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 Summer  
Projects 
Vocabulary Development Study
Our team of Kid Testers has been working to extend our research on the linkage of 
syntax and semantics. We hope to acquire more fine-grained information on the 
developmental trajectories of vocabulary growth for 3 to 6 year olds. Kid Testers 
include: Juliani Vidal, Camille Phaneuf, Marissa Russell, Ernesto Gutierrez, Parker 
Robbins, Lauren Skorb, and our high school interns Zoë, Jay, Heather, and Ali! We 
worked on the following studies this summer under the vocabulary development 
project:

Chase/Flee - Puppet Study
This summer, the Kid Testers finished up the final testing for the Puppet study, 
which began during the Spring of 2017. Using two puppets, children ages 3-6 would 
act out sentences involving chase-type verbs and flee-type verbs. We found that as 
age increased, children were more likely to correctly act out the verbs, therefore 
identifying the subject and the object of the action. However, for the verb flee 
from, we observed a negative growth pattern, such that performance actually 
decreased with age. This study moves us closer to understanding the 
developmental trajectory of verb understanding and allowed us to detect a 
nuanced and unexpected developmental pattern.

Give/Get - iPad Study
This task investigates give-type verbs and get-type verbs to determine which class 
(if either) is acquired first, as well as which of the twelve give/get verbs used are 
learned earliest. This study uses videos to convey situations, followed by questions 
involving the give/get verbs. The age of testing is 3-6 years old, and data collection 
is still ongoing. 

Truth/Value Judgement
The Truth/Value Judgement study aims to determine the understanding of certain 
psych verbs in children ages 3-6. After hearing stories about different animals, the 
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7.19.17 

L3’s Developer and 
Coordinator Jon Ravid has 
his last day in the lab 
before heading off to 
Boston University Medical 
School! 

7.3.17 

The Language Learning 
Lab welcomes four high 
school interns for the 
summer: Jay, Zoë, Ali, and 
Heather. They will assist lab 
members with our current 
research projects. In 
addition, we welcome 
Parker Robbins, a third 
year student from 
Northeasten University, 
who will be completing his 
co-op with the Language 
Learning Lab until 
December! 

7.2.17 

Lauren Skorb's paper Food 
For Thought: Family Food 
Routines and Literacy in 
Latino Kindergarteners 
appears in the Journal of 
Applied Developmental 
Psychology.
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children listen to a summary of the situation by a Mickey Mouse puppet. They 
then have to determine whether the statement is true or false by giving Mickey 
either a cookie or coal, respectively. The study has been piloted and is ready to 
begin its testing phase in the Fall semester of 2017!

Spanish Psych Verbs
We are excited to begin expansion of our Truth Value Judgment task to the 
Spanish language. We have created the study materials in Spanish and piloted 
them on Spanish-speaking children and will begin data collection this fall!

VerbCorner
VerbCorner is a part of L3’s gameswithwords.org site, on which crowdsourcing data is 
collected. In particular, VerbCorner considers certain verb classes and tests the uses 
of various semantic and syntactic frames using our everyday website visitors. Before a 
task is launched on the site, it must go through multiple piloting phases on Amazon 
Mechanical Turk. This summer, Mariela Jennings, Marissa Russell, Camille Phaneuf, 
and Lily Feinberg have completed five pilot studies investigating verbs that entail 
sound, existence, emotion, togetherness, and possession.

¿Cuál Español?
¿Cuál español? (Which Spanish?) is a grammaticality judgment quiz designed to 
determine the critical period of second language acquisition for Spanish. The quiz is a 
follow-up to our English grammaticality judgment quiz (Which English), and we are 
excited to eventually compare our results to the findings from the 650,000 English-
speakers who have completed Which English. This will allow us to further generalize 
our findings on critical periods of second language acquisition. After a year of 
research and two rounds of piloting, the final quiz is ready and will be available on 
gameswithwords.org shortly!

Neural Networks
Sven Dietz and Will Merrill have been focusing on fluency assessment and native 
language inference (NLI) from second-language text. These two interests have a large 
practical importance in many areas, including teaching second language. Sven and 
Will were able to develop novel theoretically interesting methods to address the 
issues of assessment and native language inference using large corpora of English and 
Spanish essays.

Many Labs 5
During the 2016-2017 school year, Lauren Skorb and Lily Feinberg worked on 
replicating van Dijk et al.’s 2008 study on the effect of emotions in negotiations. In 
2015, The Center for Open Science attempted to replicate this study as part of The 
Reproducibility Project (2005), which looked at 100 well-known psychology studies 
to determine if their results would reproduce. Van Dijk’ et al.’s 2008 results were not 
able to be replicated in 2015, so L3 (along with many other labs) is part of the Many 
Labs 5 project to replicate these un-replicated studies. The majority of the testing will 
be completed by the end of Summer 2017 (as it is being run in over five different 
countries), and analysis is currently underway. 
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6.26.17 

Joshua Hartshorne gives 
the keynote address 
at DETEC 2017 at the Max 
Planck Institute for 
Psycholinguistics in the 
Netherlands. 

6.1.17 

L3 welcomes Mariela 
Jennings as our new 
Developer and 
Coordinator alongside 
current lab member Jon 
Ravid. She graduated from 
George Mason University 
with a degree in Molecular 
Biology and 
Biotechnology. 

5.30.17 

L3 alumn Jesse Mu 
received the John J. 
Neuhauser award, which is 
given to a senior who has 
demonstrated outstanding 
achievement in computer 
science. He was also 
awarded the Thomas I. 
Gasson, S.J. award, which 
is given to a graduating 
senior with a distinguished 
academic record over a 
four-year period.  

5.24.17 

The lab has received a 
two-year Academic 
Technology Innovation 
Grant (ATIG) from the 
Academic Technology 
Advisory Board (ATAB) at 
Boston College.

http://www.mpi.nl/events/detec2017
http://gameswithwords.org/
http://www.mpi.nl/events/detec2017

