prioritized avoiding development in the corridor between the refuges—the 

buttes, sagebrush, meadows and springs along the pronghorn’s route—for 

wildlife connectivity, conservation values, restoration opportunities, cultural 

preservation, and public recreation.   

How the project advances climate resilience 

Climate change is predicted to have the greatest impact on arid systems 

such as Oregon’s Great Basin. The temperature increase in southeastern 

Oregon has been among the greatest increases of any location in the 

U.S., and this will have serious repercussions for biological diversity, 

ecosystem services, and sustainability. Over 350 plants and animals in the 

region have been identified as species of concern. Avoiding development 

and restoring important upland and wet meadow habitat in this area will 

maintain habitat resilience in the region. 

Project Highlights 

• These lands lie within the Beaty Butte 
Sagebrush Focal Area, one of six areas 
across the United States that U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has identified as the most 
important habitat for the long-term survival of 
Greater sage-grouse.

• Springs on the acquired parcels contribute to 
a regional wildlife corridor connecting 
seasonal migration between nearby Hart 
Mountain and Sheldon National Wildlife 
Refuges.

• The parcels are adjacent to the 38,974-acre 
High Lakes Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern, federally designated for its unique 
botanical, cultural, and wildlife values. It 
contains one of the richest archaeological 
records in terms of the number and age of 
sites in North America.

Restoration Activities Planned 

• Decommissioning over 1 mile of primitive 
routes and roads on the parcels

• Removal of two structures, obsolete fencing, 
and debris to address invasive species

• Recovery of native plant communities in 
disturbed areas associated with structures 
and debris

• Restoration of springs, wet meadows, and the 
seasonal creek

http://www.oregondesertlandtrust.org/


Greater sage-grouse are experiencing population declines 

across the West (Photo: USFWS). 

The project area is located 12km south and 15 km north of Hart Mountain and 

Sheldon Refuges, respectively. The private parcels lie between several public 

lands areas managed for biodiversity (General public lands in gray). 

Beatys Butte summit (7,885 ft.) is a nearby 

parcel owned by the land trust. 

(Photo: G. Wuerthner) 

Pronghorn use the properties to migrate between 

Hart and Sheldon Refuges (Photo: G. Burke).  

u

Volunteers completing site restoration to remove a structure and debris 

on nearby summit of Beatys Butte (Photo: Oregon Desert Land Trust).  
The parcels are part of what is often termed as “the Sagebrush Sea”. 

Jack Creek flows seasonally through the property (Photo: Oregon 
Desert Land Trust).  




