
 
Alliance Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) Talking Points 

& Congressional Requests 
  

 HFRP helps landowners restore, enhance & protect forestland resources on private  
lands through easements and financial assistance. 

 HFRP aids the recovery of endangered & threatened species under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, improving plant & animal biodiversity & enhancing carbon sequestration. 

 Urge Congress to reauthorize HFRP and restore mandatory funding to $12 million a 
year. 

 Urge Congress to expand eligibility for working forests under HFRP: 

Incorporate restored forestlands 
Clarify that private forestland or land being restored to forestland are eligible for 
HFRP. 

Inclusion of suitable species habitat 
Clarify that forests that already provide suitable species habitat should be eligible to 
be enrolled in permanent conservation easements. 

Allow for restoration exception 
Exempt landowners from the restoration requirements if the land is already managed 
for species protection. 

 Urge Congress to permit tribes to sell permanent conservation easements on land they 
own in fee. 

 
Farm Bill Talking Points 

  
 Farm Bill conservation programs taken in total are the largest single federal source of 

funding for private land conservation. 

 Supporting these programs is critical for the protection of high-priority farm and 
ranch lands, grasslands, wetlands and forests. 

 The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) is a major component of the 
Farm Bill. It provides financial and technical assistance to conserve agricultural lands 
and wetlands and their related benefits. More specifically, it supplies matching funds 
that land trusts can use to purchase conservation easements. 

 The Agricultural Land Easement Program (ALE) is a component of ACEP. It consists of 
a voluntary conservation easement program that protects working farms and ranch-
es. 

 The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is also part of the Farm Bill. It 
enlists partner groups to coordinate the conservation of natural resources at both 
the national and state levels. Land trusts can also acquire conservation easements 
using RCPP funds. 

 The 2014 Farm Bill will be reauthorized for 2018. It is crucial for the newest version 

of the bill to include increased funding and streamlined processes. 

 
Land and Water Conservation Fund Talking Points 

  
 The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is the nation’s premier land conserva-

tion program. It provides funds to protect national parks and forests, land by rivers, 
lakes and oceans, working forests, farms and ranches, fish and wildlife refuges, trails 
and state and local parks. 

 LWCF has protected land in every state and supported over 41,000 state and local 
park projects. 

 LWCF provides 9.4 million jobs in urban and rural communities and contributes a total 
of $1.06 trillion annually to the national economy. 

 LWCF has garnered strong bipartisan and popular support. 82% of voters in a biparti-
san poll believe the program should continue to receive funding. 

 Funding for LWCF is obtained by investing a small portion of federal offshore drilling 
fees towards protecting important land, water, and recreation areas. 

 However, the future of LWCF is in jeopardy due to funding issues. While $900 million 
from offshore royalties is deposited each year in a LWCF federal treasury account, 
more than $20 billion of those funds have been diverted elsewhere. 

 LWCF is only reauthorized through September 30, 2018. It is crucial that the program 

be permanently reauthorized with full and dedicated funding. 

 



 
Farm Bill Congressional Requests 

 
1) Restore funding for ACEP to at least $500 million per year. 
2) Streamline & increase the flexibility of the ALE program. 

 Ease administrative burden by removing ALE Plans from minimum deed terms, al-
lowing participation in ecosystem markets, allowing subsurface mineral develop-
ment as long as no negative impact to conservation values & clarifying the contin-
gent right of enforcement. 

 Allow landowners’ donations & expenses to satisfy matching requirements for 
ACEP investments. 

 Create opportunities for beginning farmers to acquire agricultural lands. 

 Allow certified entities to write their own minimum deed terms & revise the crite-
ria for certification. 

 Exempt ACEP from the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Limitation. 

 Consider state priorities when establishing evaluation & ranking criteria. 

 Allow greater flexibility for ongoing management. 

 Clarify provisions regarding fraud or negligence. 
3) Increase funding for RCPP to improve program efficiency and outcomes. 

 
Alliance Nutritional Benefits Talking Points 

& Congressional Requests 
  

 The Farmers Market and Local Food Promotion Program (FMLFPP) is a USDA admin-
istered grant program designed to increase domestic consumption of, and access to, 
locally and regionally produced agricultural products. 

 FMLFPP helps develop new market opportunities for farm and ranch operations 
serving local markets. 

 FMLFPP helps develop, improve and expand direct product-to-consumer market 
opportunities, providing outreach, training and technical assistance. 

 Urge Congress to maintain mandatory funding for FMLFPP at $33 million. 

 The Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) Grant Program supports projects to 
increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables among low-income consumers partic-
ipating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by providing in-
centives at the point of purchase. 

 FINI brings together stakeholders from distinct parts of the food system to foster 
nutritional improvements. 

 Urge Congress to provide $100 million in mandatory funding for FINI. 

 

 
Alliance Tax Talking Points & Congressional Request 

  
 The conservation easement tax incentive allows landowners to take a charitable deduc-

tion for the fair market value of the easement, making conservation a viable option for 
land-rich, cash-poor landowners who have no other alternatives. 

 While the vast majority of these donations are truly charitable endeavors, a few bad ac-
tors are promoting conservation easements as a way for investors to make a fast profit. 

 IRS data released in 2017 shows that a sampling of these transactions enabled investors 
to claim deductions valued at nine times the amount of their original investment. 

 To combat these bad actors, on Nov. 28, 2017, the House introduced H.R. 4459, the bipar-
tisan Charitable Conservation Easement Program Integrity Act. 

On February 15, 2018- A companion measure, S. 2436, was introduced in the Senate. 

 Support and cosponsor the Charitable Conservation Easement Integrity Act: H.R. 4459 / S. 
2436 

 These straightforward and narrowly drafted bills prohibit transactions that generate 
profit in the short-term (five years or less) and ensure that legitimate conservation 
transactions are not impacted. 

They also include an exception for family partnerships. 

 
Land and Water Conservation Fund Congressional Requests 

  
 Urge Congress to permanently reauthorize LWCF with full and dedicated funding 

at $900 million for fiscal year 2019. This funding will benefit all parts of LWCF, 
including: 
 National Park Service State and Local Program grants. 

 Forest Legacy Program and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Section 6 grants. 

 Funding for national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges. 

 Bureau of Land Management lands. 

 Urge Congress to support and cosponsor the following bills: 
 H.R. 502, To permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

 S. 869, A bill to permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund. This is a partner bill to H.R. 502. 

 S. 569, Land and Water Conservation Authorization and Funding Act. 

  


