
 

 
 

 

 

 

Land Trust Alliance: 2018 Farm Bill Recommendations 

 
Protecting Vital Investments in Our Forests 

Support HFRP  
 

Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) 
 
The Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) helps landowners restore, enhance and protect forestland 
resources on private lands through easements and financial assistance. In addition, HFRP also aids the 
recovery of endangered and threatened species under the Endangered Species Act, improves plant and 
animal biodiversity and enhances carbon sequestration.  
 
We recommend the following to protect America’s working forests: 
 
1) Funding Levels 

 Reauthorize HFRP and restore mandatory funding to $12 million a year.  
 
2) Expanding Eligibility for Working Forests under HFRP 

 Incorporate restored forestlands: Clarify that private forestland or land being restored to 
forestland is eligible for HFRP. Currently, lands that are in the process of being restored to 
forestland are not eligible for HFRP. 

 

 Inclusion of suitable species habitat: Clarify that forests that already provide suitable species 
habitat should be eligible to be enrolled in permanent conservation easements. Presently, there 
are situations in which only “acres in need of restoration” are eligible, which excludes acres that 
are in good condition but still are at risk of conversion to another use. 

 

 Allow for restoration exception: Exempt landowners from the restoration requirements if the 
land is already managed for species protection. Currently a landowner is responsible for the 
restoration component—regardless of whether the land is already managed for species 
protection—to qualify for a permanent easement.  

 
3) Tribal Authority 

 Permit sale of permanent conservation easements on lands owned in fee: Advocate that tribes 
be allowed to sell permanent conservation easements on land they own in fee. This action 
simply mirrors the authority tribes are given under Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 
(ACEP). 

 
We urge Congress to restore mandatory funding for HFRP, expand eligibility and make HFRP equitable 

with ACEP for Native American tribes. 
 


