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King & Spalding Hires FTC Official For Antitrust Group In DC 

By Kat Greene 

Law360, Los Angeles (October 06, 2014, 10:29 PM ET) --  

King & Spalding LLP said Monday it picked up a former U.S. Federal Trade 
Commissiondirector with experience monitoring mergers and other deals in 
the entertainment, retail, technology, health care as well as oil and gas 
industries to bolster the firm’s antitrust practice in Washington, D.C. 
 
Norman A. Armstrong Jr. was most recently the deputy director of the Bureau 
of Competition at the FTC, where he investigated mergers, acquisitions and 
joint ventures, his new firm said on Monday. 
 
At the FTC, Armstrong led three divisions, overseeing some of the agency’s 
high-profile litigation, King & Spalding said. This is his first foray into private 
practice, according to the firm. 
 
“We are thrilled to have a lawyer of Norm’s caliber join our growing antitrust 
practice. Lawyers with his depth of government antitrust experience are rare,” Jeff Spigel, head of King 
& Spalding’s antitrust practice, said in a statement Monday. “His expertise in merger and other 
competition issues, which he developed in his nearly 20 years of experience at all levels of the FTC’s 
Bureau of Competition, complements King & Spalding’s competition law practice.” 
 
Among the deals Armstrong investigated during his time at the FTC were The Kroger Co.’s proposed 
acquisition of Harris Teeter Supermarkets Inc., Google Inc.’s proposed acquisition of AdMob, PepsiCo 
Inc.'s and The Coca-Cola Co.'s proposed acquisitions of their largest bottlers and Pfizer’s $68 billion 
acquisition of Wyeth, according to the firm. 
 
He also oversaw some of the agency’s litigation matters, including Whole Foods Market Inc.’s proposed 
acquisition of Wild Oats Market and two health system merger proposals, King & Spalding said. 
 
Armstrong is one of “a very few” antitrust lawyers to serve under both Republican and Democrat 
administrations, the firm said. 
 
“Norm’s work across industries such as technology, life sciences, health care and energy will be a good 
fit with King & Spalding’s existing strengths in these sectors,” Bobby Meadows, leader of King & 
Spalding’s business litigation practice, said in the statement. 
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Armstrong received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Virginia and earned his law degree from 
Howard University Law School. He joined the FTC as a staff attorney in 1995 and was a liaison to the 
Department of Defense from 2001-06. 
 
Armstrong’s hiring is at least the fourth in three months for the 800-lawyer firm. 
 
In September, King & Spalding hired Kathy L. Poppitt, a former Cox Smith Matthews Inc. partner with 
more than 25 years' experience in administrative law and in health care litigation and regulatory law, for 
its health care practice in Austin, Texas. 
 
And in August, it picked up former Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP partner and trade secrets expert 
Thomas J. Gray and Matthew Jacobson, an attorney experienced with Silicon Valley’s technology sector 
from Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer. 
 
--Additional reporting by Daniel Siegal, Tom Zanki and Caroline Simson. Editing by Chris Yates. 
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