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Coming Events: 
 

KDW Heartland Inter-Regional  . . .  Pg. 3 
June 22-24 

 
Congregational Escape and MissionFest, 

a.k.a. The Escape  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  Pg. 4 
August 10-11 

 
Ministry in Transition Training  . . . Pg. 3 

August 20-22 
 
Boundaries Training  . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 

September 14 & 15 
 
KDM Odyssey Fall Retreat  . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 

September 21-23 
 
KDW Fall Retreats  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 

October 3-5; 5-7 
 
Tawakoni Gala & Auction  . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 

November 3 
 
 
 

 

The Reconciliation Committee meets twice a year: in May, to con-
sider grant applications and approve the projects that will receive 
funds from the coming September/October offering, and in January, 
after all offerings for the previous year have been received, to allocate 
those funds among the approved projects.  

Criteria for projects include alignment with the purpose of the 
offering and the congregation’s support of Disciples Mission Fund and 
the Reconciliation Offering.  
 Projects approved for funds from the 2018 offering:  

 Home Sweet Home Ministry, Independence KS 
 Birthday Backpacks, Pine Valley CC, Wichita 
 LINK, Lawrence Interdenominational Nutrition Kitchen  

 Peace Camp, Topeka Center for Peace and Justice 

Reconciliation Grants 

Highlights from Camp 

Mail Time!  
 

Camp is in full swing and 
campers love to receive mail! 

Address letters and packages (no food or 
candy!) in this format, and remember 
that the last day of camp dismisses 
before the mail arrives. Include the camp 
session; there are often 2 or 3 camp 
sessions at the same time.  

 

Camper Name 
Camp Session (Junior 1, CYF Omega, etc.) 

Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd 

Augusta, KS 67010-8111 
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Thoughts from your Regional Minister 
By Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 

Change – my favorite word, 
especially in ministry!  

 
The world is not static. Every single 

thing changes--animal, vegetable, 
mineral; living and dead. “Solid as a 
rock” is relative; even rocks melt and 
flow. Witness Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano.   

Your regional church has embraced 
a “roundtable” leadership style—three 
people sharing the role, duties, and title 
of Regional Minister, working 
collaboratively. What seemed obvious 
to Kansas leaders has challenged 
assumptions and caused ripples of 
change beyond Kansas. The rest of the 
church will catch up, eventually! 

Soon after, your Regional Board 
engaged Dick Hamm to help in a Vision 
Process, asking the leadership question, 
“What is Regional Ministry in the early 
21st century?  

There is no single answer. There 
won’t be. There are multiple responses. 
Your Vision Team is listening to the 
Spirit of God, and has listened to you, in 
sessions in many places. Your Vision 
Team is wrestling with the pieces from 
your input and from prayer and 
discernment, seeking multi-faceted 
coherence in a shape-shifting world. It’s 
a moving target! In the meantime, 
regional ministry continues.  

 

At the Congregational Escape & 
MissionFest, August 11, at Tawakoni, 
one workshop will be about vision and 
regional ministry change, seeking your 
input to date. We hope you’ll take part!   

Think about this possible mission 
statement: The Christian Church in 
Kansas exists to connect and equip 
congregations, lay leaders, and pastors 
to make and grow disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  

Is this what God wants our region 
to do, collectively? Is it big enough to 
challenge us, and challenging enough to 
become embedded in our hearts? And 
is it short enough to remember—will it 
fit on a coffee mug? 

News from the Pews 

Alexes Filley (left) and Noah Kincaid were 
awarded college scholarships from First 
Christian Church in Leavenworth. Erin Sack 
(center), a member of the scholarship 
committee, presented the scholarships on 
behalf of the congregation.  

Did You Know??? 
 

Leland and Helen Baetz, Smith Center 
First Christian Church, celebrated their 
62nd wedding anniversary on April 1. 
This year was extra special because 
the last time Easter and April Fool’s 
Day were the same day was the year 
that they got married, in 1956.  

Manhattan Ground Breaking 
Members of the Manhattan First Christian Church broke ground on a new building on 
Sunday, March 25.  Regional Minister Steve Martin, far left, helped break the ground. 

Walling Honored for Years  
of Ministry 

 
     Dale Walling was given the Honored 
Minister Pin when he completed the 
interim ministry at First Christian 
Church in Leavenworth. The pin is made 
available by the Pension Fund, for 
presentation to ministers in good 
standing, usually at the time of 
retirement. 

MOVING?  
Take us with you! 

