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Gideon v. Wainwright | Document Analysis'—
Answer Key

Answer the following questions using the photos of Gideon’s petition (pages 2-0):

1. Type of document (check one):

Newspaper Letter Patent Memorandum
Map Telegram Press release Report
Advertisement Congressional Census report X_ Other:

record

2. Unique physical qualities of the document (check one or more and note details):

X_ Interesting X_ Handwritten Typed Seals
letterhead
X _ “Received” Other: Details: The document is stamped indicating
stamp it was received during the October Term

1961, U.S. Supreme Court

3. Author (or creator) of the document:

The petition is signed by Clarence Earl Gideon, petitioner.

4. Why do you think this document was written?

In the petition, Gideon is asking the Supreme Court of the United States to hear his case.
(He argues that one cannot get a fair trial without the aid of counsel. He asks the Court to

issue a writ of certiorari.)

5. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the
document.

Students may cite various passages from the document, which may include the following:

e DPetitioner submits that the Supreme Court of the United States has the authority and

! Adapted from the National Archives and Records Administration’s “Analyze a Written Document” resource.
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jurisdiction to review the final judgment of the Supreme Court of the state of Florida...
because the 14th admendment [sic] of the constitution and the fifth and sixth articales
[sic] of the Bill of rights has been violated.

e He ask [sic] the lower court for the aid of counsel. The court refused this aid. Petitioner
told the court that this court had made decision [sic] to the effect that all citizens tried
for a felony should have aid of counsel. The lower court ignored this plea. c. Wherefore
the premises considered it is respectfully contested [sic] that the decision of the court

below was in error and the case should be review|[sic].

6. Discuss responses with your classmates.
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DIVISION OF CORRECTIONS

CORRESPONDENCE REGULATIONS

MAIL WikL NOT BE DELIVERED WHICH DOES NOT CONFORM WITH THESE RULES

No. 1 -- Only 2 letters each week, not to exceed 2 sheets letter-size 8 1/2 x 11" and written on one side only,
and if ruled paper, do nol write betweenlines. Your complete name must be signed at the close of your letter. Clippings,
stamps, letters from other people, slationery or cash must not be enclosed in your letters.

No. 2 -- All lefters must be addressed in the complete prison name of the inmate. Cell number, where appli-
cable, and prison number must be placed in lower left corner of envelope, with your complete name and address in the
upper left corner.

No. 3 -- Do not send any packages without a Hzr.‘lwgu Permit, Unauthorized packages will be destroyed.

No. 4 -- Leilers must be written l.n Ensush only.

No. 5 -- Books, pap of reputable ck will be ed only {f malled
direct from the publisher.

No. 6 -- Money must be sent in the form of Postal Money Ordersonly, In the inmate's complete prison name
and prison number.
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CORRESPONDENCE REGULATIONS

MAIL WILL NOT BE DELIVERED WHICH DOES NOT CONFORM WITH THESE RULES

No. 1-- Only 2 letters each week, not to exceed 2 sheets letter-size 8 1/2 x 11" and written on one side only,
and if ruled paper, do not write betweenlines. Youwr complete name must be signed at the close of your letter. Clippings,
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upper left corner.

No. 3 -- Do not send any packages without a Package Permii. Unauthorized packages will be destroyed
No. 4 -- Lellers must be written Ln Bngush only.
No. 5 -- Books, mag pamp and papers of reputable character will be delivered only if mailed

direct from the publisher.
No. 6 -- Money must be sent in the form of Postal Money Ordersonly, in the inmate's complete prison name

and prison number.

INSTITUTION CELL

NAME R

_&_{/)" ef}“Mm_eﬁﬁz/-)"l‘!f‘ﬁT ﬁ'f //5 | CQMSPL/EJ;‘/_Q_h_
and /A= 'flffﬂ’ end swlt oyZicales a Jhe

EAZ/_MQAZ,LAQ: Bomim vinkZe, *M
v J:ZzicJ_blicg_Z}f_e e :cdu;a_a_ﬁfj_::_C_u:L
Be lovrden /zuf_ZzL: pe? o er a W-1"0R
#QAM a /)74413_&_:_&11[@_2;9&

ey eyrse Jo- , T awa—;/or;— Vibus Kemcisies

L%Q_GLJ ZZ:::LQQ&:: =
214/) lQ#“jﬂg—t
jAu el 774>L&Q_Z_aL¢ i e/‘?’m

f_ﬁjg_lda_/_ﬁ zt_ﬂaﬂdzuj Cﬂ)_/gu,pw
Zo 7t e X Var e EawiTe Fattin
M#ﬂ:_

L MMArQA/
ndd @ulbarilies cil=g/

o) /,,/a_-a 27105y Forr Woyil—o F Mebevs Coyisus
A—LfaJ—C—Zﬁ/—l‘—/E/a)'/c{Q_.i'{?ALchsqe Cdf}-/‘j
(a'nS/c/eMdUéW)? 0”&
Wi o P Cas=Z70)ra¥/. :
‘gﬂ—s—ﬂﬁ—ﬁmﬂlﬂ Covy? 2 70/‘_/13_1_0_/qr¢_a’_1u
Wyl ,any apinin ,_ﬁ_u/_z_x:aLZchaf Cov T~
Zen )ocf" 7 on £or H/)'/ 7o KaBlevs
Czu‘;f—’ys_da_&géﬁc&b_u_&_é LPE), By—e
MTGLA:#_MZ‘&_@_M adle q2er7 a¥
ol L L7 :

