
Lesson A: WWI and the People of Warwick 
  

Lesson A 
WWI and the People of Warwick 
 
Students will use the WWI section of the website for these activities: 
http://warwickhistory.ca/military/from-farm-field-to-battlefield.html  
 
The following lesson requires students to read and comprehend a section of the 
warwickhistory.ca website; practice note-taking; conduct research using primary 
sources; demonstrate an understanding of bias in the media and how this affects 
history; develop an annotated bibliography; and synthesize this information to 
place themselves in the shoes of the people of Warwick during WWI. Students 
will gain an understanding of the various roles of individuals during WWI in 
Canada and abroad. 
 
Curriculum Expectations 
Communities: Local, National, and Global:CGV.01; CGV.04; CG1.02; CG4.04 
Methods of Historical Inquiry and Communication: MIV.02; MIV.03; MIV.04; 
MI2.02; MI2.03; MI3.01; MI3.04; MI4.01; MI4.02; MI4.04 
 
Prior Knowledge 
This activity should fit into the students learning about the World War I.  They 
should have some prior knowledge about the causes of the war, the conditions of 
war in the trenches, and Canadian’s contributions.  While the reading does cover 
some aspects of the causes of the Great War, further learning may be required 
for students to have a comprehensive understanding of the events. 
 
Sequence of Learning Activities 
1. Direct students to the WWI section of the Warwick History website: 
http://warwickhistory.ca/military/from-farm-field-to-battlefield.html 
 
2.  Give a brief overview to the students about their choices in this activity.  
Students will be choosing to focus on one of the following three topics within this 
webpage: news coverage of WWI in Warwick; women’s contributions to the war; 
letters from soldiers.  You will notice that the text on this webpage is loosely 
divided into these three topics, however there are not headings that delinieate 
the information.  Students’ sections have been indicated by paragraph number 
on the handouts. Have the students choose an issue (or assign them) to focus 
on.  Their research can be done individually or in groups.   
 
3. Provide each student with the appropriate handout (Appendixs A1, A2, A3).  
These handouts will guide their research and creation of a final product, which 
differs depending on their choice of topic.  See handout for further instructions. 
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OPTION A: News Coverage of WWI in Warwick 
 
You are focusing on discovering what newspaper coverage of WWI was like in 
Warwick Township.  As you are reading through your section, note the number of 
references to the Watford Guide-Advocate, the main source of news for people in 
Warwick at the time, much like the Sarnia Observer or the London Free-Press is 
today.  As the name suggests, people in Warwick depended on the Watford 
Guide-Advocate to tell them what was happening at home and abroad during the 
war.  
 
1.  Read paragraphs 1-18 of the From Farm Field to Battlefield section of the 
Warwick History website: http://warwickhistory.ca/military/from-farm-field-to-
battlefield.html.  As you read, make notes on any quotations from the newspaper.   
 
2.  Bias is an inclination to present a partial perspective at the expense of 
(possibly equally valid) alternatives. For example, the statement: “The Toronto 
Maple Leafs are a better NHL team than the Detroit Red Wings because they 
have won more Stanley Cup championships.” is a biased statement because 
there are many ways judge what makes a great hockey team.  This statement 
leaves out important information, such as the fact that Toronto has not won the 
Cup since 1967, whereas Detroit has won the cup 4 times since then. Often, the 
media portrays one side of the story, and this can affect the public’s opinion of 
events in history. 
 
3. Choose one of the long quotes from the Watford Guide-Advocate that is 
included in the webpage and answer the following questions: 
 
How does the coverage by the coverage show bias?  What information about the 
war is not being told in this article? 
 
 
 
 
 
How might people’s opinion of the war be affected by this article? 

 
 
 
 
 

If historians depend on information from newspaper articles to determine what 
happened in the past, how might biased newspaper articles affect what is 
recorded as historical fact? 
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4.  Now, pretend that you are the author of this quote. You have realized that you 
left out important information and that your readers could be missing part of the 
story about what is happening during the war.  You have decided to re-write your 
article to include both sides of the story.  In the space below, re-write the quote to 
include the information that you think is missing.  
 
 
Original Quote: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Missing Information: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Re-write the Quote: 
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Option B: Women in the War 
 
Your task is to discover what role women in Warwick Township played during the 
war.  Although they were not allowed to go overseas and fight in the military, 
women were still instrumental in helping Canadians succeed in Europe.  As you 
will discover in reading your section of the website, the women in Warwick took 
their contributions to the was seriously.   
 
1. Read paragraphs 19-25 of the From Farm Field to Battlefield section of the 
Warwick History website: http://warwickhistory.ca/military/from-farm-field-to-
battlefield.html. 
 
