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King & Spalding Snag IP Duo From Crowell & Moring  

By Jacob Batchelor 

Law360, New York (December 11, 2014, 4:44 PM ET) -- King & Spalding LLP has hired two intellectual 

property attorneys from Crowell & Moring LLP with experience with the U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office and the U.S. International Trade Commission, the firm said Wednesday. 

Jennifer Burdman, a specialist in litigation on patent infringement, patent licensing disputes, technology 

and trade secrets, and former PTO attorney William Sauers will join the firm’s IP practice group in 

Washington as partners, the firm said in a statement. 

 

Jennifer Burdman 

“Their IP litigation and trial experience complement our International Trade 

Commission and appellate practices, as well as our D.C. litigation team," Holmes 

J. Hawkins III, head of the firm's intellectual property practice group, said in the 

statement. "In addition, their expertise in IP and the life sciences sector bolsters 

two designated areas of growth for the firm." 

 

Burdman and Sauers have worked on several successful cases together at 

Crowell & Moring. 

 

William Sauers 

Both attorneys assisted in representing E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Co. in trade 

secrets litigation, also in Virginia, against Kolon Industries concerning Kevlar 

technology. They helped obtain a $919 million verdict against Kolon after a 

seven-week jury trial in 2011. 

 

The U.S. Supreme Court recently rejected Kolon’s bid for review of an appeals 

court ruling allowing a judge who once represented DuPont to oversee the suit.  

Additionally, they represented LifeNet Health in a Virginia federal court 
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infringement action over a patent for improving the preservation of bone and soft-tissue grafts, scoring 

a $35 million verdict against LifeCell Corp. in November. 

 

Burdman also helped AT&T Inc. win a December 2012 Federal Circuit ruling saying an inventor who had 

agreed to call off his caller ID patent infringement allegations against AT&T and Verizon 

Communications Inc. could not sue the companies again over the same patent. 

 

While both attorneys look forward to capitalizing on King & Spalding’s diverse practice areas that will 

help inform their IP work, Burdman in particular was drawn to the firm for a different sort of diversity. 

 

“King & Spalding is a leader in including women in the IP space and making sure that the teams 

counseling our clients are diverse,” she told Law360, saying she's looking forward to participating in the 

firm's Women in IP program for recruiting women in science, technology, engineering and math fields. 

 

Burdman was an early participant in the Women in Science Project at Dartmouth College, where she 

earned her A.B. in biochemistry and molecular biology. She received her J.D. from Fordham University 

School of Law in 2003 and worked as an attorney at Greenberg Traurig LLP from 2003 until she joined 

Crowell & Moring in 2005. 

 

Sauers got his undergraduate degree at King’s College and received his J.D. from Villanova University 

School of Law. He was an attorney for the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office from 1999 to 2002 and 

joined Crowell & Moring in 2002. 

 

--Editing by Brian Baresch.  
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