
Peace Offerings 
  Where’s the Sorting Hat when you need it?  You know about the 

Sorting Hat, don’t you?  Every first year student at the mythical Hog-
warts of Harry Potter fame had his or her name called, in alphabetical 

order, and would have to sit on a stool at the front of the Great Hall. 

The Sorting Hat was then placed on the student’s head, and it would 

determine in which of the four Houses he or she would best fit. 
 I need the help of a Hat like that, not to see where I’ll fit best but to 

help me with the sorting of my “stuff” at the office.  Exploring the boxes 

and files one accumulates throughout 41 years of ministry is a daunting 

task!  One moment you’re wondering why the heck you kept that piece 

of trivia; the next, your eyes are misty with nostalgia as you inspect a 

group of fading photographs from your ordination.  
 There are notes and cards in what my late father would have called 

my “Roses and Thorns” folder. That one’s easy; like him, I’ll keep the 

Roses and throw away the Thorns. I need to downsize, you know?  
 Old sermons go into a box for shipping to the Disciples of Christ 

Historical Society, which insists they want them. 
 Books are not so simple a decision.  I don’t have enough room at 

home for all of them and, frankly, I haven’t referred to some of them 

since my days at seminary. Some I’ll leave for the next Regional Minister, 

as my predecessor did for me; maybe he or she will find them helpful, as 

I did. Others I inherited from my Dad; I’ll keep a number of them until 

I’ve actually had time to read them. The newer ones and the ones with 

sentimental value, will go home with me (sorry, Janie). But where does 

one draw the line—and what do you do with the rest now that many of 

our clergy and most seminaries have gone digital? 
 Then there are those nine boxes of frogs (plastic, ceramic, metal and 

stone) that have appeared over the years since my dear friend Bonnie 

gave a children’s sermon in which she referred to all frogs as yucky and 

slimy. As I stood up to preach, I reminded her that I am a Horned Frog 

and I consider myself neither of those things. The first frog appeared the 

following Sunday in my water glass on the pulpit; the rest, as they say, is 

history. Guess I’ll sort out the Horned Frogs from all the others and find  

a place for them at the house. 
 In the midst of this clutter, regional ministry still relentlessly goes on! 

But you’ll understand if it takes me a moment to get to the phone. 

   Grace and peace, 

   Pax 

P.S. Anyone want a plastic frog? How about several hundred of them? 

 

Wednesday, August 10, Topeka 

Staff meeting, 

 

 

Friday-Saturday, August 12-13 

Disciples Center at Tawakoni 

Men’s Odyssey Retreat 

[registration deadline has been 

extended to August 5] 

 

 

Monday-Tuesday, August 15-16 

GCOM video conferences 

 

 

Wednesday-Saturday,  

August 24-27, Indianapolis 

College of Regional Ministers & 

Forum of Regional Moderators 
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Pax’ August Schedule 
 

1 Office & on-call TPD chaplain  

2-4 Office 

5  Day off 

6  Office 

7  Church visit—FCC, Topeka 

8  Office  

9  Office & FCC-Leavenworth (p.m.) 

10  Staff meeting, Topeka 

11  Office 

12  Day off 

13  Ault wedding, El Dorado 

14  Church visit—FCC, Ottawa 

15-16 GCOM video conferences 

17  Office 

18  Office & on-call TPD chaplain 

19  Day off 

20  UCC Mission Fest, Kansas City 

21  Vacation  

22  Office 

23  Office & on-call TPD chaplain 

24-27 CRM/FORUM, Indianapolis 

28  Church visit—West Side, Topeka 

29-31 Office 

 

[Schedule is subject to change without notice.] 

This  newsletter  is  sponsored  by  the  Northeast District of 
the Christian Church in Kansas (Disciples of Christ).  The office 
is located at 2914 SW MacVicar, Topeka, KS  66611.  

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
Aug. 1-3 Rural Ministry Retreat, Manna House of 
  Prayer, Concordia 
Aug. 12-13 Men’s Odyssey Retreat,  Disciples Center 
  at Tawakoni, Augusta  

Boundaries Training 2016 
Healthy Clergy Lifestyles 

 

September 8 at FCC, Topeka 
 

10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Cost:  $35.00 

$10 for Spouses & Lay Leaders 

Sponsored by Kansas Disciples Men  

with the generosity of the Kansas Bible Chair 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE—extended to August 5, 2016 

register online at www.kansasdisciples.org 

A Kansas Disciples Men’s endeavor to intentionally 
help boys, their father figures, and men in general, to 

develop Christ-like character. 

          Kansas Disciples Men’s 

          Amazing Odyssey  

         Adventure 
 

August 12-13, 2016 
 

Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ray Gryder will be the facilitator 

 for the Kansas Disciples Men’s  

 Retreat. 

   

register online at www.kansasdisciples.org 

Disciples Men’s Fall Retreat 
 

Friday & Saturday 

September 23-24, 2016 

Disciples Center at  Tawakoni 

Walking After God:  Insights for Being 

Did you know… 
… that Russ Cooper & Matt Broxterman are the new 
co-pastors at FCC-Atchison as of a month ago?  
… that Lynn Dickson has announced his retirement as 
pastor of FCC-Leavenworth at the end of October? 
… that it’s time to register for our Joint Regional As-
sembly [with Nebraska] this November in Salina? 
... That it’s also time to register for the 2017 General 
Assembly in Indianapolis, sort of? Housing reserva-
tions can be made at www.disciples.org/ga as of this 
writing, but registration for the assembly itself cannot. 

http://www.kansasdisciples.org
http://www.kansasdisciples.org

