
 
 
 
 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Support Reauthorization and Full Funding for LWCF 

 
What is the Land and Water Conservation Fund? 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) was established by Congress in 1964 with a strong 

bipartisan commitment to protect natural, cultural and water resources including national parks and 

forests, land by rivers, lakes and oceans, working forests, farms and ranches, fish and wildlife refuges, 

trails, and state and local parks. Over the past five decades, LWCF has touched every state and helped 

protect America’s most treasured places, from the Grand Canyon National Park to the Appalachian 

National Scenic Trail, to your favorite neighborhood park or playground. 

 

Why support LWCF? 

LWCF protects watersheds and drinking water supplies, preserves our national heritage and conserves 

natural areas and open space for wildlife and recreation. Since the LWCF was created, it has protected 

lands and waters in every state, supporting over 41,000 state and local park projects. It provides 9.4 

million sustainable, domestic jobs in urban and rural communities across America while contributing a 

total of $1.06 trillion annually to the national economy. Whether it is close to home or a vacation 

destination, thanks to the LWCF all Americans can enjoy outdoor activities such as hunting, fishing, 

camping, picnicking, climbing, hiking, paddling, backcountry skiing, mountain biking and wildlife viewing. 

 

How is LWCF funded? 

LWCF is a simple idea: invest a small portion of federal offshore drilling fees towards protecting 

important land, water and recreation areas for all Americans. These are not taxpayer dollars. Each year, 

$900 million from offshore royalties is deposited into a LWCF federal treasury account. However, more 

than $20 billion of those funds have been diverted elsewhere. Another obstacle is that LWCF expired in 

2015 after 50 years of success. It was reinstated within months, but is only authorized through 

September 30, 2018.  

 

How does Congress influence the future of LWCF? 

Permanent reauthorization and full, dedicated funding will ensure high and consistent levels of funding 

for all parts of LWCF: state grants, the Forest Legacy Program, National Park Service State and Local 

program, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Section 6 grants, as well as funding for national parks, forests and 

wildlife refuges, and Bureau of Land Management lands. As such, it is critical that LWCF be permanently 

reauthorized with full, dedicated funding at $900 million/year. 

 

We urge you to reauthorize the LWCF by supporting H.R. 502 / S. 896 and S.569. 

We urge you to fully fund the LWCF at $900 million/year.  


