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From the River to the Ocean 

Wren Marsh expands a 1,000-acre conservation area on the central 

Oregon coast, offering an incredible opportunity to protect, restore, and 

steward the critical tidal estuary of the Siuslaw River. 

History and Landscape Context 

Marsh and Sitka spruce and crabapple tidal swamps once blanketed this 

land, as in many estuaries of the Pacific Northwest. The marshes and 

swamps were made up of deep tidal channels snaking through multi-

layered vegetation and abundant woody debris. These habitats are now 

almost completely gone from our region, threatening the survival of 

salmon and many other sensitive birds and wildlife species. 

Restoration: Bringing Back the Tides 

A decade ago, McKenzie River Trust acquired property on the banks of 

the Siuslaw River near Florence, Oregon. McKenzie River Trust and other 

partners will lead a major restoration project on the property in the coming 

years to restore the complex estuary ecosystem, benefitting native fish 

like coastal coho and Chinook salmon and steelhead. 

The acquisition of Wren Marsh protects a key parcel adjacent to this 

restoration project area. Planned activities include: 

 Carving a 150-foot breach in the levee that currently cuts off the twice-
daily flow of the tides 

 Excavating new tidal channels to divert water away from the adjacent 

highway 

 Establishing a setback dike or seawall to protect neighbors to the east 

 Reintroducing native vegetation to the tidal swamp 

 Removing obstructing power lines and other infrastructure 

Project Highlights 

 Located in a historic estuary near Florence, 

Oregon 

 Adjacent to over 1,000 acres of land in 

conservation 

 Restoring tidal flow to reestablish habitat for 

juvenile salmon 

 Restoration partnership with the Confederated 

Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua, and 

Siuslaw Indians, Siuslaw Watershed Council, 

and federal and local government agencies 

 Benefits coho salmon, shorebirds, and other 

sensitive wildlife species. 

Advancing Climate Resilience 

Estuary wetlands, connected to adjacent 

waterways by levees and dikes, are resilient to 

climate change. The wetlands' rich, wet soil has 

significant capacity to store carbon, in some 

cases more than forested areas. Tidal flow will 

bring in additional sediment that over time raises 

the elevation of the property, slowing the sea 

leave rise in that area. The land will thus be able 

to sustain wildlife habitat longer and more 

efficiently once the restoration work is complete. 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Kali/Downloads/mckenzieriver.org


 

Volunteers in the project area work to pull invasive species. (Photo: 
Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siletz Indians) 

 

A bird’s eye view of the project in the Siuslaw 
River estuary. (Photo: Roy Lowe/USFWS) 

Wren Marsh is near the iconic Cushman 
Landing railroad bridge. (Photo: Morgan Heim) 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
   
  
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
  

 
 
 
  
  
 
  
  
 
  
   
 
 
 
  

“The Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower 

Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians, the Siuslaw 

Watershed Council, and a network of 

government agencies are our partners in 

conservation in this region. Together, our 

knowledge, technical expertise, and flexibility 

expands the capability to preserve coastal 

lands and waters.” 

— Joe Moll, McKenzie River Trust Executive Director 
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Clean Water for People and Wildlife 

The headwaters of the McKenzie River in western Oregon are renowned for 

their clarity and consistent flow. Emerging ice cold and blue from the volcanic 

filter of Cascades basalt, the river drops through thick forests, nurturing bull 

trout and Chinook salmon along the way. At its first major convergences with 

its South Fork and with the Blue River, the McKenzie takes on a new feel, 

meandering among side channels that offer new habitats and more 

approachable waters.  

The Finn Rock Reach Phase II project will expand protection for this key 

area on the middle McKenzie River. The land purchase will connect other 

conservation areas and publicly owned land to create a 13-mile stretch of 

protected riverfront in a critical area for fishing and wildlife. 

Landscape Context 

Nearby side channels and ponds are home to Chinook salmon, bull trout, 

red-legged frogs, western pond and western painted turtles, Oregon chub, 

and many more sensitive species. By protecting the forest at Finn Rock 

Reach, we will connect land to offer a continuous stretch for migratory birds 

and fish to travel safely. This reach of the river is also renowned for fishing 

and boating. The Finn Rock Boat Landing is the launch point for thousands 

of raft and drift boat trips down the McKenzie River every year. 

Advancing Climate Resilience 

The McKenzie River is the sole source of drinking water for over 200,000 

people in Oregon’s Willamette Valley. As climate change pressures more 

residents to move to the Pacific Northwest, protecting safe drinking water is 

even more essential. Restoration of the floodplain and fish habitat are 

underway upstream from Finn Rock Reach Phase II, supporting biodiversity 

and species protection. 

Highlights 

• Protects the primary drinking water source for 
over 200,000 people

• Adds to other public and land trust 
conservation lands to create a 13-mile stretch 
of protected riverfront

• Ideal spawning and rearing grounds for Spring 

Chinook salmon, bull trout, and others

• Species of interest in project area include 
lamprey, western pond turtle, and 

red-legged frog

• Acquisition will create a connected area of 
protected land along five miles of the 
McKenzie River

• Popular for fishing, hiking, and other recreation

Restoration Activities Planned 

• Major floodplain restoration upriver in planning 

and implementation stages

• Widening the floodplain area will create ideal 
spawning ground for fish

• Active Friends of Finn Rock volunteer group 
will steward the property, removing trash and 
invasive species

• Other project partners include the McKenzie 
Watershed Council and the U.S. Forest Service

http://www.mckenzieriver.org/


Finn Rock Reach is approximately 40 miles east of Eugene, Oregon. 
Spring Chinook salmon spawn and rear 

in in the crystalline waters of Finn Rock 

Reach.

Finn Rock Reach is one of the most popular fishing and 

boating areas along the renowned McKenzie River.  

Map shows parcels purchased in 2016 (Phase I) and current acquisition. 

"The great value of this acquisition by the 

McKenzie River Trust is that it accommodates 

and honors both the river and its people. I’ve 

waited 45 years to see this come about: serious 

attention to the life of the river that brings 

Eugene its water and that provides those of us 

who live along its course endless illustrations of 

how resplendent the world really is." 

— Barry Lopez, Author and Finn Rock resident since 1969 

  (All Photos: Tim Giraudier/Beautiful Oregon) 


