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King & Spalding Snags 3rd Enviro Partner From Kirkland 

By Matt Sharp 

Law360, New York (April 20, 2015, 8:35 PM ET) --  

King & Spalding LLP has added its third environmental partner since 
January to its Washington, D.C., office, scoring another Kirkland & 
Ellis LLP attorney for the firm’s growing tort and environmental 
litigation team. 
 
Joseph A. Eisert, whose expertise includes providing counsel on 
environmental and product safety issues and litigation involving 
regulatory bodies such as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration and Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, joins former colleagues Ilana Saltzbart 
and Granta Y. Nakayama who made the jump from Kirkland earlier 
this year. Eisert officially started on Thursday. 
 
“We welcome Joe to our growing team of experienced 
environmental regulatory lawyers in the Washington office,” Carol 
M. Wood, leader of firm’s tort and environmental litigation practice, 
said in a statement. “The newest members of our group augment our 
current team of environmental partners in Atlanta, Houston, San 
Francisco and Washington. Our practice’s expanded capabilities will 
benefit clients throughout the firm.”   
 
Eisert, who was with Kirkland for more than 15 years, sung the praises of King & Spalding and its 
talented environmental lawyers on Monday. He and his colleagues Nakayama, with whom he has 
worked with for more than 20 years, and Saltzbart have a strong vision for growing the practice, he said, 
calling it a “really exciting time and a great move.” 
 
“King & Spalding is a really compelling choice. It’s a great firm. I really admire it [and] it has a genuine 
team culture,” Eisert told Law360 on Monday. “I’m working with a large, preeminent environmental 
practice [and] King & Spalding’s commitment to regulatory law — not just the breadth and depth of 
expertise — is very important to me as a regulatory lawyer.” 
 
While at Kirkland, Eisert was part of the team representing BP Exploration & Production Inc. in civil 
litigation brought by the U.S. Department of Justice and others over the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
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accident. He also worked with clients on compliance counseling, rulemakings, enforcement actions and 
related litigation involving emissions and climate change regulation, among other matters.  
 
Prior to kicking off his legal career, Eisert was a lieutenant in the United States Naval Nuclear Propulsion 
Program. 
 
He earned his law degree from George Mason University School of Law, bachelor’s degree from the 
United States Naval Academy and master’s degree from Georgetown University. 
 
Eisert’s move to the firm follows King & Spalding’s late January announcement that Nakayama, a former 
assistant administrator for the EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, and former EPA 
senior enforcement attorney Saltzbart would join its ranks, adding firepower to its environmental 
regulatory offering. Nakayama joined the firm on Jan. 21 while Saltzbart started on Feb. 2. 
 
King & Spalding has 800 attorneys in 17 offices throughout the U.S., Europe, the Middle East and Asia. 
 
--Editing by Christine Chun. 
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