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Location in
Environmental
Report

Filing Requirements


Describe commercial and recreational warmwater, coldwater, and saltwater fisheries
in the affected area and associated significant habitats such as spawning or rearing
areas and estuaries.

Section 3.2

Describe terrestrial habitats, including wetlands, typical wildlife habitats, and rare,
unique or otherwise significant habitats that might be affected by the proposed
action. Describe typical species that have commercial, recreation, or aesthetic value.

Sections 3.3 and 3.4

Describe and provide the acreage of vegetation cover types that would be affected,
including unique ecosystems or communities such as remnant prairie or old-growth
forest, or significant individual plants, such as old-growth specimen trees.

Section 3.4.4

Describe the impact of construction and operation on aquatic and terrestrial species
and their habitats, including the possibility of a major alteration to ecosystems or
biodiversity, and any potential impact on state-listed endangered or threatened
species. Describe the impact of maintenance, clearing and treatment of the project
area on fish, wildlife, and vegetation. Surveys may be required to determine specific
areas of significant habitats or communities of species of special concern to state or
local agencies.

Sections 3.2.3, 3.3.3,
3.4.4, and 3.5.2

Identify all federally listed or proposed endangered or threatened species and critical
habitat that potentially occur in the vicinity of the project. Discuss the results of the
consultation requirements listed in § 380.13(b) at least through § 380.13(b)(5)(i) and
include any written correspondence that resulted from the consultation. The initial
application must include the results of any required surveys unless seasonal
considerations make this impractical. If species surveys are impractical, there must
be field surveys to determine the presence of suitable habitat unless the entire project
area is suitable habitat.

Section 3.5 and
Appendix 3A

Identify all federally listed essential fish habitat (EFH) that potentially occurs in the
vicinity of the project. Provide information on all EFH, as identified by the pertinent
federal fishery management plans that may be adversely affected by the project and
the results of abbreviated consultations with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service, and any resulting EFH
assessments.

Not Applicable



Describe site-specific mitigation measures to minimize impacts on fisheries,
wildlife, and vegetation.

Sections 3.2.3, 3.3.3,
3.4.4, and 3.5.2



Include copies of correspondence not provided pursuant to paragraph (e)(5) of this
section, containing recommendations from appropriate federal and state fish and
wildlife agencies to avoid or limit impact on wildlife, fisheries, and vegetation, and
the applicant’s response to the recommendations.

Not Applicable
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3.0

RESOURCE REPORT 3 – FISH, WILDLIFE, AND VEGETATION

3.1

Introduction

Texas Eastern Transmission, LP (“Texas Eastern”) is seeking a certificate of public convenience and
necessity from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) pursuant to Sections 7(b) and 7(c)
of the Natural Gas Act to construct, install, own, operate, and maintain the proposed Lambertville East
Expansion Project (“Project”).
The Project’s purpose is to expand the compression facilities at the Lambertville Compressor Station
located in West Amwell Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey to provide incremental pipeline
transportation service to existing city-gates in New Jersey on behalf of two local utility customers, PSEG
Power LLC (“PSEG”) and Pivotal Utility Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Elizabethtown Gas (“Elizabethtown Gas”),
as well as to comply with new air emissions regulations under the New Jersey Reasonably Achievable
Control Technology program. This new firm transportation capacity will enable PSEG and Elizabethtown
Gas to serve their growing residential and commercial demand in their respective service territories. To
accomplish this, Texas Eastern will install two new Solar Taurus 70 natural gas-fired turbine compressor
units to replace two existing higher emitting Clark DC-990 natural gas-fired turbine compressor units at the
station. The replacement of the two existing units will also require removal of a building, coolers and
auxiliary equipment associated with the compressor units to be removed and installation of replacement
buildings, coolers and auxiliary equipment for the compressor units to be installed.
In addition, Texas Eastern will perform system maintenance activities for certain facilities at Texas
Eastern’s existing Lambertville Compressor Station including the removal of four retired reciprocating
compressor units and associated building, coolers and auxiliary equipment, and the removal of a warehouse
and one other building. Texas Eastern will also perform yard piping modifications as part of this scope.
This Resource Report 3 (Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation) describes the fishery resources associated with the
waterbodies at the Project, the wildlife habitats at the Project, the existing vegetation resources at the
Project, and the federally- and state-protected wildlife species that are known to occur or may potentially
occur at the Project. The information presented in this resource report identifies existing resources, the
potential Project impacts to those resources, and measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate the Project
impacts. A checklist showing the status of the FERC filing requirements for Resource Report 3 is included
following the table of contents.
3.2

Fisheries

The Project workspace will cross two unnamed tributaries to Alexauken Creek, however, both waterbodies
are contained entirely within culverts where these crossing occur, so as not to directly affect these resources.
All fisheries habitat at the Project are classified as coldwater fisheries.
3.2.1

Fisheries Classification

Classification of fisheries habitat includes consideration of both chemical and biological characteristics
such as water temperature, salinity, and whether the waterbody is part of a marine, estuarine, or freshwater
system. Habitat classification also depends on the presence of certain fish species in the aquatic community
that use the habitat for reproduction, which is largely driven by temperature. Freshwater systems have low
salinity and contain fisheries that are typically classified as coldwater, coolwater, or warmwater resources
based on temperature regimes and the species inhabiting the system.
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•
•

•

Coldwater fisheries: Coldwater fisheries support fish that prefer clear, cold waters, are not tolerant
of extreme temperature changes, and cannot survive for long periods with temperatures above 68
degrees Fahrenheit. Species such as trout and salmon are commonly recognized as coldwater fish.
Coolwater fisheries: Coolwater fisheries typically support mixed communities and/or fish species
with optimal temperature ranges between warmwater and coldwater communities. The coolwater
fishery classification is sometimes used for streams that can support trout survival/stocking but are
not suitable for supporting natural breeding populations.
Warmwater fisheries: Warmwater fisheries support fish that can tolerate water temperatures above
80 degrees Fahrenheit but can also tolerate cooler temperatures. Warmwater fish species include
crappies, largemouth bass, sunfish, and catfish.
3.2.2

Fisheries of Special Concern

Waterbodies with fisheries of special concern include those that have fisheries with important recreational
value, support coldwater fisheries, are included in special state fishery management regulations, or provide
habitat for federally- or state-listed threatened or endangered (“T&E”) species. Waterbodies that have
significant economic value because of fish stocking programs, commercial fisheries, essential fish habitat,
or tribal harvest are also considered fisheries of special concern.
The main stem of Alexauken Creek is classified as a freshwater trout maintenance Category 1 stream (FW2TMC1) (NJDEP 2016a). Trout maintenance streams support trout and/or trout associated species yearround with an incidence of occurrence greater than 20 percent, but trout reproduction has not been
documented (NJDEP 2016b). Unnamed or unlisted freshwater streams that flow into streams classified as
FW2-TMC1 take the classification of the classified stream they enter (NJDEP 2016a); therefore, both
streams to be crossed by the Project workspace are classified as freshwater trout maintenance Category 1
streams. To qualify as an exceptional fisheries resource, waters must be classified as trout production
streams and confirmed by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”) as
supporting trout production.
3.2.3

Potential Fisheries Impacts and Project Mitigation

Both streams to be crossed by the Project workspace are entirely contained within culverts at each crossing
location. The areas adjacent to these streams include maintained lawns, impervious surfaces, and industrial
development. No in-water work is proposed as part of the Project. In addition, neither stream is considered
perennial and capable of supporting fisheries. One stream is intermittent and the other is ephemeral. Neither
stream would be considered an exceptional fishery resource since they are not classified as trout production
streams, but rather trout maintenance streams. Therefore, the Project will not have a direct effect on
exceptional fishery resources or fishery resources in general.
The Project will avoid indirect impacts to fisheries downstream by implementing the Erosion and Sediment
Control Plan (“E&SCP”; see Appendix 1B of Resource Report 1) to minimize erosion of disturbed soils
and transportation of sediments from Project workspaces to adjacent waterbodies. The Project does not
involve the development of dams, dikes, spillways, channelization, tide gates, or intake pipes, which could
create a physical barrier to the movement of fish. Furthermore, operation and routine maintenance of the
Project will not impact fishery resources in or adjacent to the Project.
The following sections describe potential impacts from construction of the Project and provide mitigation
efforts to avoid and minimize impacts. Resource Report 2 contains additional information on the surface
waterbodies near the Project.
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3.2.3.1