1. List three ways that women in Warwick contributed to the war effort: 

1.  
 
2.  
 
3.   

 
2. Choose one of the following topics and research it using the archives and/or 
other sources.  Find photos or articles on your topic and save them for use in the 
next step.  
 

- I.O.D.E 
- Warwick women's institute 
- Margaret Saunders 

 
3.  Complete the following questions based on your topic above: 
 

Who was involved? 
 
 
What happened? 
 
 
When did it take place? 
 
 
Where did this take place? 
 
 
Why was this activity significant to the war? 
 
 
How did this activity change the role of women in the community? 
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4.  Pretend that you are a woman taking part in one of these instutions, or that 
you are Margaret Saunders.   You are attempting to gain support from the 
community for your efforts and convince more people to help you. Create either a 
poster/advertisement or write a letter to the editor of the local paper that drums 
up support for your cause.  Use the organizer below to help create your poster or 
letter on a separate piece of paper.  
 
Cause that requires support: 
 
 
Three reasons why people should support this cause: 

1.  
 
2.  
 
3. 
 

 
How is this cause helping Canada to win the war? 
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Option C: Letters from the front  
 
Your task is to learn more about what life was like for soldiers fighting in Europe 
during the war.  You will begin to understand the challenges they faced in the 
trenches.  As you will find out, these soldiers were not always able to potray what 
was really happening in thier letters home, so you will create a personal journal 
of a soldier that tells the whole story.   
 
1. Read paragraphs 26-35 and the box “Letter from the Home Front” of the From 
Farm Field to Battlefield section of the Warwick History website: 
http://warwickhistory.ca/military/from-farm-field-to-battlefield.html. 
 
2.  How does Private Glenn W. Nichol describe the trenches in his letter home? 
 
 
3.  Now you will complete the following activity to create a poem that describes 
more accurately what life was like for men in the trenches.  Complete steps 1-5 
below.   
 
Background: 
World War One, for most Canadian soldiers, was fought in pastures, fields and 
forests between Belgium and France. It was a war of attrition, with very little 
movement. The Triple Entente would set up a trench system across from a 
trench system that the Triple Alliance had set up, and often the two sides would 
sit stagnantly for months at a time. Soldiers might die from being shot at by 
enemy fire, but they often died in their own trenches from a host of other 
enemies: 
 

• Rats – millions of rats infested trenches.  Rats would gorge themselves on 
human remains and could grow to the size of a cat. Rats spread diseases 
quickly.  

• Trench-foot – a fungal infection of the feet. Led to gangrene and often to 
amputation.  

• Dysentry – a nasty infection of the intestine causing diarrhea and severe 
vomiting. Difficult to deal with in an enclosed trench with no clean water.  

• Lice – once an infestation began it was unstoppable. Lice often lived on every 
inch of a soldiers body, infesting his clothing, equipment and food.  

• Dug-out collapse (death by suffocation from mud)  
• Frogs – found in the thousands at the bottom of trenches, easily spreading 

disease. 
• Barbed wire – a newer invention in WW1, barbed wire was used to protect the 

trenches. Unfortunately, if a soldier became entangled in his own barbed wire, 
there was little anyone could do to get him out. He would be shot at by the 
enemy, or bleed to death from his barbed wire wounds. 

 
It is important also to understand that most soldiers did not expect the trenches. 
This was a new type of warfare. Since most letters home were censored, soldiers 
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could not explain these new horrors to people back in Canada, eager to help out 
with the fight.  
 
STEP ONE 
Watch a clip from the 1930 film All Quiet on the Western Front which depicts a 
reenactment of trench warfare during WWI.  Can be viewed here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OWE96RTAWI  
 
STEP TWO 
Fill in the blanks on the next page to help you get started on a poem… 
 
I am a (physical quantity) ____________________________ 
 
Choose One (or create your own): 
 

Solider / nurse / wind / bullet / horse / dirt / earth / corpse / louse / tree / bird 
 
I am (adjectives – describe the physical entity you have chosen)  
 
_______________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________. 
 
I see ________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________.  
 
I smell _______________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________.  
 
I taste ______________________________________________________.  
 
I feel _______________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________.  
 
I hear  
________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________.   
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STEP THREE 
Choose some of the senses you have outline and try creating similes and 
metaphors from them.  
 
Eg:   “ I am the earth / I see the bottom of boots and crazy explosions”  
  
Could become: “I see explosions that tear through the night like shooting stars”  
OR: “I see boot bottoms; their soles caked with blood and dirt like dried rivers of 
hell” 
 
STEP FOUR 
Create a poem based on your similes and metaphors. This could be any kind of 
poem: haiku, concrete, voice poetry, rhyming couplets. 
 
 
 
 


