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Foster Care Guide  
You are about to embark on a life-saving adventure that you'll never forget! Our foster program 

exists to give animals a chance to grow and go up for adoption.  

Types of Animals that Need Foster Homes  

- Bottle Baby Kittens  

- Orphan Puppies  

- Orphan Kittens  

- Pregnant/Nursing Dogs 

- Pregnant/Nursing Cats  

- Cage Break/Field Trip Dogs 

- Behavior Cats 

- Dogs for Events 

- Cats/Kittens for Events  

- Medical Dogs 

- Medical Cats  

- Small Animals 

Preparing the Room 

Before you bring home your foster(s), make sure that you have a suitable place for them to 

stay. A bathroom often works well or a separate spare bedroom. You will want a space where 

temperature can be controlled, it can be easily disinfected, separated from household pets, 

secured windows and appliances, no breakable items and where electrical wires and outlets can 

be blocked off. 

Everything that you will need to care for your foster will be free of charge. All animals should 

be housed indoors and have everything needed to ensure the best care. 
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Knowing Which Animals Need a Foster Home 

Weekly emails, the Fosters of Lake Humane Society Facebook page, and our Trello page are all 

ways to find out which animals are pending a foster home placement. 

Picking up your Foster Animal 

After coordinating with the Foster Coordinator, you will go to the shelter to pick up all supplies 

and the animal. You will sign a contract to take the animal home and will be given a date and 

time on when the animal will need to come back for a re-check or surgery. 

Taking your Foster Animal Home 

Once you get home, please allow time for the animal to adjust and explore in the new 

environment. Coming from a shelter environment to a home environment can be quite 

stressful. Go slow when introducing family members and please wait a few days before 

introducing them to new people. 

Bringing your Foster Animal Back to the Shelter 

Please bring your foster animal back to the shelter on the date and time scheduled. 

If the animal is scheduled to have surgery on the same day you are scheduled to drop them off, 

DO NOT feed after 9PM the night before. 

Understand that there is a possibility that your foster animal may not have surgery the day it is 

scheduled. We often have emergencies happen unexpectedly that need to be addressed right 

away. This can push off the surgery schedule. You will be informed if the animal needs to go 

back into a foster home until the next scheduled surgery day. 

Advertising DO's 

Feel free to share your fostering experience on your personal social media sites and allow 

personal friends to come meet with the animal. Please direct people to the website or email 

adopt@lakehumane.org if they are interested in adopting your foster animal. They must be 

approved by our adoption staff in order to adopt the animal. 

Advertising DONT's 

Do not advertise to unknown public or strangers, do not create ads on sale sites or sale groups 

and do not share information about animals that you are not fostering. (You receive emails, 

Facebook or Trello updates). 

Medical Concerns and EMEGENCIES 

Please email the foster coordinator or text the foster emergency phone with any questions or 

concerns. No issue is too small! Emergency line is for URGENT matters only! 

mailto:adoption@lakehumane.org
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Important Contacts 

Megan Newkirk (Clinic Manager) - mnewkirk@lakehumane.org 

Hannah Nowak (Foster Coordinator) - foster@lakehumane.org 

Bryana Polen (Volunteer Coordinator) - volunteer@lakehumane.org 

Lake Humane Society (Open Hours) - (440) 951-6122 

Foster Emergency Line (After Hours) - (440) 749-2716 

Volunteer Emergency Line (After Hours) - (440) 283-6519 
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