 

Notify us of your new 
email and contact  

information to continue receiving the 
longest running regional newspaper 
among all Disciples. Call 785-266-2914 or 
email messenger@kansasdisciples.org. 
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Join us October 3-5 
(midweek) or October 5-7 
(weekend) for Kansas Disciples 
Women Fall Retreat. Pastor 
Lori Tapia will keynote. 

Pastor Lori is the National 
Hispanic Pastor of Obra 
Hispana for the Christian 
Church. She and her husband 
Martin are the founding co-
pastors of Iglesia Alas de 
Salvacion, a bilingual church in 
Gilbert, Arizona. They began 
the church in their living room. 

Lori serves with a passion for 
relevantly sharing Jesus and 
discipleship. As a lifelong 
musician, worship through 
music is at her core as a 
songwriter and worshipper. 

Join with other women in a 
variety of activities, such as a 
movie study on Victoria and 
Abdul, service projects 
including Fresh Start Bags and 
tied blankets, prayer stations, 
painting (additional $30 
workshop fee), and more! 

Registration cost of $100 
includes lodging at camp, five 
meals and program expenses. 
SAVE! Register before 
September 10 to save $15. 
Register and pay online or 
download a form and mail with 
payment to the Topeka 
Regional Office. 

New this year! Those who 
register before September 10 
have the opportunity to 
purchase a KDW Retreat t-shirt 
for $10! Get your registration 
in early! 

Becoming Fisher-Men:  

Rediscovering Our Ministry 
Jesus did a lot of ministry with 

fishermen. A lot of men love to 
fish. Together, we will explore how 
doing things that we love can 
strengthen our ministries for men and 
by men. Men and boys 10 years and 
older are invited to spend a weekend 
rediscovering the mission of Jesus’ call 
to be a fisher of men.  

The Disciples Men Odyssey Fall 
Retreat will be September 21-23 at the 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni. 

 

The vision for the Odyssey Project has 
grown from just fathers and sons to 
include any man who is tired of going 
through the motions of being a follower 
of Jesus and wants to follow Jesus more 
closely. 

Activities include pre-event mission 
project, fishing tournament, golf outing, 
campfire, and watching “When the 
Game Stands Tall.” 

Online registration opens June 15. 

2018 KDW Fall Retreat 

Social Media in Ministry:  
Developing healthy boundaries 

We are created in and for 
relationships. Life-enriching 
relationships with intimate partners, 
family, friends, colleagues, 
and parishioners all require 
healthy boundaries. All clergy 
and church lay leaders should 
be informed about legal and 
ethical issues as they relate 
to the church, ministry, and 
social media. 

Choose between two 2018 
Boundaries Training sessions -- Friday, 
Sept. 14, or Saturday, Sept. 15 – both 
beginning at 10 a.m. at the Disciples 
Center at Tawakoni.   

Workshop facilitator Larry Walls, 

pastor at Oakview Christian Church in 
Wichita, will identify the signs, 
dangers, and preventions of boundary 

violations including those in 
today’s social media, while 
exploring the meaning and 
practice of healthy 
boundaries in the context of 
ministry. 

We welcome the presence 
of clergy, spouses and lay 
leaders. 

Cost: $35.00 for Clergy / $10 for 
Spouses and Lay Leaders. Register and 
pay online or download the 
registration form and mail with 
payment to Topeka regional office. 

 

Ministry in Transition Training 
August 20-22 at Tawakoni  

 
Tawakoni Gala & Auction 

Saturday, Nov. 3 

Save The Date!  

Disciples women from midwestern 
regions including Kansas are invited to 
Culver Stockton College, Friday -Sunday, 
June 22 - 24, for the Heartland 
Interregional Event. Come explore and 
celebrate the ways that we are Called, 
Connected and Charged for Christ. 

Register and pay online or download 
the form and mail with payment to the 
Topeka Regional Office.  

Heartland Inter-Regional 

September 2-8 
Brethren Lybrook Community Ministries 

Lybrook Navajo Mission 
Counselor, New Mexico 

 

Work opportunities are available for 
everyone. Group size is limited to 30. 
Reservation deadline is August 20. 
 

