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KOHC Transcription/Indexing Grant
Application FY2027
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KENTUCKY ORAL HISTORY COMMISSION
Transcription/Indexing Grant Guidelines, FY2027
Deadline FY27-01: Oct. 4, 2026

Deadline FY27-02: March 14, 2027

Eligibility Requirements:

Must be 18 years old or older

Have no current or outstanding KOHC grants’

Interviews must be completed and deposited in a KY-based repository BEFORE applying
Have access to a transcription/indexing system (if not using a paid transcription service)
Transcripts and indexes MUST be audited (checked by a person for accuracy) during the grant
period

Application Process & Timeline

FY27-01 Cycle FY27-02 Cycle
Optional Technical Review deadline September 20, 2026 February 28, 2027
Application deadline October 4, 2026 March 14, 2027
Review of the application by panel November 13, 2026 April 23, 2027
KOHC board reviews panel recommendations | December 4, 2026 May 7, 2027
Award notification December 11, 2026 May 14, 2027
Grant conditions form due January 8, 2027 June 4, 2027
Interim report due July 30, 2027 January 30, 2028
Request for extension deadline November 1, 2027 April 1, 2028
Use of grant funds/project must conclude December 31, 2027 June 30, 2028
Final report due to KOHC January 30, 2028 July 30, 2028

To Apply: Applications can be submitted here. Before applying, please prepare the following
documents to upload as part of your application:

1.

Ok LN

Grant narrative (page 3)

KOHC budget spreadsheet (page 4)

Letter of support or agreement from repository where interviews are located

A one-page resume or CV for each proposed project personnel team member and advisors
Work samples for proposed indexers and transcribers

Optional: Letters of recommendation encouraged (maximum of four)

Applications without all required documents will not be considered for funding

Stipulation applies to project, transcription/indexing, and presentation grant recipients ONLY. Applicants who have been
awarded a technical assistance grant and are in good standing can apply for another KOHC grant


https://na3.documents.adobe.com/public/esignWidget?wid=CBFCIBAA3AAABLblqZhDDSaE-noOWjzAsEuFQ4CqStiHON6QEOeaf-5SHar1JMQZVjSeIdVhn501B2zCMG58*

KOHC Transcription/Indexing Grant
Application FY2027

How Decisions are Made — A qualified panel composed of KOHC members and advisors review the
applications and work samples according to the guidelines for each specific grant category. The
panel’'s recommendations are forwarded to the KOHC for the final decision.

Note: If reapplying for an unfunded application or a continuation of a project previously funded by the
KOHC, the applicant MUST treat the application process as if applying for a new grant. The grant
review committee changes panelists cyclically. Do not omit key application questions with the
assumption that the grant review committee will remember the previous application.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to make a grant consultation appointment and send in a

draft application for a technical review before submitting their application materials.

e Click here to schedule a grant consultation appointment or contact michael.kiimore@ky.gov, 502-
782-2136

e Draft applications for technical review must be emailed to michael.kilmore@ky.gov with the
subject “Technical Review Draft” by the deadline (September 20", 2026 & February 281", 2027).
This review is optional and does not impact final scoring for applications. Applicants who elect to
have a technical review must submit a final complete application to be considered for funding

Funding Priorities — Applications are not limited to specific subjects; however, the Commission will
give weight to the overall quality, completeness, and the level of planning demonstrated in the
application. The KOHC reserves the right to give priority consideration to projects that align with
collecting needs of the KOHC/Kentucky Historical Society, or that document the history and culture of
communities or topics that could be considered underrepresented/endangered.


https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/book/KOHCGrantConsultation@KYMSOffice.onmicrosoft.com/?ismsaljsauthenabled
mailto:Michael.kilmore@ky.gov
mailto:michael.kilmore@ky.gov

Grant Narrative (maximum 4 pages)
Project Significance — 25%

e Describe the topic’s significance to the community’s history, culture and/or everyday lived
experience

e Originality of collection content. How will making transcriptions and/or indexes available
contribute to the existing historical knowledge of the topic

e Knowledge of the collection content

e Provide a list of interviews to be transcribed and/or indexed including interviewee names,
interview length, and other available details

Condition of Collection — 25%

e Describe the collection repository’s preservation environment and policies. Individual
applicants must include a letter of support or agreement from the proposed repository

e Assessment of audibility, stability, and restrictions: describe the audible quality of the
interviews and any preservation concerns or access restrictions

Project Administration — 25%

e A practical and detailed budget calculating all project-related expenses. Include plans for
auditing transcripts and indexes

e Transcriber? or indexer competency?®. Describe the roles and responsibilities of each project
team member, including the transcribers or indexers (must be identified prior to application
submission)

Public Access and Anticipated Use — 25%

e Explain how the transcript or index materials will be made accessible (i.e., the partner archive’s
accessibility policy, public presentation of material, web presence, etc.)

e Detail any anticipated publication, exhibit, or other form of presentation based on the
interviews

A Transcription/Index Grant is not intended to replace the need for oral history preservation, but
rather to enhance accessibility to the original audio or video recording. Priority for indexing requests
will go to projects working with an indexing access system, such as the Oral History Metadata
Synchronizer (OHMS) system.

2 The proposed transcriber must have sufficient transcribing experience with oral history recordings, in the legal or medical
profession, or other professions that require transcription of meetings, public hearings, etc.
3 The proposed indexer must have completed at least one oral history index



Budget
Amount of Funding — Grant requests may not exceed $5,000. No matching support is required.
Items Eligible for Funding

Applicants may apply for transcription funds, indexing funds, or both. Auditing is required for each
transcription or index produced during the grant cycle.

Transcription grant funds may be used to support the cost for producing verbatim transcripts by an
experienced transcriber, a transcription service, or digitally (by Al software.)

Indexing grant funds may be used to support the personnel costs for producing a summary index by
a competent indexer.

Applicants required to pay a higher rate for services are encouraged to develop alternate sources of
income to complement the Kentucky Oral History Commission grant award.

Grant Approved Rates:
e $160 per interview hour to transcribe an oral history
e $110 per interview hour to index an oral history

Budget Spreadsheet
e Multiply the interview hours by the rate for each expense item.
Item Interview Hours Rates Request
Transcription $160/hour
Indexing $110/hour

Totals:
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