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Coming Events: 
 

Christmas Special Offering . . . . . . . Pg. 1 
Dec. 10 & 17 

 

“It’s All About the Campers!” . . . . . Pg. 3 
Jan. 5-6, 2018 

 

Remind, Renew at PTS  
Jan. 24-25 

 

Minister’s Week at Brite  
Feb. 5-7, 2018 

 

Youth Spring Retreat . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 3 
March 2-4, 2018 

 

Spiritual Retreat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 3 
March 15-17, 2018 

 

IAS Trip 2018  
March 16-24, 2018 

 

KDW Sprit Fests  
April 7, 8, & 14 

 

Communication Workshops . . . . . Pg. 3 
Tuesdays April 2018 

 

Clergy Retreat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 3 
April 24-26, 2018 

Our regional church 
has a marvelous 
opportunity: 40—
count ‘em, 40!—
training slots in the 
leadership training 
programs offered by 

Kansas Leadership Center in Wichita. 
These are for people who want to make 
progress on something important – that 
is, to grow their leadership skills, to aid 
their congregations and the Christian 
Church in Kansas in addressing the 
adaptive challenges we face. This 
training is intended to help you lead 
your congregation more effectively, 
more powerfully, to change lives and 
turn systems in healthy directions. 

Congregations will benefit most by 
sending teams of 2-3, one of whom is 
probably your pastor. Congregations 
will also benefit by identifying a 
challenge on which they want to make 
progress, as they pursue this leadership 
training. Plan to focus 90 days on the 
process: pre-work, the training and its 
application, beginning 21 days before 
your event.  

In addition to 
congregational teams, 
CCK plans to send 
interested staff, 
moderators, and other 
regional leaders. 
Trainings fill fast and 
registration early in the year is 
encouraged. 

The KLC Partnership Grant pays 
tuition only. A grant from our own 
Kansas Bible Chair will pay for books, 
housing, and meals for those who take 
part. Tuition for a few additional 
participants may also be available. The 
CCK Moderator team, in consultation 
with regional staff, will review grant 
applications and select participants.  

 

This is not for everyone.  
It is hard, and you will have homework.  

 

Before registering with the grant 
code, you must attend an orientation 
sponsored by one of the regional offices 
and pay a $25 commitment fee. Plan to 
take part in a follow-up group to help 
the ideas stick. 

CCK/Kansas Leadership Center Partnership Grants 

This month, congregations across the 
US and Canada will gather the 
Christmas Offering, designated for 
support of their region. Here ion 
Kansas, the Christmas offering supports 
the breadth of ministries that make up 
the Christian Church in Kansas, 
including prayers and presence for your 
congregation in searching for a new 

pastor and in other times of crisis, 
transition and change; youth and young 
adult ministries including the variety of 
summer camps and year-round 
retreats; women’s and men’s ministries; 
clergy support, training, and 
certification; and so much more. Your 
generosity makes a difference to many!  

Christmas Special Offering—Dec. 10 & 17 

2017 Year end Gifts 
 

The regional office will be closed 
Dec. 25-Jan. 1. All 2017 Annual Fund 
and other Kansas Plan giving needs to 
be in the Topeka Regional Office by: 
 

December 21 
 

Make checks payable to the  
Christian Church in Kansas. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://twitter.com/KSDisciples
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DCHS calls Scholar, 
Teacher, Minister to be its 

8th President  
 

The Board of Trustees of 
the Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society called 
Rev. Dr. Richard H. Lowery 
to be the ministry’s eighth 
President. “Rick,” as we 
know him in Kansas, assumed the reins 
in early November. 

There is excitement within the Board 
about this call. “The Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society is blessed to have  
Dr. Rick Lowery become its new 
President. We look forward to his 
leadership and to the new and exciting 
path he will guide us toward,” said 
Archie Jenkins, Board of Trustees chair.  

“We are hopeful and ready to move 
forward as we continue to build on 
foundations that serve the whole of our 
communities,” said Siobhan Lopez, 
Trustee and search committee member. 

Lowery follows in a line of church 
leaders who have lived out their calling 
by stewarding the chief executive office.  

Lowery has served as a Professor of 
Sacred Scripture, Dean of Lexington 
Theological Seminary, and as a popular 
lecturer, teacher and retreat leader. His 
training, experiences and pastoral 
temperament make him uniquely 
qualified to lead this ministry into the 
future of its history. As President, he will 
lead the staff and be the responsible 
steward of the mission of the ministry.  

His daughter, Rev. Bethany Watkins 
Lowery currently serves on the staff of 
Disciples Church Extension Fund/Hope 
Partnership. His son Chris resides in 
Indianapolis, IN.  

He and his wife, Rev. Dr. Sharon 
Watkins who served for 12 years as our 
General Minister and President, reside 
in Bethany, West Virginia.  