Contact:  Floyd Pearson, Galva Christian 
Church, or call 620-755-6394 

Mission Opportunity 

http://kansasdisciples.org
https://kansasdisciples.org/2018-boundaries-training/
https://kansasdisciples.org/2018-boundaries-training/
https://kansasdisciples.org/dw-heartland-interregional-conf/
mailto:floyd.pearson@gmail.com
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Come to the Escape! 
2018 Congregational Escape and MissionFest 

 

Saturday, August 11 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni 

Between Andover and Augusta  —  Under the Big Top 

Mark your calendars and register for 
the 2018 Congregational Escape and 
Mission Fest, Saturday, Aug. 11, at the 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni. 

 

Disciples Men & Women Pre-event 
Both Kansas Disciples Men’s and 

Women’s groups will gather Friday 
night at Hillside Christian Church for a 
taco salad bar followed by an ice cream 
bar. Pre-dinner music begins at 6 p.m., 
with the meal at 6:30. 

Following dinner each group will 
have separate sessions for programs.  
KDW will elect officers and hold a 
memorial service for those sisters who 
have passed since the last regional 
assembly. 

Cost is $8. Advance registration is 
required.  

 

Admission: 
Gate opens at 9 a.m. Opening worship 
is at 9:45 a.m. under the big tent. The 
day will close by 3:15 p.m. Cost is $10 
per person, maximum $25 per 
household. Register by July 31.  
 

Marcia McFee: 
Worship Design 

Studio’s Marcia McFee 
will lead opening 
worship and a 
workshop. Renew your 
worship skills and 
connect with visitors, new members, 
and new Christians.  

With support from Kansas Bible 
Chair, this will launch a 1-year 
partnership between Worship Design 
Studio and the region, to help 
congregations renew worship skills to 
reach new generations, through a  
subscription to the Worship Design 
Studio webinar service. 

Mission Grants: 
Mission grants will be 

launched! These are 
partnership grants—that is, 
grants will be awarded to 
congregations that develop a 
new mission project in partnership with 
another Disciples congregation, or as 
appropriate, a church of another 
tradition or another agency. A total of 
$5000 has been set aside for these 
starter grants, to make it possible to do 
something that you haven’t done 
before, to meet a need beyond your 
congregation. Details available at 
MissionFest; applications due Sept. 30.   
 

Workshops: 
• Worship Design Studio 
• Vision Team Panel 
• Effective Pastoral Relations 

Committee  
• The Minister’s Money 
• Labyrinth 
• Does Your Church Have Enough 

Money?   
 

Activities: 
• Bounce Castle 
• Displays 
• Multiple food booths for lunch  
• Swimming 
• Workshops 
• Worship 
• Bookstore Corner provided by 

Eighth Day Books 
• Voting booth for electing church 

officers and deciding any other 
regional church business. 

 

Housing: 
Housing for the Christian Church in 

Kansas Congregational Escape and 
Mission Fest will be at two east Wichita 
hotels with convenient access to 
Hillside Christian Church for the Friday 
programs for Disciples Men and 
Disciples Women, and a short drive to 
the Disciple Center at Camp Tawakoni 
for the Saturday event.  

The Marriott Hotel and Convention 
Center, 9100 E Corporate Hills Drive, 
has rooms for $89. Book your group 
rate for MissionFest at Wichita Marriott 
or call 316-651-0333. 

The Comfort Inn, 9525 E Corporate 
Hills Drive, is $79 per night. Call 316-
686-2844 to reserve your room under 
"MissionFest".  

Both hotels will honor this 
discounted rate for both Friday and 
Saturday nights. The 
deadline for 
reserving these 
rooms is July 27. 

 

Children: 
This is a family-centered event. The 

Training Lodge will be a cooling and 
napping area, with child care available 
so that parents may attend workshops 
and other events. Parents are expected 
to take care of children for lunch. 
Outdoor play area is not be supervised. 

 

Registration: 
Register online or download a 

registration form and mail with 
payment to the Topeka Regional Office 
before July 31.  

Pre-registration by July 31 provides 
valuable information for planners, 
especially those preparing food, and 
helps us plan for you!  

http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Mission%20Fest%20Room%20Block%5Eictwe%60mismisa%7Cmismisf%6089.00%60USD%60false%604%608/10/18%608/12/18%607/27/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Mission%20Fest%20Room%20Block%5Eictwe%60mismisa%7Cmismisf%6089.00%60USD%60false%604%608/10/18%608/12/18%607/27/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
kansasdisciples.org/congregational-escape-missionfest/
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Kansas Regional Office 
Steve Martin, Regional Minister 
Susan White, Executive Secretary 
2914 SW MacVicar Ave. 
Topeka 66611-1787 
785-266-2914; 800-737-8130 
Fax: 785-266-0174 
 

Barb Runge, Disciples Women  
 
 

South Central Satellite Office 
Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 
Jessica Marston, Communications 
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta 67010-8111 
316-775-1236; Fax: 316-775-1455 

Central & High Plains Satellite 
Office 
Ken Marston, Regional Minister 
Kathy Foster, Admin. Assistant  
5230 Broadway Avenue 
Great Bend 67530-3208 
620-792-6490; Fax: 620-792-1268 
 
 
 

Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta 67010-8111 
316-775-1222 
 

Check out the latest news and events on our 
website, our Facebook & Twitter pages or scan 
this QR code with your mobile device. 