/3&2;7:/_@1;;:;_:4#2@# Zhe/ fw Aos

A:::)Laie 0 ved 4%%&..;‘_7[_&%
Aobevs Cay “pus el I70% alle ing Zhel

Ml oo - 25l muusl~ Mlae Sae jaed

© 2020 Street Law, Inc. 4



LandmarkCases.org Gideon v. Wainwright / Document Analysis

DIVISION OF CORRECTIONS

CORRESPONDENCE REGULATIONS

MAIL wi|.|. NOT BE DELIVERED WHICH DOES NOT CONFORM WITH THESE RULES

No. 1-- Only 2 letters each week, not to exceed 2 sheets letter-size 8 1/2 x 11" and written on one side only,
and if ruled paper, do not write betweenlines. Your complete name must be signed at the close of your letter. Clippings,
slamps, letters (rom other people, stationery or msh must not be enclosed In your letters.

No. 2 -- All letters must be add d in the 1t prison name of the inmate. Cell number, where appli-
cable, and prison number must be placed in lower left corner of envelope, with your complete name and address in the
upper left corner.

No. 3 -- Do not send any packages without a Package Permit., Unauthorized packages will be destroyed.

. No. 4 -- Leiters muamge written in Engmh only.
No. 5 -- Books, and s of reputable character will be delivered only if mailed

direct from the publisher.
No. 6 -- Money must be sent in the form of Postal Money Ordersonly, In the inmate's complete prison name
and prison number.

INSTITUTION CELL

Fedeya %zuc: Von o SvhsFence, 1 v @ ey
ol it gecerd wilh Zhe 220 lu:_:z&/e i
Mﬂ1s_4_ﬁﬂls_&hﬂr<zéé’c_édwf

alllbe Jinre o Zdiﬁfﬁz’zca :);LZ:‘_lgﬁ__
P czs‘Lz/’L.:A_QAua@: ,):Z,Ezr' &L e/ o

,&7‘/‘43—“—% fd/a/7.¢¢_¢a_a,_,t,ZA_szZ‘z‘/f_Lr__
ga_/#al:am ;"'Z_ZAQ_E_M

7"/‘07'L d// P el /AZeh: Zr)ed roy ‘7(\::/92 e
A u/qQ:_o_ze_QL:/ ag‘,,z,maa:@é_ﬁ_r: Jaz/cj—~

MoYesd SAH ! e, _
‘,ﬁcz 282 =y &LZA_Q_Z;’DJ"/QLZL

9»-71/ 7_9)’):-)”.: Pl P )//a/@ah s @ TS99 fezzce
/ﬁJ_’ﬁL&QAf/asf_m_@ALLM Wi/ Fh e 291 ]maT
M%Z}Q:Z; Léqafz? e:fjg{
Q,La‘./aﬁc.a y;;::é_ﬁiazjidm

&MZMJcnlff nee, peﬁfm@n wes
—W—LM aﬂfﬂam:&efwg_@i
ZA& zz;sdz enad Zid ol 49.2‘,2444;/;44433::/ @Nnd
Q Ax_mm G,é-/é-aaﬁf gfeé-;n_ﬁ
neh %AJ_s_mgn/;e_faau _Cmagﬁc)xg
ot uwhii S g sva:JMJLa/{—ZE—&Z(b—JJ a’, Meza/c
@ Prima Aeciq s Ao 1@l 2P~
d_ue.js_x USGA. CML

Arndrd. 14 ) W/ //M_Z_zf:a__iff >= s,
ﬁz—afc. _ae );D_.s:..m.aué‘ e L.y - iun i

ﬁaw&/ m__é;g—_assfzn d Lo XAs .
g aLceéJ_—é__*-‘- Wm#ﬁ/_" —

© 2020 Street Law, Inc. 5



LandmarkCases.org Gideon v. Wainwright / Document Analysis

DIVISION OF CORRECTIONS

CORRESPONDENCE REGULATIONS

MAIL WILL NOT BE DELIVERED WHICH DOES NOT CONFORM WITH THESE RULKS

No. 1-- Only 2 letters each week, not to exceed 2 sheets letter-size 8 1/2 x 11" and written on one side only,
and if ruled paper, do not write betweenlines, Your complete name must be signed at the close of your letter. Clippings,
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CORRESPONDENCE REGULATIONS

MAIL WILL NOT BE DELIVERED WHICH DOES NOT CONFORM WITH THESE RULKES

No. 1-- Only 2 letters each week, not to exceed 2 sheets letter-size 8 1/2 x 11" and written on one side only,
and if ruled paper, do not write betweenlines. Your complete name must be signed at the close of your letter,
stamps, letters from other people, stationery or cash must not be enclosed in your letters.

No. 2 -- All letters must be addressed In the complete prison name of the inmate. Cell number, where appli-
cable, and prison number must be placed in lower left corner of envelope, with your complete name and address in the
upper left corner.

No. 3 -- Do not send any packages without a Package Peymit. Unauthorized packages will be destroyed.
No. 4 -- Letlers must be written in English only.

No. 5 -- Books, i phlets, and spapers of reputable ch will be d ed only if mailed
direct from the publisher.

No. 6 -- Money must be sent in the form of Postal Money Ordersonly, Iin the inmate's complete prison name
and prison number.
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