
Peace Offerings 
 My late father wrote a weekly church newsletter for over 40 years, so 

it is taking me quite a while to re-format and index them in the possibly 
vain hope that someday I might publish them. Articulate and highly intelli-

gent, Daddy wrote with passion, depth and humor of what it means to be 

a true follower of Christ—and a brilliance that was mirrored in all of his 

sermons. In the 30+ years of columns that I’ve gotten thru, only one has 

surprised me. 

 The passion of this particular column was surpassed only by the depth 

of his anger, an anger that was palpable to anyone reading the words of 

this man who rarely, rarely, was angry in 

public. What kindled such an outburst on 

his part?   

 In response to the unrest of the Civil 

Rights Movement, the Disciples General 

Assembly in 1968 established a Reconcili-

ation Offering to help address the issues 

of systemic racism in our nation—and his 

congregation had collected its very first 

such offering the previous Sunday.  Or, 

rather, had not collected it. 

 Only four—four—families out of the 200 plus families in the congrega-

tion had given anything … and Daddy was HOT, madder than I’d ever 

seen him, and deeply embarrassed by and for them … and he told them 

that in no uncertain terms! Daddy, you see, grew up in the segregated 

south, then served as a U.S. Army Chaplain in World War II, and had seen 

firsthand the systemic racism that haunted the lives of Blacks and others 

“of color” … and he hated it, and fought against it every chance he had. I 

don’t know, but I suspect, more folks contributed to the Reconciliation 

Offering the following Sunday; I do know he never wrote another column 

like that one! 

 Much is being written, said, and done these days that reveals systemic 

racism remains rampant in this country.  The need to address—and to 
END—such discrimination remains great and grows more urgent each 

day. The Disciples Reconciliation Offering, being received in most of our 

congregations both last Sunday and next, needs your support. 

 Please give generously!   

      Grace and peace, 

      Pax 
 

Wednesday, October 12 

NE Clergy Cluster , 9:30 a.m. 
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“How does God’s love abide in 

anyone who has the world’s goods 

and sees a brother or sister in need 

and yet refuses to help?” 

    —1 John 3:17  

 

Pax’ October Schedule 
 

1  Attend Winnie Denzler funeral, Topeka 

2  Church visit—Holton 

3-5 Office 

6  Day off 

7-9 Vacation 

10-11 Office 
12  NE Clergy Cluster—come be part of the 

  discussion on the future of the NE 

  District and regional ministry 

13  Office & TPD Chaplains meeting 

14  Day off 

15  Vacation??? 
16  Church visit—Leavenworth (Lynn 

  Dickson’s retirement celebration) 

17  Staff meeting—Topeka 

18-19 Office 

20  Day off 

21-22 Committee on Order of the Ministry— 

  Riverside-Wichita 

23  Church visit—FCC, Topeka (preach) 

24  Office 

25  Budget planning 

26-27 Office 

28  Day off 

29  Gala & Auction—Tawakoni 

30  Church visit—Herington 

31  Office 

[Schedule is subject to change without notice.] 

This  newsletter  is  sponsored  by  the  Northeast District of 
the Christian Church in Kansas (Disciples of Christ).  The office 
is located at 2914 SW MacVicar, Topeka, KS  66611.  

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
 

Oct. 5-7 KDW Midweek Retreat, Disciples 
 Center at Tawakoni, Augusta 
Oct. 7-9 KDW Weekend Retreat, Disciples 
 Center at Tawakoni, Augusta 
Oct. 7 2017 KDW Retreat Planning, Disciples 
 Center at Tawakoni, Augusta 
Oct. 21-22 Committee on Ministry, Riverside 
 Christian Church, Wichita 
Oct. 29 Gala, Disciples Center at Tawakoni,  
 Augusta 

Did you know… 

… that FCC-Leavenworth will honor Lynn Dick-
son with a combined worship service, potluck 
and program on October 16 as he retires? 
… that Dale Walling begins as the Intentional 
Interim at FCC-Leavenworth on October 17? 
… that Jerry Zanker has announced his plan to 
retire within the next year as pastor of FCC in 
Marysville? 
… that Dale Matherly, senior minister of FCC-
Topeka, is the new District Moderator? 
… that we will discuss the future of the district 
and region at Clergy Cluster on October 12? 
Please come be part of the discussion! 

Nebraska-Kansas Joint Regional Assembly 

November 11-12, 2016 

Register now at: 

http://kansasdisciples.org/jra-registration-now-

Camp Gala & Auction 
October 29 

Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
 

10:30 a.m.  Silent Auction 
12:30 p.m.  Dinner & Live Auction 

 

$30 registration fee due by Friday, October 
21. Register online at http://kansasdisciples.org/
register-camp-gala/ or download the 2016 Camp 
Gala & Auction Registration Form and mail with 
payment to the Regional Office in Topeka. 

http://www.kansasdisciples.org/jraregistration-now-open/
http://kansasdisciples.org/register-camp-gala/
http://kansasdisciples.org/register-camp-gala/
http://kansasdisciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/2016-Gala-Regis-Form.pdf
http://kansasdisciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/2016-Gala-Regis-Form.pdf