June  
Herbert Kreller 1951 
Bill Reece 1951 
Bob Langston 1954 
Roy Browning 1955 
Gene Carlson 1959 
George Lespagnard 1959 
Ralph Peters 1960 
Ted Warren 1962 
Ron Cobb 1969 
Rebecca Bunton 1970 
Gregory Duncan 1971 
 

 
Jim McCollough 1976 
Titus James 1979 
Gary Bell 1980 
Joe Hendrixson 1982 
Kathy Bryant 1984 
David Jones 1985 
Keith Cross 1987 
Tom Eastman 1989 
Danny Ginn 1991 
Terry Ford 1992 
Reed Hartford 1992 
Dale Matherly 1992 

Ordination Anniversaries 
All those who have served 25 years or more in ministry 

 
West Side Christian Church in Topeka has called Donna 
Gilchrist to serve as pastor. She begins July 1 and her 
installation will be July 29.  

Transitions: 

June: 
Harold & Janice Stevenson, Emporia FCC . . . . . . .  . . . . . 72  
Beryl & Helen Worrell, Wichita Woodridge CC . . . . . .  . . 71  
R G & Marie Lewis, Eureka Christian & Cong'l Church . . .   70  
Dale and Norma Johnston, Topeka West Side CC  . . . . .   70 
Calvin & Ardith Blue, Wichita Hillside CC . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  68 
Gale & Marie Kelley, Emporia FCC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   68 
Bob & LaVerne Gray, Kingman CC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   67 
 

July: 
Elwood & Maxine Brixey, Augusta FCC -- 72  
Ray & Pat Montgomery, Atchison FCC -- 72  
Keith & Wanda Sanborn, Wichita Hillside CC -- 72  
Charles & Charlene Button, Baxter Springs FCC -- 68  
John & Carolyn Kuhn, Emporia FCC -- 68  

Anniversaries: 
All those who are celebrating 50, 60, 65 and more years together  

 

June: 
Arline Roberts, Salina Belmont Blvd CC . . . . . . . . . . . .   102 
Harry Long, Clearwater, First CC. . . . . . . . . . . .   90 
Helen Worrell, Wichita Woodridge CC,  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .   90 
 

July: 
Dorothy Cherry, Wichita Hillside CC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   90 

Birthdays: 
All the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond  

 
Retired minister Evelyn Dodge, 94, died April 3 at Kansas 
Christian Home where she had lived for a number of 
years. A graduate of Phillips University and Texas Christian 
University, she had served as a missionary in Hazel Green, 
KY, as Christian Education Director at Riverside CC in 
Wichita, and as Chaplain at Kansas Christian Home. The 
family suggests memorials to Kansas Christian Home. 
 
Retired minister Harold “Hal” Dungan died April 14. He 
had served in Kansas at First Christian Church in Ottawa, 
before becoming pastor-developer at a church in the 
Kansas City region.  

In Memoriam: 

July  
Danny Haggard 1968 
Bill Johnson 1974 
Thom Scott 1978 

 
Julie Callahan 1988 
Craig Robertson 1988 
 

 
Regional Minister Steve Martin remains in the hospital in 
Omaha following a bone marrow transplant procedure.  
His energy is waning and blood counts have dropped, 
both of which are an expected part of the process.    
 

Debby writes “We are so fortunate to be a part of a such 
a supportive and caring extended family. … the 
transfusions have added some vitality to his voice and his 
spirits are much improved.”  
 

 Follow Steve’s journey on CaringBridge.org. 

Steve Martin: 

mailto:smartin@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:cck@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:runge2@cox.net
mailto:rbridwell@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:scd@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:kmarston@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:chp@kansasdisciples.org
http://www.kansasdisciples.org
http://www.kansasdisciples.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://twitter.com/KSDisciples
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/stevemartin4/journal

