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When Zach Mcentyre was in his 20s, he thought he might 
have a career in politics.

as an undergraduate at the University of Georgia, the calhoun 
native spent a summer interning in the office of then-Gov. roy 
Barnes. he would go on to work on Barnes’ 2002 re-election cam-
paign the following year. 

Mcentyre says the unsuccessful result “caused a recalibra-
tion” of his career interests. the campaign work delayed by a 
year Mcentyre’s entry to law school at Mercer University, while 
the disappointing outcome steered him toward a more traditional 
legal career.

It became about as traditional as it gets—Mcentyre started at 
King & Spalding as a summer associate and has been practicing 
there since law school. his practice focuses on defending compa-
nies against consumer class actions. clients have included the 
home Depot, the coca-cola co., Bass Pro Shops and General 
Motors.

In one recent case, Mcentyre was part of the team that helped 
Progressive Insurance fight off a putative class action over its 
Snapshot product. Promoted by Flo, Progressive’s ubiquitous 
advertising spokeswoman, the product is a device affixed on cus-
tomers’ vehicles as a means of tracking their driving habits and 
adjusting rates accordingly. the suit claimed that the device was 
draining car batteries to the point of permanent damage, an alle-
gation Mcentyre calls “preposterous.” a federal judge in Miami 
denied class certification at the end of last year, dismissing the 
case on the parties’ request shortly thereafter.

around the same time, Mcentyre took on a new role managing 
the defense of all class action litigation against equifax, a long-
time King & Spalding client. the suits generally alleged violations 
of the Fair credit reporting act.

Mcentyre says that he doesn’t get much guff from his friends 
for defending consumer complaints for large companies. “When 
I describe what I do to most people,” he says, “the typical reaction 
is, ‘why would anybody file a lawsuit about that?’”

Besides his legal work, Mcentyre has served on the firm’s hir-
ing committee and coordinated its summer associate program. 
Outside of the office, Mcentyre was part of the initial group to 
sit on a junior board for atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation. 

he has continued to dabble in politics, serving on the board of 
governors for the red clay Democrats and working on Barnes’ 
failed attempt to return to the governor’s office in 2010 and Jason 
carter’s unsuccessful gubernatorial run last year. 

But, having just made partner in January, Mcentyre says, he’s 
temporarily pulled back from some of his extracurricular activi-
ties as he tries to get his bearings in his new role. “I’m looking for 
the next opportunity to do something in the community,” says 
Mcentyre. Being a new King & Spalding partner doesn’t leave 
much time for fun, but Mcentyre, who is single and lives in the 
Loring heights neighborhood of atlanta, enjoys UGa football 
and music festivals.

as for politics, Mcentyre sounds a bit disillusioned after the 
losses suffered by his candidates. “the lesson is, if anyone else 
wants to run for governor, maybe they shouldn’t ask me to do 
anything.”

—Alyson M. Palmer
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