By: Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 

Camp! The schedule is posted and will 
be included with the February Kansas 
Messenger. 2018 directors are 
gathering their staff. Camp T will be 
ready for your children next summer. 
But that’s not what’s on my mind. 

I’m thinking about summer church 
camp as an investment in the souls of 
your children, grandchildren, and the 
young people in your church’s sphere. 
Occasionally parents (grandparents?) 
lament that their kids have so many 
camps that there isn’t time (money?) 
for church camp, after they’ve been to 
soccer camp, cheerleading camp, 4-H 
camp, Scout camp, band camp, football 
camp—plus Little League, VBS, and 
family vacation. 

These are valuable experiences. I was 
a regular in Girl Scout camp. My 
children were in band camp, Scout 
camp, and Little League. Camp was 
important in our family—time away to 
explore new skills and ways of being.  

Like other camps, church camp means 
that youth live with peers and learn to 
share two showers and three sinks with 
a dozen other people—to care for their 
own needs and those of others, 
independently and interdependently—
to corral their belongings. They learn 

new songs and games, new skills. They 
mature.  

Church camp is all of these, plus a 
consciously Christian environment; it is 
about shaping faith and character. 
Church camp is about building a 
lifelong, maturing Christian faith as a 
follower of Jesus, a faith that will bear 
fruit through adolescence, adulthood 
and into a person’s mature years. 
Church camp means learning the 
content of Christian faith; worship and 
Bible study are the framework for each 
session. You’ve heard it said that a 
week in church camp is worth a full year 
of Sunday School? It is that, plus 
Christian formation. 

The essential difference is this: the 
core of church camp is shaping lifelong 
Christian character. Other camps are 
about skills, with character and 
personality as side benefits. For me and 
my household, we chose church camp 
first, then planned our summer and our 
budget around that.  

I encourage you to do the same. 
Invest in the lifelong faith and character 
of your children, and your church’s 
children. Then add the rest.  

Our children are worth this choice.  

Week of Compassion receives $12,000 gift 
 
 

Pastor Jim McCollough of Holton First 
Christian Church looks on as board 
moderator Tim Schlodder presents a 
check for $12,000 from an anonymous 
member of the Holton congregation to 
Joe Hendrixson, Minister for Disciples 
Development for Week of Compassion. 
The money is a designated personal gift 
to hurricane relief.  

 

Week of Compassion is Disciples’ agency for disaster relief, refugee resettlement, 
and development in underdeveloped areas of the world. 100% of designated gifts to 
WoC are used for the designated purpose; the very modest overhead costs are 
covered through the annual offering, received in February. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://twitter.com/KSDisciples
kansasdisciples.org/summer-camping-programs/
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Save the Date! 
2018 Spiritual Retreat 

 

Connecting with God through earth, 
wind, fire and water—that’s the theme 
for the 2018 Regional Spiritual Retreat, 
at the Great Bend Heartland Center for 
Spirituality, March 15-17. Rev. Carol 
Jolly will facilitate this retreat for 
everyone who is interested in growing 
closer to God. Thanks to the support of 
the Kansas Bible Chair, this retreat will 
cost only $135 per person. 

Caring for the Stranger 
2018 Clergy Retreat 

 

The 2018 Rest, Relax, Renew Clergy 
Retreat is April 24-26 at the Disciples 
Center at Tawakoni. 

Dr. Lisa Davison, professor of 
Hebrew language and Scripture at 
Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa, 
is our guest scholar. She will engage 
participants on the Old Testament 
teachings about caring for widows, 
orphans and strangers. Retreat cost is 
$70; registration will open in 2018. 

Mission opportunity  
Nicaragua - 2018 

 

Three trips are planned 
in 2018 to Santa Emilia, 
Nicaragua. Dates are:  
 

• Jan 30-Feb 6 (option for two more 
days) – to work on water System; 
work will be physically demanding! 

• March 2-9— Space is limited (10 
max). Assist a church in expansion. 

• July 22-29 – these dates fill quickly! 
 

Call Pat Nixon, FCC Pittsburg, at  
620-231-1430 for more information. 

It’s All About  
the Campers! 
Jan. 5-6, 2018 

 

Curious about how you can get 
involved in summer camp? If you 
are a leader in summer camp, or 
want to learn more, this is for you! 
Instead of the traditional director's 
training, the Camp Program Team is bringing together current and future camp 
adults and those who are curious about whether they might fit into the program, 
to share their wisdom and learn from others about best practices in various 
leadership roles. $20 when you register by Nov. 30!! Read more and register here. 

2018 Camp Schedule 
 

Eager to see all your camp friends? 
The 2018 Schedule is now available 
for download. Registration opens in 
the spring of 2018. 

