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The Red Scarf
It’s Sunday morning and
the congregation slowly
files in. Old friends greet
each other with a smile
and a handshake. Children dressed in
their Sunday best laugh and play under
the careful watch of parents and
grandparents. Draped over a seat in the
third row is a red scarf. Warm and soft,
woven together in a simple repeating
pattern of bright red yarn, the red scarf
sits ignored by those passing by. The red
scarf says, “this seat is taken.”
One by one the seats fill up and yet the
seat with the red scarf remains empty.
Worship begins and yet the seat with the
red scarf remains empty. The pastor
stands up to give the message and still it
remains empty.
The red scarf represents a domestic
violence victim. The red scarf represents
a brother, a sister, a friend that has
suffered abuse at the hand of someone
they loved. The red scarf reminds us not
to forget.

Studies show, 1 in 4 women will
experience domestic violence in her
lifetime. An estimated 1.3 million women
and 835,000 men are victims of physical
assault by an intimate partner each year.
Every year, more than 3 million children
witness domestic violence in their
homes.
In Kansas, someone is abused every 22
minutes, and someone is killed due to
domestic violence every 19 days. But
statistically less than 14% of domestic
abuse cases even get reported.
Violence against women is an ongoing
global issue that includes domestic
violence, sexual assault, incest, murder,
female infanticide, genital mutilation,
dowry death, sexual harassment,
discrimination, sex trafficking, abuse, and
more.
How much violence is enough violence?
What sacrifice is required for the world
to become aware of the violence done to
women especially that violence that
results in the death of an increasing
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Leading through Transition
October 1-3
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October 3-5; 5-7
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Art of Church Communication . Pg. 3
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Thanksgiving Special Offering for Higher Education
November 11 & 18
On November 11 and 18, Disciples
churches like yours will collect the
Thanksgiving offering. Your gift to the
Thanksgiving offering helps to support
From the very beginnings of the
the work of our institutions of higher
movement, Disciples have founded
learning in many ways: financially
institutions of higher learning,
supporting Disciples related schools,
encouraging students in their intellectual providing undergraduate scholarships
pursuits. Currently, over 50,000 students and support for spiritual life offices, and
attend our 14 Disciples related colleges providing scholarships and support for
and universities or seven seminaries and those pursuing theological education.
divinity houses.
This November, give generously to
this year’s Thanksgiving offering. Your
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gifts make a world of difference as
Disciples continue our legacy of
supporting education and our
institutions of higher learning.

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

Thoughts from your Regional Minister
As I write this, I’m both exhausted and
amazed at the journey I have been on
these past months. Hearing that I had a
form of leukemia (MDS) was difficult to
grasp. Yet, thanks to many, including
modern medicine and God’s Spirit, it
appears that the disease is conquered
and I’m getting stronger each day!
I had no idea how much energy it
would take to overcome my condition.
The hospital did everything possible to
prepare me; yet, if I had known in
advance, I may have walked away from
it! I’ve never been so overwhelmed with
all the medical practices and the long list

including those who came from Oregon
to assist. I am blessed richly with many
of conditions, and the “just wait and see” who extended comfort and support, and
as I have experienced over these past
for all of these people I will always be
four and a half months.
grateful!
This entire experience has allowed me
As I’ve been on the other side of caring,
to see the hands and feet of Jesus from a I’m keenly aware of how the church – the
different perspective. I’m so grateful to
body of Christ – extends itself to those
have the support and care of many,
who are struggling and are in need. I only
including the thoughts, prayers, cards
wish everyone could experience the love
and even visits of so many caring folks
and care that I have. What a different
across our region.
world we would live in if we all took time
I’m grateful for my colleagues who
to reach out in times of need.
made sure my responsibilities were
covered and to those who took on extra
Many blessings,
duties to make sure the camp season was
Steve Martin
successful. Thank you, to my family

News From the Pews
Augusta First Christian
Church celebrated their
125th Anniversary of
ministry on Sunday,
September 23.
Memorabilia from
throughout their years
was out on display and
members had the
opportunity to share
stories during worship. A potluck celebration was
held following worship.