Potential Impacts from Hydrostatic Testing

The new facility will be hydrostatically tested for structural integrity prior to being placed in service.
Hydrostatic test water will not be taken from nearby surface waterbodies, as the test water will be supplied
by a local, non-potable water supplier; therefore, there will be no impacts to fishery resources resulting
from hydrostatic testing. Depending on site conditions and constraints at the time of construction,
hydrostatic test water may be held in storage tanks and transported to an approved facility, discharged to
an existing permitted wastewater treatment system with landowner approval, or discharged to an upland
area onsite. If discharged onsite, environmental impacts from the discharge will be minimized by using the
measures prescribed in the E&SCP and will comply with appropriate permits. To prevent sedimentation
and potential adverse effects to water quality, discharge rates will be regulated, and energy dissipation
devices will be used. The Project facilities to be hydrostatically tested will consist of new pipeline materials;
therefore, if discharged to an upland area onsite, hydrostatic test water will not impact surface waters.
Resource Report 2 contains additional information on hydrostatic test water.
3.2.3.2

Accidental Introduction of Pollutants

Potential impacts to fish are largely attributable to impacts on water quality and other habitat factors that
influence the health of the food base. Accidental releases of construction-related fluids (primarily
hydrocarbons such as oil, gasoline, or hydraulic fluids) on the landscape or directly into waterbodies may
occur due to unforeseen or unavoidable circumstances. Discharges of contaminants may be debilitating to
biota, depending on the type and quantity of the spill and the dispersal and attenuation characteristics of the
waterbody. Also, direct contact with a contaminant released into a waterbody is more likely to cause adverse
effects such as irritation or damage to fish gills and the skin or outer layer of other aquatic life. Certain
components of contaminants may also dissolve into the water, which can result in impaired swimming and
feeding behavior.
To reduce the potential for surface water contamination, Texas Eastern will adhere to the procedures
identified in the Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures Plan (“SPCC Plan”) (see Appendix 1B of
Resource Report 1). Refueling or other handling of hazardous materials within 100 feet of wetland and
waterbody resources will not be allowed. If the 100-foot setback cannot be achieved, these activities will
be performed under the supervision of an Environmental Inspector in accordance with the SPCC Plan. The
SPCC Plan also specifies that routine inspections of tank and storage areas will be conducted to help reduce
the potential for spills and leaks of hazardous materials. The contractor(s) will be required to follow and
instruct all personnel on the SPCC Plan.
3.3

Wildlife

Existing plant communities, as well as aspects of the physical environment (climate, microclimate,
hydrology, geology, etc.), will influence the wildlife species that are present in a habitat. This section
describes the major wildlife habitat types and wildlife species associated with vegetative cover and
community types present near the proposed Project (see Section 3.4 for description of plant communities
at the Project).
3.3.1

Existing Wildlife Resources

Project workspaces and areas in the immediate vicinity, include terrestrial habitats that can support a
diversity of wildlife species. There are also freshwater wetlands located within the fenced area of the
Lambertville Compressor Station, but outside Project workspaces. Some woody vegetation within these
wetlands is regularly maintained in accordance with the E&SCP (Appendix 1B, Resource Report 1), and,
therefore, are unlikely to provide significant habitat value for area wildlife. For the purposes of this report,
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the wildlife habitats at the Project are described regionally and are representative of the vegetation
community structure and composition of the terrestrial and wetland habitats present within and adjacent to
the Project.
Open Uplands
The early successional habitat at the Project consists of grasslands and disturbed and/or maintained areas
such as lawns. Early successional and grassy areas can offer habitat for ground-nesting birds such as eastern
meadowlark (Sturnella magna), killdeer (Charadrius vociferus), and song sparrow (Melospiza melodia).
Small mammal species such as the eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus) frequently prefer shrubby,
overgrown open habitats and may be found in these early successional areas as well.
Edge habitats adjacent to open spaces and low-growing areas can create another type of habitat that is used
by a distinct group of species. Bird species that are forest edge specialists include blue-winged warbler
(Vermivora cyanoptera), field sparrow (Spizella pusilla), eastern towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus), and
prairie warbler (Setophaga discolor). Corridors and edges are also used by raptors when hunting for small
mammals and birds. Raptor species using these habitats may include red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis),
American kestrel (Falco sparverius), and sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus). Additionally, eastern
box turtles (Terrapene carolina) have historically been observed traveling between forest, forest edge, and
open habitats such as those described.
Open Wetlands
Open wetlands are found adjacent to the Project workspace within the fenced area of the existing
Lambertville Compressor Station. These freshwater emergent wetlands are dominated by broad-leaved
cattail (Typha latifolia), lance-leaved tickseed (Coreopsis lanceolata), nut umbrella sedge (Cyperus
esculentus var. leptostachyus), as well as purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) and reed canary grass
(Phalaris arundinacea), both of which are considered invasive species. Avian species typically associated
with emergent wetlands include Wilson’s snipe (Gallinago delicata), red-winged blackbird (Agelaius
phoeniceus), Virginia rail (Rallus limicola), common grackle (Quiscalus quiscula), and swamp sparrow
(Melospiza georgiana). Common mammals associated with this habitat type include star-nosed mole
(Condylura cristata), American mink (Neovison vison), raccoon (Procyon lotor), and muskrat (Ondatra
zibethicus). White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) may also capitalize on the abundance of grasses
and forbs in these habitats. A large variety of amphibians and reptiles use these wetland systems as well,
including American bullfrog (Lithobates catesbeianus), snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina), painted
turtle (Chrysemys picta), and pickerel frog (Lithobates palustris). Although the aforementioned species are
often associated with freshwater emergent wetlands, the wetlands identified near the Project are limited in
size and likely do not support an abundance of wildlife.
Urban Environments
Urban environments include industrial, commercial, and residential areas and are typically characterized
by a low diversity of wildlife species that are tolerant of human development and activity. Common bird
species in urban environments include European starling (Sturnus vulgaris), house sparrow (Passer
domesticus), rock pigeon (Columba livia), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), blue jay (Cyanocitta
cristata), American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), and northern mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos).
Typical mammals occurring in these areas are those that have become adapted to living in human
environments such as Norway rat (Rattus norvegicus), common opossum (Didelphis marsupialis), striped
skunk (Mephitis mephitis), red fox (Vulpes vulpes), and eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis).
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3.3.2

Significant or Sensitive Wildlife Habitat

Significant or sensitive wildlife habitats include features such as vernal pools, wildlife management and
refuge areas, or other known wildlife resources not specific to T&E species. T&E wildlife species and their
habitats are described in Section 3.5. Texas Eastern consulted with federal and state resource agencies
regarding the presence of significant or sensitive wildlife habitats at the Project (see Appendix 3A).
3.3.2.1

Vernal Pools

Vernal pools are intermittently to ephemerally ponded shallow depressions. Pools are typically flooded in
spring or after a heavy rainfall but are usually dry during summer, with many filling again in autumn. Vernal
pools typically occupy a confined basin (i.e., a standing waterbody without a flowing outlet) but may have
an intermittent stream flow exiting the pool during periods of high water. The substrate in vernal pools
generally consists of dense leaf litter over hydric soils. Since vernal pools cannot support fish populations,
there is no threat of fish predation on amphibian egg masses or invertebrate larvae. Characteristic animals
of vernal pools include species of amphibians, reptiles, crustaceans, mollusks, annelids, and insects. Vernal
pool amphibians may include spotted salamander (Ambystoma maculatum), blue-spotted salamander (A.
laterale), Jefferson's salamander (A. jeffersonianum), marbled salamander (A. opacum), and wood frog
(Lithobates sylvaticus). Fairy shrimp (Order: Anostraca) may also breed and survive in some vernal pools.
The NJDEP identified potential vernal pool habitat as possibly occurring within ¼ mile of the Project area
(NJDEP 2017). Project workspaces and adjacent areas were surveyed for wetlands and potential vernal
pools in 2017. This survey was designed to detect areas with the potential to serve as vernal pool habitat,
based on visible vernal pool indicators. For these surveys, field scientists relied on evidence of seasonal
flooding and drying within a topographic depression not connected to a river, stream, or brook (to preclude
viable populations of predatory fish). Based on these field surveys, no vernal pools were identified at the
Project.
3.3.3

