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As you read, look for:
• the start of military Reconstruction,
• the rise of the Redeemer Democrats, and
• vocabulary terms military Reconstruction, carpetbagger,

scalawag, Knights of the White Camellia, and fraud.

The violence brought strong reaction from northern newspapers and Congress.
After the New Orleans riot, many congressmen decided the South would have

to be forced to give the freedmen their
rights.

Congress established a Joint Com-
mittee on Reconstruction to examine
the situation in the South. The com-
mittee reported that “the feeling
toward the emancipated slaves, espe-
cially among the ignorant and un-
educated, is one of vindictive and
malicious hatred.” After the report
was issued, Congress passed a new
Reconstruction Act in 1867.

Congress placed the southern
states under strict military control.
Five military districts were set up,
each commanded by a U.S. Army gen-
eral. This control would be removed

only after the state had ratified the Fourteenth Amendment, which gave citi-
zenship and rights to the former slaves. The law also required the state to write
a new state constitution that included the right to vote for all males.

Louisiana, along with Texas, was part of District 5. General Philip Sheridan
was the military commander. He removed Governor Wells from office for being
uncooperative and refusing to give blacks the right to vote. Sheridan called
Wells “an impediment to reconstruction” and said he had no honest friends.
Wells had been called a Jayhawker by his Confederate neighbors, but his oppo-
sition to rights for the freedmen lost him his position as governor. Wells had
tried to get along with both groups but did not get along with either.
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Map Skill: What states were
included in District 4?



Top: Many northerners came
south after the Civil War
with their belongings
packed into bags made of
carpet. Above: In 1868,
Henry Clay Warmoth was
elected governor. Born in
Illinois, Warmoth was known
by some as “Louisiana’s
carpetbagger governor.”

Military Reconstruction, also
called radical Reconstruction, required
stricter loyalty oaths. The former Con-
federates had controlled the state for
two years, but now they could no
longer hold office. The loyalty oath of
the presidential Reconstruction plan
focused on the future. Those taking
that oath stated “I will be loyal to the
United States.” The new loyalty oath
considered past behavior. The voter

had to be able to swear “I have been loyal to the United States.” Former Con-
federates could not say this, so they could not vote.

The radicals in Congress considered this fair punishment for the war and
the treatment of the freedmen following the war. Southerners said the pur-
pose was to give power to the Republicans. Louisiana spent ten troubled
years under military control.

Radical Republicans
The former Confederates could no longer participate in the politi-

cal process. They were forced to sit by as the radical Republicans took
control of state government. The Civil War had ended, but Louisiana
was still not at peace.

In 1868, Louisiana wrote the new constitution required by the 1867
Reconstruction Act. This constitution protected the freedmen’s civil
rights and gave the right to vote to all males over the age of twenty-
one. The former slaves now had the right to vote.

This was also the first Louisiana constitution to have a bill of rights.
This constitution was ratified by voters who had taken the new loy-
alty oath. Anyone who had aided the Confederacy could not take this
oath. This included most white Democrats in the state.

A Republican newcomer was elected governor in 1868. Henry Clay
Warmoth had been a Union officer in New Orleans during the military occupa-
tion. He returned after the war to open a law practice. Charm and skill brought
him to the head of the line of ambitious politicians trying to run Louisiana.

Warmoth made sure that the 1868 constitutional convention set the age
requirement for governor young enough for him to run; he was twenty-six when
he was elected. Warmoth supposedly said “corruption is the fashion” and de-
scribed himself as being as “honest as any other politician.” He may not have
taken money from the state, but he did make a personal fortune while he was
in office. When he was elected, he talked about the “growing spirit of har-
mony and good will.” His days as governor did not fulfill this promise.

The lieutenant governor elected in 1868 was Oscar J. Dunn, the first black
to be elected to statewide office. He gained the respect of the Republicans in
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�The president of the 1868
constitutional convention
was James Taliaferro, who

had argued so strongly
against secession at the

1860 convention.
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Above: Oscar J. Dunn was
elected lieutenant governor
of Louisiana in 1868. He
was the first black to be
elected to statewide office.

his party, as well as many Democrats. Dunn was
part of an important group of African American
political activists. The group also included Dr. Louis
Roudanez and his brother, Jean Roudanez. They
published a newspaper called The New Orleans Tri-
bune, which became a voice for African American
rights.