Intentional Interim
Minister, Steve Bridwell
received the honored
minister’s pin on Sunday
July 29 (pictured left).
Bridwell finished his
ministry with Topeka West
Side CC and retired from active ministry.
Also pictured are his wife and Regional Minister Renee Bridwell (left) and
Becky Duncan (right). Donna Gilchrist (pictured right) was installed as
the new pastor.

John Sowers was installed on August 5 as the
new pastor at Leavenworth First Christian
Church. Regional Minister Renee Bridwell led
the Installation Covenant

“A Just World for All”
The Great Bend First Christian Church Youth recently
had a scavenger hunt to benefit Camp Tawakoni. They
collected needed paper goods and cleaning supplies
such as paper towels, paper plates, plastic food
storage bags, kitchen trash bags, toilet paper, plastic
silverware, paper napkins, Kleenex tissues; bottles of
bleach; liquid hand soap; dish soap, laundry detergent,
and Pinesol. Thanks to all who participated!
Want to help? See Restock our Pantry story on pg 3.
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Our partners in the KansasOklahoma Conference of the
UCC invite us to join them to
hear keynote speaker, the Rev.
Traci Blackmon, on the theme, A
Just World for All, 9 a.m.-3:30
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 13, at the
Wichita Marriott Hotel, 9100
Corporate Hills Dr.
Blackmon, the UCC executive
Minister of Justice & Local

Church & Senior Pastor of Christ
the King United Church of Christ,
Florissant, Mo., is well known for
her compassion and
commitment to
those often
forgotten and
excluded in the
halls of power.

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

Attention College Students!
Do you love camp?

Tawakoni Gala & Auction
February 16
Snow Day February 23
Disciples Center at Tawakoni
Save the date for the Tawakoni Gala
and Auction. Registration opens in
December.
Auction items can be dropped off at
any regional office. Include a donation
form, found at
www.kansasdisciples.org/tawakonigala, with your item(s)

Apply for Tawakoni
Summer Camp Leadership
Internship. Applications
can be found on our
website,
www.kansasdisciples.org/
summer-camp.
Interns assist with a
variety of tasks and
activities including

maintaining the pool,
lifeguarding, tending
campfires, leading games,
serving food, washing
and to lead music and
dishes, facilitating
energizers!
challenge course activities, Application Deadline is
tending grounds, and
February 28
more. They’ve even been
known to step in as
counselors when needed,

Save the Date!
Art of Church Communication

Join the EcoChallenge!
Sometimes a brief
restart or behavioral
experiment can
support a new habit.
Disciples Green Chalice
is inviting all and any
faith communities and
individuals to join the
21-Day EcoChallenge
October 3-24.
The EcoChallenge is a 21-day
sustainability engagement program.
Individuals and faith communities
track and share their creation care
progress online in a robust platform
and earn points for taking action.
The combination of collective
action, camaraderie, and friendly
competition make change a little

easier – and a lot more fun. The
EcoChallenge is free and open to the
public, and may help kickstart your
congregation into some new habits.
Challenge categories include waste,
food, health, transportation, energy,
community, nature, water, simplicity
and “create your own.”
You can participate in two ways:
1. Join the denominational Green
Chalice Team at disciples.org
2. Register your congregation or group
as a team at disciples.org

Tuesdays in March

Topics:


Your Church Story in Photographs:
Learn how to take, edit, select, and publish
pictures that tell your church story.



Building Your Church’s Public Image:
Explore how to intentionally bring unity,
purpose, and consistency to how you
communicate your church mission.



The Community Connection:
Explore how to reach beyond your walls
and speak the language of your community.



The Welcome Center:
Take a first-time visitor’s perspective to
learn how to build community through
relationship.