Potential Wildlife Impacts and Project Mitigation

No land outside of the existing Lambertville Compressor Station facility will be permanently acquired to
expand the existing facility footprint or will be permanently maintained for operations and maintenance of
the Project facilities. No wetland impacts will occur as a result of the Project, and there will be no permanent
impacts to vegetation. Construction of the Project will temporarily impact approximately 7.48 acres of open
vegetation (see Section 3.4.4).
During construction, noise and increased activity in work areas could result in temporary indirect wildlife
impacts such as displacement, abandoning reproductive efforts, and disrupting daily routines. Direct
mortality to smaller mammals, reptiles, and amphibians that are less mobile, or which take refuge
underground in the work area could also occur during Project construction and maintenance activities.
As currently proposed, the removal of trees will be minimized to the extent practical, further minimizing
impacts to wildlife. Minor trimming may be required to facilitate access from Route 179 into the additional
temporary workspace (“ATWS”) adjacent to the compressor station site. Additionally, the Project will
adhere to all requirements outlined in the E&SCP. While there may be some temporary, short-term impacts
to wildlife species during construction of the Project, these wildlife habitats will exist similarly to present
conditions after construction. Given the small scale of the proposed Project and the minimal temporary
impacts to vegetation, construction and operation of the Project is not expected to adversely affect the
distribution or regional abundance of wildlife species in the area.
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3.4

Vegetation

Project workspaces, including within the compressor station and the field to be utilized as ATWS, are
characterized as open upland areas. These open upland areas are regularly disturbed by ongoing
maintenance activities. Within the Lambertville Compressor Station these open upland areas are maintained
as lawn and within the ATWS outside the compressor station these open upland areas are regularly cut and
maintained as grasslands.
3.4.1

Existing Vegetation

Open upland communities can generally be subdivided into the following cover types:
•
•
•

Grasslands – Communities dominated by grasses and sedges with less than 50 percent shrub cover
and may sometimes including scattered trees;
Meadows – Plant communities with co-dominant herbaceous species and shrubs, sometimes with
scattered trees; and
Shrublands – Plant communities that have more than 50 percent shrub cover (Edinger et al. 2002).

Vegetation management practices and/or other prior disturbances typically result in early successional
vegetative cover that ranges from early successional upland scrub-shrub to field and roadside habitats.
Community classifications in these areas generally include the following: successional old field,
successional shrubland, mowed roadside/pathway, mowed lawn, mowed lawn with trees, brushy cleared
land, or urban vacant lot (Edinger et al. 2002). Within Project workspaces, open upland areas consist of
grasslands and maintained lawn areas. Typical herbs in fields, lawns, and roadsides may include goldenrods
(Solidago spp.), bluegrasses (e.g., Poa pratensis or P. compressa), timothy grass (Phleum pratense),
quackgrass (Agropyron repens), smooth brome (Bromus inermis), orchard grass (Dactylis glomerata),
common chickweed (Cerastium arvense), common evening primrose (Oenothera biennis), old-field
cinquefoil (Potentilla simplex), asters (Aster spp.), wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana), Queen-Anne’s
lace (Daucus carota), ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia), hawkweeds (Hieracium spp.), and dandelion
(Taraxacum officinale).
3.4.2

Unique, Sensitive, or Protected Vegetation

Texas Eastern consulted with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) and the NJDEP to
determine if any federally- or state-listed T&E plant species (including federal and state species of special
concern) or their designated communities occur near the Project (see Appendix 3A). Based on the results
of these consultations, there are no known federally-listed or state-listed endangered, threatened or
candidate plant species, species of state concern, or outstanding natural communities existing at or near the
Project. T&E species are discussed further in Section 3.5.
3.4.3

Non-native Invasive Plant Species

The USFWS defines an invasive species as “one that is not native to an ecosystem and which causes, or is
likely to cause, economic or environmental harm or harm to human health” (USFWS 2012). Invasive plant
species can change or degrade natural vegetation communities, which can reduce the quality of habitat for
wildlife and native plant species. Most commonly they are exotic species that have been introduced from
another part of the country or another continent, though native species exhibiting rapid growth and spread
are sometimes considered invasive.
The temporary removal of vegetation during construction could result in increased opportunities for
invasive and exotic species to become established in the Project workspace. To prevent colonization and
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spread of invasive species at the Project, Texas Eastern will install sediment/erosion control devices in the
areas of proposed ground disturbance as appropriate, which will prevent spoil from migrating into wetland
areas. Installation of silt fence will also help prevent the dispersion of seeds from exotic plant species into
wetlands during construction. Given that no work will be performed in wetlands and sediment/erosion
control measures will be implemented, there is minimal potential for the introduction, establishment, and
spread of exotic and invasive species at the Project.
3.4.4

Potential Vegetation Impacts

Construction of the Project will include approximately 7.48 acres of temporary impacts to vegetation within
Project workspace classified as open land (see Resource Report 8). Vegetation impacts will be minimized
for construction of the Project since much of the Project workspace (22.08 acres) is located within the fence
limits of the Lambertville Compressor Station, all of which is classified as industrial land use (see Resource
Report 8). The grassland vegetation within the ATWS outside the compressor station will be cut to prepare
the area for use during construction. Furthermore, no land outside of the existing Lambertville Compressor
Station facility will be permanently acquired to expand the existing facility footprint or will be permanently
maintained for operations and maintenance of the Project facilities.
Limited tree clearing of individual trees within otherwise open land within the workspace will be required
for construction, however, any tree clearing that is required will be conducted outside the active bat season,
which is April 1 to September 30.
Revegetation will be completed in accordance with permit requirements and the E&SCP. Vegetation within
the areas temporarily impacted by construction is expected to recover quickly following restoration and
stabilization of Project workspaces.
3.5

Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species

The Endangered Species Act (“ESA”) of 1973 (P.L. 93-205 of 1973, codified as amended at 16 United
State Code §§1531-1544) protects federally-listed T&E fish, wildlife, plants, and invertebrates. The ESA
states that T&E plant and animal species are of aesthetic, ecological, educational, historic, and scientific
value to the United States, and protection of these species and their habitats is required. A federally-listed
endangered species is one that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range.
A federally-listed threatened species is likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future throughout
all or a significant portion of its range. The USFWS, responsible for terrestrial and freshwater species, and
the National Marine Fisheries Service, responsible for marine species, jointly administer the law.
Protection is also afforded to “critical habitat” under the ESA. Critical habitat is defined by the USFWS as
“the specific areas within the geographic area, occupied by the species at the time it was listed, that contain
the physical or biological features that are essential to the conservation of endangered and threatened
species and that may need special management or protection” (USFWS 2015). Critical habitat may also
include areas that were not occupied by the species at the time of listing but are essential to its conservation.
In addition to federal law, New Jersey has passed a law to protect state T&E species, which is the New
Jersey Endangered and Nongame Species Conservation Act (New Jersey Statutes 23:2A-1-15).
The overall goal of state endangered species programs is to conserve, protect, restore, and enhance any
T&E species and their essential habitat. Texas Eastern consulted with the USFWS New Jersey Field Office
and NJDEP to determine if any federally-listed or state-listed T&E species (including federal candidate
and/or federal and state species of special concern) or their designated critical habitats occur at the Project.
Copies of all relevant agency correspondence, including consultation letters and electronic mail, are
contained in Appendix 3A.
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3.5.1

Existing Resources

According to the USFWS, there is a known occurrence or potential habitat for two federally-listed T&E
species on or near the Project area (USFWS 2017). The species are the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis
sodalis) and the threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). The NJDEP identified three
rare wildlife species and one state tracked species as potentially present in the Project area (i.e., “sitebased”) as shown in Table 3.5-1 below (NJDEP 2017). Six additional state rare wildlife species and one
significant wildlife habitat were identified as potentially present within the immediate vicinity (¼ mile) of
the Project area. Four additional state rare wildlife species were identified as potentially present within one
mile of the Project area. The NJDEP review did not result in the identification of any protected plant species
near the Project area.
TABLE 3.5-1
Rare Wildlife Species Potentially Present at the Project or within One Mile of the Project
Site-Based

