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Global 20: King & Spalding 

By Max Stendahl 

Law360, New York (August 26, 2014, 3:45 PM ET) -- A decadelong expansion effort has pushed King & 
Spalding LLP into emerging legal hot spots like the United Arab Emirates and Singapore while producing 
lucrative work for its energy, finance and global disputes practices, earning the firm a spot on Law360's 
Global 20 for the third time. 
 
Founded in Atlanta in 1885, King & Spalding has grown to include 17 offices, including nine outside the 
United States. Of the firm's 897 attorneys, nearly 15 percent work overseas. 
 
The Global 20 firm opened its first international office in London in 2003. In 2007, as part of a long-term 
strategic plan, King & Spalding launched offices in Dubai, United Arab Emirates; as well as Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. New offices were later opened in Moscow; Singapore; and Frankfurt, Germany. 
 
With the rapid expansion came a need for more personnel. The firm says it recruited 151 lawyers from 
April 2012 to April 2013, with more than 40 percent of the attorneys joining offices outside the U.S. 
 
Garry Pegg, managing partner of King & Spalding’s London office, said the firm's core recruitment 
strategies had not changed. 
 
"The market is certainly tighter, but there is one attribute that stands the test of time, and that's 
quality," Pegg said. "Clients expect it, and so do we." 
 
Those brought on board during the recent hiring blitz include Mehdi Haroun, the former head of Herbert 
Smith Freehills' North Africa practice, in Paris; former Bird & Birdpartner Ulf Grundmann in Frankfurt; 
and former Simmons & Simmons' dispute resolution expert Adrian Cole in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates. 
 
In September 2013, King & Spalding hired Angela Hayes, formerly a partner at Mayer Brown LLP, to 
establish a London-based financial services regulatory practice. Hayes has already been collaborating 
with other lawyers, including those in the U.S.-based government investigations group, on client 
matters. 
 
Philip Weems, a Houston-based partner who co-heads King & Spalding's global energy practice, has 
witnessed the firm's global expansion firsthand. He previously served as managing partner of the firm's 
three offices in the Middle East, and as managing partner of the Singapore office, a key locale for 
international arbitration disputes and energy projects. 
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"We've had people who come to us from smaller firms who want a bigger platform, and people from 
bigger firms who want a more focused platform," Weems said. 
 
Weems and Pegg both described King & Spalding's global expansion as primarily an effort to bolster 
prominent practice areas, including energy, financial institutions, life sciences, government 
investigations and intellectual property. The firm opened an office in Paris in 2009 to expand its 
international arbitration practice, despite turmoil in the global economy at the time. 
 
"That doesn't mean we don't look at and support practice groups outside of that list; it's just that those 
are the areas that we are best known for in the market," Pegg said. "It makes sense to play to our 
strengths." 
 
Future expansion efforts could focus on Asia, though the firm is wary of opening new offices simply for 
the sake of appearances. 
 
“We want to learn from other peoples’ mistakes,” Weems said. “We want to make sure our office is not 
following what others have done, but what’s right for King & Spalding.” 
 
With its global aspirations, the firm has continued to undertake significant cross-border matters for 
clients. King & Spalding represented Credit Suisse AG in its recent $2.6 billion settlement with the U.S. 
Department of Justice and other federal and state regulators over allegations the bank helped American 
citizens evade taxes. As part of the deal, Credit Suisse agreed to plead guilty to a criminal conspiracy 
charge, a rarity for a major bank. 
 
In another high-profile matter, King & Spalding represented Medtronic Inc. in an investigation under the 
U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. The probe was completed without any enforcement action or 
criminal charges filed against the company. 
 
The energy practice has broken new ground in recent years. King & Spalding lawyers 
represent Anadarko Petroleum Corp. on all aspects of its $50 billion liquid natural gas, or LNG, export 
project in Mozambique. According to the firm, it is likely the largest single energy investment in Africa. 
 
King & Spalding's energy group also advises Noble Energy on a potential LNG export project in Cyprus, 
which would be the first such project in the European Union. 
 
The global disputes practice has also racked up significant victories, including obtaining a $506 million 
award for two Moldovan investors and their companies in a Stockholm Chamber of Commerce 
arbitration proceeding against Kazakhstan over supposed violations of the Energy Charter Treaty. That is 
the largest award under that treaty in history, according to the firm. 
 
Of course, the U.S. and London-based offices continue to serve as major hubs of activity for the firm, 
according to Pegg. 
 
"Like all top-tier law firms, it makes sense to endeavor to serve those clients in major jurisdictions 
throughout the world," he said. "London of course is a key component of that strategy given the 
importance of English law throughout the world and London being, arguably, the prime location for 
international business and commerce." 
 



 

 

Weems and Pegg say the future looks bright for King & Spalding in all corners of the globe. Next year will 
mark the 20-year anniversary of the launch of the Houston office — an occasion to celebrate. 
 
"We're happy with our success, and look forward to the next 20,” Weems said. 
 
--Editing by Katherine Rautenberg. 
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