
 

 

 

 

Portfolio Media. Inc. | 860 Broadway, 6th Floor | New York, NY 10003 | www.law360.com 
Phone: +1 646 783 7100 | Fax: +1 646 783 7161 | customerservice@law360.com  

 

Rising Star: King & Spalding's Brandt Leibe 

By Jeff Sistrunk 

Law360, Los Angeles (April 22, 2015, 4:28 PM ET) --  

King & Spalding LLP's Brandt Leibe helped guide Johnson 
& Johnson and its Janssen Pharmaceuticals Inc. unit to a 
$2.2 billion settlement of civil, criminal and regulatory 
investigations of the companies' promotion of the 
antipsychotic drug Risperdal, landing him a spot among 
Law360's top white collar attorneys under 40. 

 
At 34, Leibe, a partner in King & Spalding's special matters and 
government investigations team, has already cemented his status as 
a go-to lawyer for leading players in the life sciences, energy and 
banking sectors, including J&J, Credit Suisse Group, Wells Fargo & Co. 
and Chevron Corp. He is one of Law360's four white collar Rising 
Stars. 
 
Leibe played a lead role in sealing the $2.2 billion global deal on 
behalf of J&J and Janssen in the Risperdal matters, successfully 
scaling back the scope and amount of the final resolution. 
The settlement, which resolved a slew of claims — including that 
Janssen improperly encouraged doctors to use Risperdal to treat dementia — required negotiations with 
the U.S. Department of Justice, dozens of state attorneys general and other agencies. 
 
"The challenge with these cases is how many balls you have to keep in the air as you bring them in 
toward settlement," Leibe said. "Each regulatory agency or body presents unique challenges and risks 
for the company. Navigating those simultaneously is key to getting through." 
 
The deal included a number of novel, precedent-setting features. The $1.72 billion civil component of 
the settlement, for instance, included False Claims Act cases brought by three separate prosecutors and 
involving seven whistleblowers. 
 
The complex regulatory issues implicated in the resolution threatened J&J and its subsidiaries with 
administrative exclusion from federal health care programs. Leibe was instrumental in negotiating a 
corporate integrity agreement between J&J and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' 
Office of Inspector General, averting the exclusion of any J&J company. 
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"Your first priority is to be a strong advocate for your client's position," Leibe said of his strategy. "Part 
of doing that is maintaining good relationships with the people on the other side of the table from you: 
Let them know they can trust you, and don't play fast and loose with them. Once you've established that 
collegiality, it becomes easier to find common ground to resolve these matters. 
 
In another matter, Leibe represented Credit Suisse in connection with its $2.6 billion guilty plea last year 
with respect to claims that it helped U.S. taxpayers in filing false income tax returns. Leibe took the lead 
responsibility for developing arguments regarding the plea deal's potential consequences and 
coordinated with international, federal, state and local regulatory and enforcement agencies to 
minimize the plea's collateral impact. 
 
Leibe, who received his J.D. from Yale Law School, said his clerkships with U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas and former Judge J. Michael Luttig of the Fourth Circuit helped him form a unique skill 
set to tackle the complexities of white collar criminal litigation and civil and regulatory investigations. 
 
"Those experiences gave me a unique, analytical way of looking at things that others might not bring to 
bear in dealing with similar problems," he said. 
 
"Going through the processes at the highest level of appellate legal world trains your mind to think in 
certain ways that are different than ways others may practice in the white collar area," Leibe continued. 
"It affects everything from approaching negotiations with the government to arguments in litigation." 
 
After clerking with Justice Thomas, Leibe began his career at King & Spalding, building the base of his 
practice in Washington, D.C. In 2011, he moved to Houston, where he said he has developed "more of 
an international practice," including advising clients on Foreign Corrupt Practices Act matters in Latin 
America. 
 
Leibe said the diversity of his practice has provided an exciting array of opportunities. 
 
"It has been interesting to take the skills I've developed in the life sciences space and translate them to 
the financial institutions and energy sectors," he said. "I'm not siloed in any one practice area." 
 
--Editing by Christine Chun. 
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