Within ¼
Mile

Within 1
Mile

State
Status

Federal
Status

Behavior

American Kestrel
(Falco sparverius)

-

-

X

Threatened

-

Breeding

Bald Eagle
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

X

X

X

Endangered

-

Foraging

Black-throated Green Warbler
(Dendroica virens)

-

X

X

Special
Concern

-

Breeding

Brown Thrasher
(Toxostoma rufum)

-

X

X

Special
Concern

-

Breeding

Cooper’s Hawk
(Accipiter cooperii)

-

-

X

Special
Concern

-

Breeding

Great Blue Heron
(Ardea herodias)

X

X

X

Special
Concern

-

Foraging

Red-shouldered Hawk
(Buteo lineatus)

-

X

X

Endangered

-

Breeding

Savannah Sparrow
(Passerculus sandwichensis)

-

-

X

Threatened

-

Breeding

Veery
(Catharus fuscescens)

-

X

X

Special
Concern

-

Breeding

Wood Thrush
(Hylocichla mustelina)

-

X

X

Special
Concern

-

Breeding

Northern Long-Eared Bat
(Myotis septentrionalis)

X

X

X

N/A

Threatened

-

Big Brown Bat
(Eptesicus fuscus)

-

-

X

Tracked
Species

-

-

-

X

X

Special
Concern

-

-

X

X

X

Tracked
Species

-

-

-

X

X

-

-

-

Species
BIRDS

MAMMALS

REPTILES
Eastern Box Turtle
(Terrapene carolina carolina)
INVERTEBRATES
Cobblestone Tiger Beetle
(Cicindela marginipennis)
HABITAT
Potential Vernal Pool Habitat

Resource Report 3 – Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation
December 2017

3-8

LAMBERTVILLE EAST EXPANSION PROJECT

3.5.2

Potential Impacts to T&E Species and Habitats and Project Mitigation
3.5.2.1

Federally-listed Species

As described above, the two federally-listed species potentially occurring within the Project area are Indiana
bat and northern long-eared bat; however, according to the USFWS, the proposed Project is not likely to
adversely affect either of these species (see Appendix 3A). Texas Eastern requested concurrence from the
USFWS that the Project is not likely to adversely affect Indiana bat or the northern long-eared bat with the
restriction that any proposed tree clearing activities would be conducted during the non-active season for
these species. In their letter dated August 23, 2017, the USFWS concurred that the proposed Project is not
likely to adversely affect federally listed or candidate species if tree removal is conducted outside the active
bat season, which is April 1 to September 30.
3.5.2.2

New Jersey State-listed Species

Birds
Five of the bird species identified in Table 3.5-1 are woodland birds. The black-throated green warbler
(Dendroica virens) is a species of special concern in New Jersey and occurs in boreal coniferous forests
and transitional coniferous-deciduous forests (Cornell University 2015a). The Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter
cooperii) is also a species of special concern in New Jersey and is a forest and woodland bird that nests in
trees (Cornell University 2015b). The red-shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatus) is state-endangered in New
Jersey. This species typically occurs in bottomland hardwood stands, flooded deciduous swamps, and
upland mixed deciduous-coniferous forests and also nests in trees (NJDEP 2001a). The veery (Catharus
fuscescens) is found in dense, damp, mostly deciduous woodlands, often near rivers, streams, and wetland
areas, while the wood thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) occurs in mature deciduous and mixed forests (Cornell
University 2015c and 2015d). Both species are of special concern in New Jersey. Construction and
operation of the Project will not impact any forested areas; therefore, there will be no impact to any of these
five bird species.
American kestrel (Falco sparverius) is a state-threatened species in New Jersey. American kestrels occur
in meadows, grasslands, parks, farm fields, and urban areas and nest in tree cavities (Cornell University
2015e). The NJDEP identified the potential for American kestrel to breed within 1 mile of the Project area
(NJDEP 2017). The proposed Project will not result in impacts to forested areas; therefore, there will be no
impacts to potential breeding sites for American kestrel.
Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) is a state-endangered species in New Jersey during the breeding
season (CWFNJ 2017a). The NJDEP response identified bald eagles as potentially foraging at the Project
(NJDEP 2017). Bald eagles primarily feed on fish and other aquatic animals and typically hunt for prey
along large waterbodies. There are no large waterbodies at the Project; therefore, no impacts to bald eagles
are anticipated as a result of the proposed Project.
Brown thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) is a species of special concern in New Jersey that nests in thickets,
hedgerows, forest edges, and overgrown clearings in deciduous forests (Cornell University 2015f). The
proposed Project will not impact any of the aforementioned habitat types; therefore, no impacts to brown
thrasher are anticipated as a result of the Project.
Great blue heron (Ardea herodias) is a species of special concern in New Jersey that forages in grasslands
and agricultural fields, along with freshwater and saltwater habitats (Cornell University 2015g). The Project
workspace is predominantly comprised of developed area; however, the proposed ATWS will occupy a
grassland area. Although this grassland area could provide foraging habitat for great blue heron, the
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landscape surrounding the Project is dominated by grasslands and agricultural fields, thereby providing
abundant foraging habitat for great blue heron. Additionally, the ATWS will be restored to approximate the
pre-existing conditions upon completion of the Project; therefore, no impacts to great blue heron are
anticipated as a result of the proposed Project.
Savannah sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) is a state-threatened species in New Jersey that occurs in
open habitats and breeds in agricultural fields, grasslands, upland meadows, airports, pastures, and
vegetated landfills (NJDEP 2001b). Ideal habitat for this species provides a mix of short and tall grasses, a
thick litter layer, dense ground vegetation, and scattered shrubs, saplings, or forbs. As described above, the
Project workspace primarily consists of developed area; however, the proposed ATWS will occupy a
grassland area. Although this grassland area could provide breeding habitat for Savannah sparrow, it does
not present ideal breeding habitat for this species. The landscape surrounding the Project is dominated by
grasslands, meadows, and agricultural fields, thereby providing abundant potential breeding habitat for
Savannah sparrow. Following construction, the ATWS will be restored to pre-construction conditions;
therefore, any potential impacts to breeding habitat for Savannah sparrow will be temporary in nature.
Mammals
The NJDEP response identified northern long-eared bat as potentially occurring within the Project area
(NJDEP 2017). Northern long-eared bat is not a state-listed species and is therefore discussed in Section
3.5.2.1 above. One other mammal, big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus), was identified by the NJDEP as
potentially occurring within one mile of the Project area (NJDEP 2017). Big brown bat is a species of
special concern in New Jersey that hunts for insects over water, in open forests, and along cliff sides
(CWFNJ 2014). Day roosts are typically found in deciduous forests, and maternity colonies form beneath
loose bark or in tree crevices. Big brown bats hibernate underground in caves and mines. The Project
workspace does not encompass any habitat types that would be used by big brown bats for foraging,
roosting, breeding, or hibernating; therefore, no impacts to big brown bat are anticipated as a result of the
proposed Project.
Reptiles
The NJDEP response also identified one reptile, the eastern box turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina), as a
species of special concern potentially occurring within ¼ mile of the Project area (NJDEP 2017). This
species occurs within a variety of habitats including open woodlands and meadows (CWFNJ 2017b).
Eastern box turtles are typically found close to streams or ponds. The proposed Project will result in
temporary impacts to open uplands, with no impacts to wetlands or waterbodies; therefore, impacts to
eastern box turtle and habitat are not expected at this site.
Invertebrates
Cobblestone tiger beetle (Cicindela marginipennis) is a tracked species in New Jersey. Cobblestone tiger
beetles inhabit riparian cobble bars and adjacent sand beaches, and larvae burrow in sand beneath, between,
and behind cobbles (MDFW 2015). The proposed Project will not impact any riparian cobble bars or sand
beaches; therefore, there will be no impact to the cobblestone tiger beetle as a result of the Project.
3.6
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IJnitedStatesDepartmentof the Interior
FISHAND WILDLIFE SER'VICE
Nerv JerseyField Office
4 EastJimmieLeedsRoad,Unit 4
Gallorvay,
New Jersey08205
Tel:609/646
9310
http;//www.fivs.gory'nofiheasVnj
fieldollice
IN REPLY RBFERTO:

l7-TA-1409
MichaelStoltzfus,SeniorProjectManager
TRC
650SufolkStreet,Suite200
Lowell,Massachusetts
0 I 854
mstoltzfus
(d,trcsolutions.
com