Although the Republican Party controlled state
government, it had internal conflicts. Unionists
had formed the party in Louisiana before the Civil
War because they wanted the state to stay in the
Union. They lost control of the party to the
northerners who moved in after the war.

These newcomers were called carpetbaggers
throughout the South. A carpetbag was a satchel
or suitcase made of carpeting. The term meant that
these people packed up their few belongings and
headed south to make their fortune. To the white
southerners, they were interfering outsiders. Henry
Clay Warmoth, in fact, became known as Louisiana’s
carpetbagger governor. Southerners gave the lo-
cal white Unionists who joined the Republicans a
different name. They called them scalawags, as an
insult, and said they had joined the Republican
Party for personal gain.

The Redeemers
Under military Reconstruction, General Sheridan set up a system to register

black voters. Many freedmen were registered, and their participation in elec-
tions had an effect. In 1868, almost 50 percent of the Louisiana house of rep-
resentatives and 25 percent of the senate were African Americans.

The former Confederates—generally members of the Democratic Party—
opposed the state government that had been elected in 1868. The Democrats
were angry about a government based on the votes of former slaves. They also
strongly resented not being allowed to vote. They vowed to regain the power
they had before the war. They called themselves Conservatives or “Redeem-
ers.” They wanted to “redeem” or reclaim the state from the Republicans,
carpetbaggers, and scalawags.

After the state election in March 1868, violence increased. A masked group
called the Knights of the White Camellia used threats and physical violence
to keep the freedmen from voting or to force them to vote for Democrats. Some
voters were controlled by telling them they would be fired if they voted for
Republican candidates. Merchants let voters know they had to vote “right” in
order to buy at their stores. By the time the 1868 presidential election took
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�The New Orleans Tribune
was the first black daily
newspaper in the nation.
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Top: The results of elections
during Reconstruction were
often suspect. In 1872,
William P. Kellogg was
declared the governor by the
federal government. Above:
In December 1872, P. B. S.
Pinchback became the first
African American to serve as
the governor of any state.

place in November, the threats had worked. The Republicans lost the
majority of votes they had held in the March election for governor.

Governor Warmoth appointed a board to check the election results.
This board was called the Returning Board because election results are
called returns. The Returning Board had the authority to throw out
the votes from any place if it decided election fraud had taken place.
(Fraud is deliberate deception for unfair or unlawful gain.) The Demo-
crats accused the Returning Board of making sure the radical Repub-
lican candidates won.

The 1872 Election
By the 1872 governor’s election, the fighting within the Republi-

can Party had increased. The Republican Party had two factions—one
supported President Ulysses S. Grant and the other opposed him. In
Louisiana, each faction held its own convention. The leader of the Grant
faction called out federal marshals with Gatling guns to control and
protect his meeting. The Grant Republicans ended up nominating
William P. Kellogg for governor.

The other group of Republicans, led by Governor Warmoth, tried to
keep their power by supporting the Democratic candidate, John
McEnery. After the election, both parties claimed victory. Even the
Returning Board was split and could not agree on a winner. Both the
Republican Kellogg and the Democrat McEnery took the oath of of-
fice. The United States government, under President Grant’s direction,
declared Kellogg the governor.

During this power struggle, the legislature impeached Governor
Warmoth on charges of corruption. Lieutenant Governor Dunn had died
suddenly in 1871, and State Senator P. B. S. Pinchback became lieu-
tenant governor. Pinchback became the acting governor in December
1872 during Warmoth’s impeachment. This made Pinchback the first
African American to serve as the governor of any state.

1. What two actions did Congress require Louisiana to take in
order for military Reconstruction to be removed?

2. Why did former Confederates lose their right to vote?
3. What political party controlled the state?
4. How did former slaves get the right to vote?
5. What was the goal of the Redeemer Democrats?
6. What happened in the governor’s election of 1872?

Check for UnderstandingCheck for Understanding✓✓
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