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FTC veteran Armstrong joins King & Spalding
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Norman A Armstrong Jr, a deputy director 
of the Federal Trade Commission’s bureau of 
competition, is joining King & Spalding as a 
partner in its Washington, DC office, the firm 
announced yesterday.

It was Armstrong’s last day at the commission 
after having served in various roles for nearly two 
decades. The 45-year-old first came to the agency 
in 1995 after graduating from Howard University 
School of Law.

 Armstrong said he is thrilled to be joining King 
& Spalding’s antitrust practice, which he says is 
a great fit for him. He became familiar with the 
work of the firm’s “strategic and knowledgeable 
attorneys” when they were on the other side of a 
range of matters at the FTC.

Jeff Spigel, head of King & Spalding’s antitrust practice, said lawyers with Armstrong’s depth of 
government antitrust experience are rare. “He has known a lot of us for a long time,” Spigel said. 
“His experience and relationships that he built over 20 years at the FTC and being one of the very 
few career people that was given a political position as deputy bureau director, which I think was a 
recognition of his personality skills and talent, will be a tremendous fit with our practice.” 

Armstrong is the first partner King & Spalding has hired from the FTC, and he complements the 
existing partners with Department of Justice criminal experience, Spigel said. These include Wendy 
Huang Waszmer, who was assistant chief of the DoJ antitrust division’s New York office prior to 
joining the firm last year.

“That DoJ experience now coupled with the FTC experience, it’s going to catapult us into a 
leadership position in the antitrust bar,” Spigel said. “We enjoy very good relationships and 
reputations with the FTC and DoJ, so Norm is somebody we had our eye on for a while. Not only 
was he friends with folks, but the way we handle matters for clients is something he respected,” which 
gave King & Spalding an advantage in attracting him when large firms became aware that he was 
looking to enter private practice. 

Norman A Armstrong Jr
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Armstrong began at the commission as a staff attorney in Mergers I, and went on to serve in 
positions including counsel to the director, liaison to the Department of Defense, and deputy 
assistant director of the Mergers IV division.

“I truly enjoyed my experience at the agency and am going to miss working with so many talented 
people,” Armstrong said.

David Wales, head of the antitrust practice at Jones Day, worked with Armstrong when Wales was 
a deputy director at the commission and Armstrong was deputy assistant director. “Norm really is 
the full package. He’s smart, got good judgment, and he’s a great guy. I expect him to do very well in 
private practice,” Wales said.

He singled out Armstrong’s work as a lead litigator in the Inova/Prince William merger, which was 
the agency’s first successful challenge to a hospital deal in many years, and overall management of 
the Mergers IV shop. Wales added that Armstrong also was an important factor in blocking the 
CCC/Mitchell tie-up of auto insurance software companies.

Current bureau of competition director Deborah Feinstein said: “Norm has been an outstanding 
lawyer at the FTC for the past 19 years and his departure is an enormous loss to the agency and to 
me personally. He has made significant contributions to a lengthy list of matters. His legal skills are 
first-rate and his judgment impeccable. We all wish him the best of luck as he embarks on a new 
professional challenge.”

As deputy director, Armstrong oversaw the Mergers II, III and IV divisions, as well as competition 
matters staffed by the San Francisco and Seattle regional offices. This portfolio included litigation 
or investigation of ProMedica/St Luke’s, Phoebe Putney/Palmyra Park, Whole Foods/Wild Oats, 
Kroger’s/Harris-Teeter, Google/AdMob, Dow/Rohm & Hass, and Pfizer/Wyeth, as well as Coca-
Cola’s and Pepsi’s attempts to acquire their bottlers.

King & Spalding represented third party Price Waterhouse Coopers during the commission’s probe 
of Phoebe Putney, and intervenor Winn-Dixie Stores in the Whole Foods merger litigation. The 
Atlanta-founded firm is longtime counsel to Coca-Cola.

Armstrong is currently the vice chair of the American Bar Association antitrust section’s pricing 
conduct committee. He received his bachelor of arts degree from the University of Virginia in 1991.
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