AU62 3 2017

Reference: Lambertville 2019 Modernization/Lambertville EasrtProject,West Amwell Township,
Hunterdon County, New Jersey
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service(Service)has reviewedthe above-referenced
proposedproject pursuantto the
Endangered
SpeciesAct of 1973(87 Stat.884, as amended;16 U.S.C. li3l et seq.)ensuringthe protectionof federally
listedendangered
andthreatened
species,the MigratoryBird TreatyAct of l9l8 (40 Stat.755, as amended;l6 U.S.C.
703-712),andthe Fish andWildlife CoordinationAct (16 U.S.C. 661-667e.48Stat.401).
A knorvnoccrrrrenceor potential habitat for the following federallylisterdor candidatespeciesis locatedon or nearthe
project's impact area. However,the Serviceconcursthat the proposedlproiectis not likelv to adverselyaffect federally
listed or candidatespeciesfor the reasonslisted belolv.
Species
Basis for Determination
Indianabat (A[yorissodalis) (endangered)
Any tree removalwill be conductedoutsidethe active
Northern long-earedbat (Mvo ti s sep ten t r i onaiis) (threatened) bat season,which is April I to September30
Except for the above-mentionedspecies,no other federally listed or proposedthreatenedor endangeredflora or farura
under Servicejurisdiction areknorwrto occur within the proposedproje,ct'simpact area. Therefore,no further
consultationpursuantto the ESA is required. If additionalinformation on federallylisted speciesbecomesavailable,or if
project plans change,this determinationmay be reconsidered.
In Nerv Jersey.the recommendedseasonalrestriction for tree or shrubrcmoval that may result in talie of activenestsrvith
eggsor unfledgedchicks of most migratorv birds is April I to August 3 L accordingto the (to be revised)Nerv Jersey
Division of Fish and Wildlife GuidanceManual for the Protectionof Fil;h and Wildlife Resources(Guidance)datedJulv
2008.
Pleaserefer to this office's web site at http:/lww"r,v.frvs.gov/northeast/njlieldoffice/Endangered/
for further ilformation
including federallylisted and candidatespecieslists, proceduresfor requestingESA reviel, the National Bald Eagle
ManagementGuidelines,and contactsfor obtaining information from thLeNew JerseyNatural Heritageand Endangered
and NongarneSpeciesProgramsregardingState-listedand other speciesiof concern.
ReviewingBiologist:

AuthorizingSupervisor
:

nltaa.doc 06t0212009

@

WannalancltMills
650 Sufblli Str€et. Sulio 200
lowell, MA 01854
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978.970.5600psorir
9 7 8 , 4 5 3 . 1 9 9r5n
www.TRCsolutions.com

Augustli20l7

Ms. Wenpy Walsh
SeniorFiphand Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
New JerspyEcological ServicesField Office
Atlantic ProfessionalPark
4 EastJirhmieLeedsRoad Unit 4
Gallowa!, New Jersey08205

RE:

Lambertville 2019 Moderniza
East Project
TexasEastern Transmission,LP
ConsultationCode: 05E2NJ00-201
1334
Event Code: 05E2NJ00-2017West Amwell Township, Hunterdon ounty, New Jersey

DearMs. Walsh:
TexasEa$ternTransmission,LP ("Texas Eastem an Enbridgecompany,plans to seekcertificatesof
public colgvenience
and necessityfrom the Federal nergyRegulatory
Commission
("FERC")pursuant
to SectiorlT(c) of the Natural GasAct (,NGA',) in
with the constructionand operationof the
L ambertviIIe 20 I 9 Modern ization/L arnberfvil Ie
Project("Project").
The Projept'spurposeis twofold:
l.

to comply with upcoming new air
AphievableControl Technology("NJ RA
u4its ("New Units") will replacetwo higher

2. to provide incrementalpipeline transportat
bfhalf of trvo local utility customers:pSEG
lnp. dlbla Elizabethtown Gas
en@ble
PSEG and Elizabethtownto serve
thdir serviceterritories.

regulationsunder the New Jersey Reasonably
program.Specifically,two Taurus70 compressor
dtting DC 990 compressorsat the station;and
serviceto existing city-gatesin New Jerseyon
, LLC ("PSEG") and pivotal Utility Holdings
"). This new firm transportationcapacity will
growing residentialand commercialdemandin

The New Units will provide both the replacementho{sepowerrequireddue to the removalof the DC 990
units and-tfieincrementalhorsepowerrequiredfor th{ new firm pipelinetransportationservice.The New
Units and Qtherancillary facilities requiredfor the Pr{ject areplannedto be lotated entirely within Texas
Eastem'sQxistingLambertville Station.

Ms. Wendy Walsh
U.S.Fish& WildlileService
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The Projectscopeincludes:
'
'
'

Removalof two existingDC990naturalgascompressor
units andauxiliaryequipment;
Installationof a new compressor
buildingto housetwo new SolarT-70snaturaigu,
"o-presro,
units and associatedpiping and equipmen| and
Removalanddemolitionof four retiredreciprocatirrg
cornrpressor
unitsandassociated
building,
coolersandauxiliaryequipment.

We have encloseda Map (Figure 1) that identifiesthe locaLtion
of our existingfacilitiesincludingthe
compressor
stationin west Amwell rownship, Hunterdoncounty, New Jersey.
As part of the permittingand environmental
reviewprocess,TexasEastemwill file a formal application
for review and approvalfrom the FERC,and numenous
otheragencies.It is anticipatedthat FERC will
conducta full review of the Projectunderits regulationsin r;ompliance
with the NGA andthe National
EnvironmentalPolicy Act ("NEPA"). The permit proceerCings,
which will be conductedby these
agencies,will provideopportunityfor public input and involvemenLt.
The FERC applicationis currently
targetedto be filed in October2017. All other agencyapplicationsare plannedto be filed in a similar
time-frame.
TexasEasternis in the processof collectingenvironmentalresourcedata1o evaluateand designthe
Project facilities.As a first step in this process,TRC has conducteda preliminary Informationfor
Planningand Consultation("IPaC") review of the Frojectsite localionin orderto obiain an official list
of threatenedand endangered
speciesthat may occur at the propo,sed
Projectlocation, andlormay be
affectedby the proposedProject.The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servir;e("USFWS") official specieslist is
enclosedfor reference.Identifiedthreatened
and endangered
specieswerelimited to Indianabat (Myotis
sodalis) and northernlong-earedbat (Myotis septentrionaliis).In acldition,certain birds protectedunder
the MigratoryBird TreatyAct andthe Bald and GoldenEagleProtectionAct wereidentifiedfor further
consideration
for potentialaffectsby the proposedproject.
IndianaBat andNorthernLons-earedBat
The Indianabat is a federallyendangered
speciesfound in the easterrn
U.S. They hibernatein cavesand
abandoned
minesduringthewinterandroostin treesduringrthesumrnerr.Roostinghabitatincludesliving
anddeadtreesgreaterthanS-inchdbh (diameterat breastheight)with cracks,crevices,andlorexfoliating
bark.Documentedcausesof populationdeclinesincludedesitruction
of hibernaculafrom disturbance
and
vandalismby humans,improperprotectivecave gatesand structures,and natural hazards(i.e.. river
flooding,ceilingcollapse,severeor extremeweather)2.
Thenofthernlong-earedbat is a federallythreatened
speciesfoundirrthe easternandnorthcentralUnited
States'Thesebats spendwinter hibernatingin cavesand mines with large passageways,
consistent
temperatures,
andhigh humidity.Duringthe summer,long-eared
bats;arefoundroosting(bothin colonies
and singly) underneathbark and in treecavities.Males and non-reproductive
femalesmay alsoroostin
cavesand mines during summer.Threatssuch as white-n,ose
synclrome,loss of ,umrn", habitat,and
impactsto winter habitatare decreasingbat populations3.
' Indianabat speciespage.
Availableonline:http://www.f\.vs.sov/l![idwest/Endaneered/nramrnals/inba/index.htrnl.
Accessed
June14,2017.
2lndianaBat Draft Recovery
Plan: First Revision.Fort Snelling,l4lr{. Available online:
plan/070,1
http://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery
l6.pdf. AccessedJune14,2017.
3Northemlong-earedbat speciespage.
Availableonline:
http://www.flvs.eov/midwest/endangered/rnammals/nleb/index.htl.nl.Accessed
Junel4,20l7.

