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FOSTER ANIMAL 
EMERGENCY VS. NON EMERGENCY 

 
 

Non-Emergency 
 

 Runny Discharge from the eyes or nose 

 Lack of appetite 

 Lethargy (Lack of Energy) 

 Diarrhea lasting more than 3 or 4 feedings 

 Occasional Vomiting 

 Weight Loss 

 Coughing and Sneezing 

 Lack of bowel movement for more than 24-36 hours or straining 

 Squinting or redness of eyes 
 
 

Emergency 
 Continuous vomiting 

 Excessive bleeding of any kind 

 Any trauma (hit by a car, dropped, limping, unconscious, etc.) 

 Difficulty Breathing 

 A kitten or puppy that does not respond 

 Pale gums 

 Cold extremities (kittens & puppies) 

 Sudden facial swelling 
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FOSTER ANIMAL 
EMERGENCY VS. NON EMERGENCY 

 
If you have questions about the health of your foster animal or if the animal’s symptoms 

fall under the “Non-Emergency” column, please email mnewkirk@lakehumane.org or 
foster@lakehumane.org within 48 hours of symptoms occurring. 
 

If an emergency situation should arise during regular hours of operation, please call 
(440) 951-6122 or come straight to the shelter with your foster animal. 
 

If your foster animal has an emergency that occurs outside of the normal hours of 
operation, please call the emergency after hours phone number at (440) 749-2716. The Foster 
Coordinator will contact the Shelter Manager or Executive Director for a treatment plan. Should 
after hours treatment be needed, the Foster Coordinator will instruct the foster family on the 
appropriate steps to take. The Lake Humane Society must approve any and all treatments for 
foster pets. 
 

If Lake Humane Society has not approved any or all treatments to foster pets, the foster 
parent will be responsible for ALL costs. 
 

If the foster parent takes a foster pet to any other veterinary or emergency clinic than 
the one designated by the Foster Coordinator, the foster parent will be responsible for ALL 
costs. 
 

The Lake Humane Society has a policy that will not reimburse individuals for vet bills for 
foster animals when taken for veterinary care outside of that which is pre-authorized by the 
Lake Humane Society staff. 
 