KCH Holiday Bazaar
The Kansas Christian Home
Auxiliary invites you to participate in
the 2018 Holiday Bazaar, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturday, November 3.
Suggested donations include:
 Quilts/Afghans
 Wooden Toys
 Aprons
 Jewelry (No watches)
 Cash
Proceeds go to purchase necessary
equipment for the residents. For more
information or to donate contact
Esther Schroeder at 316-217-7060.
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HELP!
Restock our Supply Closet
Several items are needed to replenish our stock at Tawakoni. Donations can
be dropped off at any regional office or the camp. Don’t have time to shop?
Give financially at www.kansasdisciples.org.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bleach
Facial tissue
Liquid hand soap refills
Liquid laundry soap
Napkins
Paper plates
Paper towels

•
•
•
•
•

All-purpose cleaner
Plastic forks
Toilet paper
Trash bags—all sizes
Plastic zipper food storage bags—all
sizes
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

Birthdays:

Anniversaries:

All the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond

All those who are celebrating 50, 60, 65 and more years together

August

August:

Bill Spencer, Wichita Hillside CC

95

Bob & Dow Myrick, Oxford CC

50

September:

October
Eunice Hougland, Wichita Hillside CC
Berea Nigus, Hiawatha First CC
Octava Jones, Wichita, Hillside CC
Doug Spatz, Wichita Hillside CC
Marjorie Mitchell, Wichita Hillside CC
Billie Krehbiel, Wichita Hillside CC
Roy Browning, Topeka West Side CC
Gerry Browning, Topeka West Side CC
Shirley Neal, Wichita Hillside CC
Steve Faubion, Salina Belmont Blvd CC

104
102
95
95
95
95
90
90
90
80

November
Lucille Bingham, Baxter Springs First CC
Katherin Murphy, Wichita Hillside CC
Wanda Sanborn, Wichita Hillside CC

100
100
95

All those who have served 25 years or more in ministry

November

Garland Bohn
Don Richardson
Robert A. Brown
Debbie Lorenz
Steve Traw
David Todd
Sallie Shore [CME]

1960
1962
1965
1982
1982
1983
1992

Bill McConnell
Jim Hollingsworth
Ruth Ann Jones
Larry Walls

50

October:
Robert & Jane Hutton, Fredonia First CC

71

November:
Clarence & Lois Bryant, Scott City First CC
Gene & Nadine Burtin, Eureka Christian & Cong'l Church
Joe & Helen Marshall, Erie First CC
George & Betty Chapman, Fredonia First CC

77
72
69
67

Transitions:
Hillside Christian Church called Etienna Mertel as their
interim Associate minister beginning in July through
November and Rob Tulloch will begin in November.
Penny Goldberg began her ministry at Sedan First
Christian Church in June.

Ordination Anniversaries
October

Skip & Marie Overmiller, Smith Center First CC

1980
1982
1987
1993

MOVING? Take us with you!
Notify us of your new email and contact
information to continue receiving the longest
running regional newspaper among all
Disciples. Call 785-266-2914 or email

Dennis Fulbright ended his ministry at Hiawatha in
August.
Andy Newbrey began his ministry at Faith Christian
Church in Wichita in September.
Riverside Christian Church called Kipp Wolfe as their
interim pastor beginning September 30.
Rodney Hopper begins his ministry at Scott City First
Christian Church in November.
Kansas Regional Office
Steve Martin, Regional Minister
Susan White, Executive Secretary
2914 SW MacVicar Ave.
Topeka 66611-1787
785-266-2914; 800-737-8130
Fax: 785-266-0174

Central & High Plains Satellite
Office
Ken Marston, Regional Minister
Kathy Foster, Admin. Assistant
5230 Broadway Avenue
Great Bend 67530-3208
620-792-6490; Fax: 620-792-1268

Barb Runge, Disciples Women

Steve Martin:
Steve is continuing to get stronger and the doctors have
released him to come back to Kansas beginning in
October. Steve and Debby thank all who have visited,
prayed and sent notes of encouragement. See Thoughts
From Your Regional Minister on page 2
Follow Steve’s journey on CaringBridge.org.
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South Central Satellite Office

Disciples Center at Tawakoni

Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister
Jessica Marston, Communications
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd.
Augusta 67010-8111
316-775-1236; Fax: 316-775-1455

8492 SW Tawakoni Rd.
Augusta 67010-8111
316-775-1222

Check out the latest news and events on our
website, our Facebook & Twitter pages or scan
this QR code with your mobile device.
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