Ms. Wendy Walsh
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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No tree clearing is anticipatedto be requiredto connpletethe Project,however,in the eventthat limited
tree clearing(lessthan one acre)is necessary,TexaFEasternproposesto completetheseactivitiesduring
the non-activeseasonfor Indiana and northem long-earedbats. lqo trees over five inches diameterat
breastheight in size will be removedbetweenApdl I and Septennber
30. Undertheserestrictions,the
Project is anticipatedto have "no effect" on the Indflanabat or the northem long-earedbat.
TRC on behalf of TexasEastern,respectfullyrequestsyo,urreview and written concurrenceof the
proposedeffectsdeterminationsas describedabovefor the listed speciespotentially present
within
the Project site.
Bald and GoldenEagleProtectionAct
No Bald Eaglesor their nestswere observedduringfield surveysconductedat the projectsite.Shoulda
nestbe observedduringconstruction,
TexasEastemwill adhereto the NationalBald EaeleManaeement
Guidelines.
TRC on behalf of Texas Eastern, respectfullyrequestsy,our review and written concurrencethat
no further consultationunder the Bald and Golden EaglerAct is warranted at this time.
MieratorvBirds
The FederalEnergy RegulatoryCommission("FERC") and USFWS enteredinto a Memorandumof
Understanding
("MOU") regardingImplementation
of Execurlive
Order1318"Responsibilities
of Federal
Agenciesto ProtectMigratory Birds" on March 30,2011.As a FERC regulatedirroject,TexasEastern
requeststhe USFWSconfirmthat the projectis in compliancewith the MoU.
New facilitieswill be limited to the existingcompressor
stationfaciilitysiteandgiventhe predominance
of openareasat the site,it is unlikelythat constructionwould havean adverseeflect on migratorybirds.
TRC on behalf of TexasEastern, respectfullyrequests
;your review and written concurrencethat
thesemeasuresare acceptableand no further cousultatironunder the Migratory Bird Treaty Act is
warranted at this time.
If you haveany questionsor commentsregardingthBinfonnationpnovidedwith this letterpleasedo not
hesitateto contactme at 978-880-5925or via ern4il at mstoltzfusr(@trcsolutiorrs.com
o, Mik" Tynell
(TexasEasternEnvironmentalProjectManager)at 603-g01-4140.
Regards,

MichaelL. Stoltzfus,P.W.S
SeniorProjectManager
TRC Environmental
CC: Mike Tynell, TexasEastern
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ProjectSummary
Consultation
Code:

05E2NJ00-2017-SLI-1334

EventCode:

05E2NJ00-201
7-E-02681

ProjectName:

Lambertville 2019Modemiz{tion/LambertvilleEastproject

ProjectType:

OIL OR GAS

ProjectDescription: Upgradeof existingfacilitiesat LambertvilleCompressorStation.
ProjectLocation:
Approximatelocation of the project can be vi

in GoogleMaps:

"l

(r
q\
\r

..?
I
Counties:

Hunterdon,NJ

0810112017

Eventcode:05E2NJ00120
17_E_02681

Endangered
SpeciesAct Species
Thereis a total of2 threatened,endangered,or candipatespecieson
this specieslist. Specieson
this list shouldbe consideredin an effectsanalysisr{r your projectand
couldincludespecies
that exist in anothergeographicarea.For example,cfrtain nsn may appear
on the specieslist
becausea project could affect downstreamrp"ri.r.
the
"Critical
habitats,,
sectionbelow for
lee
thosecritical habitatsthat lie wholly or partially wi*rlin your project area
underthis office,s
jurisdiction.Pleasecontactthe designated
FWS office iiyou hauequestions.

Mammals
NAME

STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis

Endangered

Thereis a final critical habitatdesignatedfor this species.Yolrr locationis
outsidethe designated
criticalhabitat.
profile: https://ecos.lws.gov/ecplspecies/5949
Species

NorthernLong-earedBat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitathasbeendesignatedfor this species.
Species
profile: httns://ecos.fws.gov/ecn/snecies/9045

Threatened

Criticalhabitats
Thereare no critical habitatswithin your project area
[rnderthis office'sjurisdiction.

08tut2a17

EventCode 05E2NJ00-20
17-E.A26Aj

MigratoryBirds
birqs
protectedunderthe Migratory Bird TreatyActt and the Bald and
GoldenEagle
::T1ll,
Te
tsrotectron
Act--.
Any activitythat resultsin the takeof migratorybirdsor eaglles
is prohibitedunlessauthorized
by the U'S. Fish andWildlife Servicef,.
Thereareno provisionsfoi allowingthe takeof
migratorybirdsthat areunintentionallykilled or injuied.
Any personor organization
who plansor conductsactivitiesthatmiayresultin the takeof
migratorybirds is responsible
for complyingwith tho approprriate
r<lgulations
and implementing
appropriateconservation
measures.
l. TheMigratoryBirdsTreatyAct of l9lg.
2. The BaldandGoldenEagleprotectionAct of 1940.
3 . 5 0 C . F . RS
. e c .1 0 . 1 2a n dt 6 U . S . CS
. ec6
. 68(a)
The migratorybirdsspecieslistedbelow arespeciesof particularconservation
concern(e.g.
Birdsof Conservation
Concem)thatmay be potentiallyaffected
by activitiesin this location.It
is not a list of everybird speciesyou may find in this ltcation, nor a guarantee
that all of the bird
specieson this list will be foundon or nearthis location.Althoughit is important
to try to avoid
andminimizeimpactsto all birds,specialattentionshouldb,emadeto avoid
andminimize
impactsto birdsof priority concern.To view availabledataon otherbird
speciesthat may occur
t: you.tprojectarea,pleasevisit theAKN,HistogramToolsand
ejher Bird DataResources.
To
fully determineanypotentialeffectsto species,additionalsirte-specihc
andproject-specific
informationis oftenrequired.
NAME

SEASON(S)

Rusty Blackbird Euphaguscqrolinus

On Land: Wintering

Wood ThrushHylocichla mustelina

On Land: Ilreedin5g

worm Eating warbler Helmitherosvermivorum on Land: tlreedinp;
Golden-wingedwarbler vermivorachrysopteraon Land: Efreedinpr
https://ecos.
f\r's.qov/eco/spccies/g745

Black-billedcuckoo coccyzuserythropthalmuson Land:Er*edins
litlps://ecos.f ws.gov/ecp/species/9399

Purple SandpiperCalidris maritima

On Land: Winterinlg

American Bittern Botauruslentiginosus

On Land: Breeding

https://ecos.
l\r's.gov/ecp/speci
es/65g2
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Pied-billedGrebePodilymbuspodiceps
Snowy Egret Egretta thula
Blue-wingedWarbler Vermivorapinus
CanadaWarbler Wilsonia conadensis
Kentucky Warbler Oporornisfolmosus
Prairie Warbler Dendroicadiscolor
Fox SparrowPasserella iliaca
Upland SandpiperBartramia longicauda
https://ecos.
tws.gov/ecn/species/9294

Bald EagleHaliaeetusleucocephalus

Year-round

httns://ecos.
tws.gov/ecn/sneci
es/I 626

Olive-sidedFlycatcherContopuscooperi

Breeding

https://ecos.
fws.gov/ecn/species/3
9l 4

PeregrineFalconFalco peregrinus
https://ecos.
g3I
f ws.gov/ecn/species/g

Short-earedOwl Asioflammeus
httfrs://ecos.
f ws.gov/ecfr/species/9295

Willow FlycatcherEmpidonaxtrailtii
https://ecos.
g2
f ws.gov/ecplspecies/34

Additional informationcan be found using the
r Birds of ConservationConcern
Conserva,tion
measuresfor birds

