
Peace Offerings 
 Several years ago, I shared with you a brief editorial penned by 
Henry Van Dyke. It is one of my favorite literary pieces written about 
Christmas. Though the language is a bit antiquated, I share it with 
you again in hopes that it may inspire you as it does me. 

 "——there is a better thing than the observance of Christmas 
day, and that is, keeping Christmas. 
 "Are you willing to forget what you have done for other people, 
and to remember what other people have done for you; to ignore 
what the world owes you, and to think what you owe the world; to 
put your rights in the background, and your duties in the middle dis-
tance, and your chances to do a little more than your duty in the 
foreground; to see that your fellow-men are just as real as you are, 
and try to look behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for joy; to 
own that probably the only good reason for your existence is not 
what you are going to get out of life, but what you are going to give 
to life; to close your book of complaints against the management of 
the universe, and look around you for a place where you can sow a 
few seeds of happiness - are you willing to do these things even for 
a day? Then you can keep Christmas. 
 "Are you willing to stoop down and consider the needs and the 
desires of little children; to remember the weakness and loneliness 
of people who are growing old; to stop asking how much your 
friends love you, and ask yourself whether you love them enough; to 
bear in mind the things that other people have to bear on their 
hearts; to try to understand what those who live in the same house 
with you really want, without waiting for them to tell you; to trim your 
lamp so that it will give more light and less smoke, and to carry it in 
front so that your shadow will fall behind you; to make a grave for 
your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your kindly feelings, with the 
gate open - are you willing to do these things even for a day? Then 
you can keep Christmas. 
 "Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the 
world—stronger than hate, stronger than evil, stronger than death— 
and that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem nineteen hun-
dred years ago is the image and brightness of Eternal Love? Then 
you can keep Christmas. 
 "And if you can keep it for a day, why not always? 
 "But you can never keep it alone."  
      Amen, and amen. 
 Grace and peace, 
 Pax 

 

 

Wednesday, December 14 

NE Clergy Cluster, 9:30 a.m. 

Regional Office in Topeka 

 

 

Friday-Monday, December 23-26 

Christmas Holiday 

All Regional Offices Closed 

 

 

Friday-Monday, December 31-

January 2 

New Year’s Holiday 

All Regional Offices Closed 
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Pax’ December Schedule 
 

1  Office & funeral in Ottawa (p.m.) 

2  Day off 

3  Retirement Party for Pax—FCC, Topeka 

4  Church visit—West Side CC, Topeka 

5-7 Office 

8  Day off 

9  Office & Staff Christmas Gathering 

10  Vacation 

11  Church visit—BBCC, Salina 

12-13 Office 

14  NE Clergy Cluster, Topeka Office 

15  Office 

16  Day off 

17  Vacation 

18  Church visit—FCC, Leavenworth 

19-21 Vacation 

22  Day off 

23-26 Christmas holiday—offices closed 

27-29 Vacation 

30-31 New Year’s holiday—offices closed 

[Schedule is subject to change without notice.] 

This  newsletter  is  sponsored  by  the  Northeast District of 
the Christian Church in Kansas (Disciples of Christ).  The office 
is located at 2914 SW MacVicar, Topeka, KS  66611.  

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
 

Dec. 23 Christmas Holiday, Reg’l Offices Closed 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
Dec. 25 Christmas 
Dec. 26 Christmas Holiday, Reg’l Offices Closed 
Dec. 30 Regional Offices Closed  

Did you know… 

… Paxton’s last scheduled day in the office 
may be December 15? But he’ll be available if 
you need him thru the end of the year. 

… this may be the last issue of the NE Enews-
letter? Or not? 

… you will be missed!!! 

Remind & Renew January 25-26, 2017 
Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa 

 

A New Reformation:  
What Should Christianity Become? 

Regional Spiritual Retreat 

March 16 - 18, 2017 

Heartland Center for Spirituality Great Bend, KS 
 

Cost:  $135.00 
 

One Body - One Spirit 
 

Dr. Belva Brown Jordan 
Associate Dean of Curriculum and 
Assessment as well as an associate 
professor of the Practice of Ministry 
at Claremont School of Theology in 

California.   

May this Christmas fill your 
homes with the peace and joy of 

Christ. 
May this coming year bring you  

even more close to God. 
Merry Christmas to you and 

your family. 

Brite Ministers Week, Fort Worth 

February 20-23, 2017 

Re-envisioning Spirituality, Community, & 
Faithful Living  

Register online at www.brite.edu/mw.  

http://www.brite.edu/mw