On

Wintering

On

Wintering
Breeding

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New Jersey Ecological Services Field Office
4 East Jimmie Leeds Road Unit 4
Galloway, NJ 08205
Phone: (609) 382-5273 Fax: (609) 646-0352
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered/consultation.html

In Reply Refer To:
Consultation Code: 05E2NJ00-2017-SLI-1334
Event Code: 05E2NJ00-2017-E-02681
Project Name: Lambertville 2019 Modernization/Lambertville East Project

August 01, 2017

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project
To Whom It May Concern:
The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed, and candidate species that
may occur in your proposed action area and/or may be affected by your proposed project. This
species list fulfills the requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under
Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.)
If the enclosed list indicates that any listed species may be present in your action area, please
visit the New Jersey Field Office consultation web page as the next step in evaluating potential
project impacts: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered/consultation.html
On the New Jersey Field Office consultation web page you will find:
habitat descriptions, survey protocols, and recommended best management practices for
listed species;
recommended procedures for submitting information to this office; and
links to other Federal and State agencies, the Section 7 Consultation Handbook, the
Service's wind energy guidelines, communication tower recommendations, the National
Bald Eagle Management Guidelines, and other resources and recommendations for
protecting wildlife resources.
The enclosed list may change as new information about listed species becomes available. As per
Federal regulations at 50 CFR 402.12(e), the enclosed list is only valid for 90 days. Please return
to the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and implementation to
obtain an updated species list. When using ECOS-IPaC, be careful about drawing the boundary
of your Project Location. Remember that your action area under the ESA is not limited to just
the footprint of the project. The action area also includes all areas that may be indirectly affected
through impacts such as noise, visual disturbance, erosion, sedimentation, hydrologic change,
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chemical exposure, reduced availability or access to food resources, barriers to movement,
increased human intrusions or access, and all areas affected by reasonably forseeable future that
would not occur without ("but for") the project that is currently being proposed.
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal and non-Federal project proponents to consider listed, proposed, and candidate species
early in the planning process. Feel free to contact this office if you would like more information
or assistance evaluating potential project impacts to federally listed species or other wildlife
resources. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any
correspondence about your project.
Attachment(s):
Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Migratory Birds
Wetlands
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1

Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".
This species list is provided by:
New Jersey Ecological Services Field Office
4 East Jimmie Leeds Road Unit 4
Galloway, NJ 08205
(609) 382-5273
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Project Summary
Consultation Code:

05E2NJ00-2017-SLI-1334

Event Code:

05E2NJ00-2017-E-02681

Project Name:

Lambertville 2019 Modernization/Lambertville East Project

Project Type:

OIL OR GAS

Project Description:

Upgrade of existing facilities at Lambertville Compressor Station.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps:
https://www.google.com/maps/place/40.40038995601768N74.91127672261148W

Counties:

Hunterdon, NJ

2
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3

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 2 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list. Species on
this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include species
that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species list
because a project could affect downstream species. See the "Critical habitats" section below for
those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially within your project area under this office's
jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office if you have questions.

Mammals
NAME

STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis

Endangered

There is a final critical habitat designated for this species. Your location is outside the designated
critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis

Threatened

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Critical habitats
There are no critical habitats within your project area under this office's jurisdiction.
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuges And Fish
Hatcheries
Any activity proposed on National Wildlife Refuge lands must undergo a 'Compatibility
Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to discuss any
questions or concerns.
There are no refuges or fish hatcheries within your project area.
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1

Migratory Birds
Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act1 and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act2.
Any activity that results in the take of migratory birds or eagles is prohibited unless authorized
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service3. There are no provisions for allowing the take of
migratory birds that are unintentionally killed or injured.
Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in the take of
migratory birds is responsible for complying with the appropriate regulations and implementing
appropriate conservation measures.
1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)
The migratory birds species listed below are species of particular conservation concern (e.g.
Birds of Conservation Concern) that may be potentially affected by activities in this location. It
is not a list of every bird species you may find in this location, nor a guarantee that all of the bird
species on this list will be found on or near this location. Although it is important to try to avoid
and minimize impacts to all birds, special attention should be made to avoid and minimize
impacts to birds of priority concern. To view available data on other bird species that may occur
in your project area, please visit the AKN Histogram Tools and Other Bird Data Resources. To
fully determine any potential effects to species, additional site-specific and project-specific
information is often required.
NAME

SEASON(S)

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus

On Land: Wintering

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina

On Land: Breeding

Worm Eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum On Land: Breeding
Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera On Land: Breeding
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8745

Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus On Land: Breeding
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima

On Land: Wintering

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus

On Land: Breeding

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6582
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Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps

On Land: Year-round

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

On Land: Breeding

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus

On Land: Breeding

Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis

On Land: Breeding

Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus

On Land: Breeding

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor

On Land: Breeding

Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca

On Land: Wintering

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda

On Land: Breeding

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9294

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus

On Land: Year-round

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi

On Land: Breeding

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3914

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

On Land: Wintering

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8831

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus

On Land: Wintering

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9295

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii

On Land: Breeding

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3482

Additional information can be found using the following links:
Birds of Conservation Concern http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/
birds-of-conservation-concern.php
Conservation measures for birds
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/
conservation-measures.php
Year-round bird occurrence data
http://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/default/datasummaries.jsp
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Wetlands
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.
For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.
There are no wetlands within your project area.
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CHRIS CHRISTIE
Governor

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Division of Parks & Forestry

KIM GUADAGNO
Lt. Governor

State Forestry Service
Mail Code 501-04

BOB MARTIN
Commissioner

Office of Natural Lands Management – Natural Heritage Program
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420
Tel. (609) 984-1339 Fax. (609) 984-1427

August 23, 2017
Michael L. Stoltzfus
TRC Environmental Corporation
Wannalancit Mills, 650 Suffolk St., Suite 200
Lowell, MA 01854
Re:

Lambertville 2019 Modernization/Lambertville East Project
Block(s) - 5
Lot(s) - 6, p/o 5, and p/o 9
West Amwell Township, Hunterdon County

Dear Mr. Stoltzfus:
Thank you for your data request regarding rare species information for the above referenced project site.
Searches of the Natural Heritage Database and the Landscape Project (Version 3.3) are based on a representation of the
boundaries of your project site in our Geographic Information System (GIS). We make every effort to accurately transfer
your project bounds from the topographic map(s) submitted with the Natural Heritage Data Request Form into our
Geographic Information System. We do not typically verify that your project bounds are accurate, or check them against
other sources.
We have checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and the Biotics Database for occurrences of any rare wildlife
species or wildlife habitat on the referenced site. The Natural Heritage Database was searched for occurrences of rare plant
species or ecological communities that may be on the project site. Please refer to Table 1 (attached) to determine if any rare
plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife habitat are documented on site. A detailed report
is provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 1.
We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for occurrences of rare wildlife species
or wildlife habitat in the immediate vicinity (within ¼ mile) of the referenced site. Additionally, the Natural Heritage
Database was checked for occurrences of rare plant species or ecological communities within ¼ mile of the site. Please
refer to Table 2 (attached) to determine if any rare plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife
habitat are documented within the immediate vicinity of the site. Detailed reports are provided for all categories coded as
‘Yes’ in Table 2. These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site.
We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for all occurrences of rare wildlife
species or wildlife habitat within one mile of the referenced site. Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any rare
wildlife species or wildlife habitat is documented within one mile of the project site. Detailed reports are provided for each
category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3. These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site.
For requests submitted as part of a Flood Hazard Area Control Act (FHACA) rule application, we report records for all rare
plant species and ecological communities tracked by the Natural Heritage Program that may be on, or in the immediate
vicinity of, your project site. A subset of these plant species are also covered by the FHACA rules when the records are
located within one mile of the project site. One mile searches for FHACA plant species will only report precisely located
NHP File No. 17-4007448-12547

occurrences for those wetland plant species identified under the FHACA regulations as being critically dependent on the
watercourse. Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any precisely located rare wetland plant species covered by
the FHACA rules have been documented. Detailed reports are provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.
These reports may include species that have also been documented on, or in the immediate vicinity of, the project site.
The Natural Heritage Program reviews its data periodically to identify priority sites for natural diversity in the State.
Included as priority sites are some of the State’s best habitats for rare and endangered species and ecological communities.
Please refer to Tables 1, 2 and 3 (attached) to determine if any priority sites are located on, in the immediate vicinity, or
within one mile of the project site.
A list of rare plant species and ecological communities that have been documented from the county (or counties),
referenced above, can be downloaded from http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/countylist.html. If
suitable habitat is present at the project site, the species in that list have potential to be present.
Status and rank codes used in the tables and lists are defined in EXPLANATION OF CODES USED IN NATURAL HERITAGE
REPORTS, which can be downloaded from http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/nhpcodes_2010.pdf.
Beginning May 9, 2017, the Natural Heritage Program reports for wildlife species will utilize data from Landscape Project
Version 3.3. If you have questions concerning the wildlife records or wildlife species mentioned in this response, we
recommend that you visit the interactive web application at the following URL,
https://njdep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0e6a44098c524ed99bf739953cb4d4c7, or contact the
Division of Fish and Wildlife, Endangered and Nongame Species Program at (609) 292-9400.
For additional information regarding any Federally listed plant or animal species, please contact the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, New Jersey Field Office at http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/endangered/consultation.html.
PLEASE SEE ‘CAUTIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ON NHP DATA’, which can be downloaded from
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/newcaution2008.pdf.
Thank you for consulting the Natural Heritage Program. The attached invoice details the payment due for processing this
data request. Feel free to contact us again regarding any future data requests.
Sincerely,

Robert J. Cartica
Administrator
c:
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Table 1: On Site Data Request Search Results (6 Possible Reports)
Report Name

Included

Number of Pages

1. Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database:
Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the
New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

No

0 pages included

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites On Site

No

0 pages included

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on
Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

1 page(s) included

4. Vernal Pool Habitat on the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape
Project 3.3

No

0 pages included

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on
Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

0 pages included

6. Other Animal Species On the Project Site Based on Additional Species
Tracked by Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Yes

1 page(s) included
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Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the
Project Site Based on Search of
Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches
Class

Common Name

Scientific Name

Feature Type

Rank

Federal Protection
Status

State Protection
Status

Grank

Srank

Bald Eagle

Haliaeetus
leucocephalus

Foraging

4

NA

State
Endangered

G5

S1B,S2N

Great Blue Heron

Ardea herodias

Foraging

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Northern Myotis

Myotis septentrionalis

Inactive Season
Sighting

5

Federally Listed
Threatened

NA

G1G2

S1

Aves

Mammalia
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Other Animal Species
On the Project Site Based on
Additional Species Tracked by
Endangered and Nongame Species Program
Scientific Name

Common Name

Federal Protection Status

State Protection Status Grank

Srank

Invertebrate Animals
Cicindela marginipennis

Total number of records:

Cobblestone Tiger Beetle

G2

S1

1
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Table 2: Vicinity Data Request Search Results (6 possible reports)

Report Name

Included

Number of Pages

1. Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Natural
Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities
Currently Recorded in the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

No

0 pages included

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites within the Immediate Vicinity

No

0 pages included

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the Immediate
Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3
Species Based Patches

Yes

1 page(s) included

4. Vernal Pool Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity of Project Site Based
on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

1 page(s) included

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity
of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream
Habitat File

No

0 pages included

6. Other Animal Species In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site
Based on Additional Species Tracked by Endangered and Nongame
Species Program

Yes

1 page(s) included
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Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the
Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of
Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches
Class

Common Name

Scientific Name

Feature Type

Rank

Federal
Protection Status

State
Protection Status

Grank

Srank

Aves
Bald Eagle

Haliaeetus
leucocephalus

Foraging

4

NA

State
Endangered

G5

S1B,S2N

Black-throated Green Dendroica virens
Warbler

Breeding Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Brown Thrasher

Toxostoma rufum

Breeding Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Great Blue Heron

Ardea herodias

Foraging

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus

Breeding Sighting

4

NA

State
Endangered

G5

S1B,S3N

Veery

Catharus fuscescens

Breeding Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Wood Thrush

Hylocichla mustelina Breeding Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G4

S3B,S4N

Northern Myotis

Myotis
septentrionalis

Inactive Season
Sighting

5

Federally Listed
Threatened

NA

G1G2

S1

Eastern Box Turtle

Terrapene carolina
carolina

Occupied Habitat

2

NA

Special Concern

G5T5

S3

Mammalia

Reptilia
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Vernal Pool Habitat
In the Immediate Vicinity of
Project Site Based on Search of
Landscape Project 3.3
Vernal Pool Habitat Type

Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Potential vernal habitat area

1707

Total number of records:

1
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Other Animal Species
In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on
Additional Species Tracked by
Endangered and Nongame Species Program
Scientific Name

Common Name

Federal Protection Status

State Protection Status Grank

Srank

Invertebrate Animals
Cicindela marginipennis

Total number of records:

Cobblestone Tiger Beetle

G2

S1

1
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Table 3: Within 1 Mile for FHACA Searches (6 possible reports)
Report Name

Included

Number of Pages

1. Rare Plant Species Occurrences Covered by the Flood
Hazard Area Control Act Rule Within One Mile of the
Project Site Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database

No

0 pages included

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites within 1 mile

No

0 pages included

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within One
Mile of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape
Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

2 page(s) included

4. Vernal Pool Habitat Within One Mile of the Project Site
Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

1 page(s) included

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within One
Mile of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape
Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

0 pages included

6. Other Animal Species Within One Mile of the Project
Site Based on Additional Species Tracked by Endangered
and Nongame Species Program

Yes

1 page(s) included
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Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within
One Mile of the Project Site Based on Search of
Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches
Class

Common Name

Scientific Name

Feature Type

American Kestrel

Falco sparverius

Breeding
Sighting

Bald Eagle

Haliaeetus
leucocephalus

Black-throated
Green Warbler

Rank

Federal Protection
Status

State Protection
Status

Grank

Srank

3

NA

State Threatened

G5

S2B,S2N

Foraging

4

NA

State
Endangered

G5

S1B,S2N

Dendroica virens

Breeding
Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Brown Thrasher

Toxostoma rufum

Breeding
Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk

Accipiter cooperii

Breeding
Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Great Blue Heron

Ardea herodias

Foraging

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Red-shouldered
Hawk

Buteo lineatus

Breeding
Sighting

4

NA

State
Endangered

G5

S1B,S3N

Savannah Sparrow

Passerculus
sandwichensis

Breeding
Sighting

3

NA

State Threatened

G5

S2B,S4N

Veery

Catharus fuscescens

Breeding
Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G5

S3B,S4N

Wood Thrush

Hylocichla mustelina

Breeding
Sighting

2

NA

Special Concern

G4

S3B,S4N

Aves

Mammalia
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Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within
One Mile of the Project Site Based on Search of
Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches
Class

Common Name

Scientific Name

Feature Type

Northern Myotis

Myotis septentrionalis

Inactive
Season
Sighting

Eastern Box Turtle

Terrapene carolina
carolina

Occupied
Habitat

Rank

Federal Protection
Status

State Protection
Status

Grank

Srank

5

Federally Listed
Threatened

NA

G1G2

S1

2

NA

Special Concern

G5T5

S3

Reptilia
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Vernal Pool Habitat Within
One Mile of the Project Site
Based on Search of
Landscape Project 3.3
Vernal Pool Habitat Type

Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Potential vernal habitat area

1707

Total number of records:

1
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Other Animal Species Within
One Mile of the Project Site Based on
Additional Species Tracked by
Endangered and Nongame Species Program
Scientific Name

Common Name

Federal Protection Status

State Protection Status Grank

Srank

Invertebrate Animals
Cicindela marginipennis

Total number of records:

Cobblestone Tiger Beetle

G2

S1

Big Brown Bat

G5

S3

1

Vertebrate Animals
Eptesicus fuscus

Total number of records:

1
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