“The Art of Communication”  
Communication Workshops 2018 

“The Art of Communication” 
workshops begin at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays 
in April 2018 at Woodridge Christian 
Church, Wichita. 

These are for everyone interested in 
church communication ministry, not just 
office staff. Anyone may attend, 
regardless of skill level. Those who 
attended last year will find some helpful 
review.  

New in 2018!  Join the discussion from 
the comfort of your home or office. Each 
workshop presentation will be streamed 
live to provide participants from across 

the region the opportunity join the 
discussion. After registration is 
confirmed, video participants will 
receive instructions on how to log in to 
the live video stream.  

 

Planned topics are: 
• Your Church Story in Photographs 
• Branding: Your Church’s Public Image 
• Websites: The Gateway to the World 
• The Church Newsletter Goes Digital  
• Social Media: Connecting the 

Generations 
 

Registration will be available in 2018. 

Where is God in the Midst of Struggle? 
Spring Retreats for Youth will be 

March 2-4, at the Disciples Center at 
Tawakoni. The retreat will include both 
middle school (Chi Rho) and high school 
(CYF) youth and sponsors. 

Keynotes will feature 
Rev. Lara Blackwood 
Pickrel, Missouri 
Pastor. A graduate of 
TCU and Brite Divinity 
School, Lara is a long-

time advocate for youth in the church. 
She’s also a new mom! 

The program begins at 7 p.m. on 
Friday and ends at 10:45 a.m. on 
Sunday. Eat before you arrive! 

 

What should I bring? 
• Sleeping bag 
• Towels 
• Personal Items 
• Offering 
• An Open Heart! 

 

Register before Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
to save $15 off the $80 fee.  

 

2018 KDW Spirit Fests 
 
 

April 7: Riverside CC, Wichita 
April 8: TBA 
April 14: FCC Topeka 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://twitter.com/KSDisciples
https://kansasdisciples.org/its-about-the-campers/
https://kansasdisciples.org/summer-camping-programs/
https://kansasdisciples.org/summer-camping-programs/
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Kansas Regional Office 
Steve Martin, Regional Minister 
Susan White, Executive Secretary 
2914 SW MacVicar Ave. 
Topeka 66611-1787 
785-266-2914; 800-737-8130 
Fax: 785-266-0174 
 

Barb Runge, Disciples Women  
 
 

South Central Satellite Office 
Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 
Jessica Marston, Communications 
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta 67010-8111 
316-775-1236; Fax: 316-775-1455 

Central & High Plains Satellite 
Office 
Ken Marston, Regional Minister 
Kathy Foster, Admin. Assistant  
5230 Broadway Avenue 
Great Bend 67530-3208 
620-792-6490; Fax: 620-792-1268 
 
 
 

Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta 67010-8111 
316-775-1222 
 

Check out the latest news and events on our 
website, our Facebook & Twitter page or scan this 
QR code with your mobile device. 

December 
Victor Schwarz 1952 
Laura Dargitz 1957 
Dale Walling 1981 
Jan Keeler 1983 
Kim Rea 1989 
 

January 
Jim Beaumont 1962 
Terry Hatfield 1971 
Pat Nixon 1985 
Doug Amend 1987 
Donna Schultz  [CM] 1992 
Robin McGonigle 1993 

Ordination Anniversaries 
All those who have served 25 years or more in ministry 

Cindy Dubovich is doing regular 
pulpit supply as First Christian Church in Stafford. Her 
name may sound familiar; husband David is pastor of Park 
Place CC in Hutchinson.  
 
Ron DeVore will complete his ministry at First Christian 
Church in Lyons on January 1.  
 
Kingman Christian Church has called Kelly Jayne, an elder 
of the congregation, to serve as pastor.  
 
Kit Berry has completed his interim ministry at First 
Christian Church in Conway Springs; he is now the acting 
minister at Faith CC in Wichita.  

Transitions: 

December: 
Wilbur & Lou Dorsey, Wichita, Hillside CC   - -- - - - - - - - -   71 
Charles & Marjorie Freeman, Wichita, Hillside CC   - - - - -   69 
Ken & Nancy Morrison, Wichita, Hillside CC   - - - -- - - - - -   60 
 

January: 
Ralph & Dicy Janssen, Erie, First CC   - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -   76 
Richard & Dorothy Odle, Wichita, Hillside CC   - -- - - -  - -   70 
Gene & Wilma Long, Clearwater, First CC   - - - - - - - - - - -   69 

Anniversaries: 
All those who are celebrating 50, 60, 65 and more years together  

 

October: 
Ollie Black, Fredonia, First CC   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   90 
 

December: 
Ruby Morehead, Clearwater, First CC   - - - - - - - - - - - -   101 
Nona Stevens, Wichita, Hillside CC   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   95 
Beryl Worrell, Wichita, Woodridge CC   - - - - - - - - - - - --   95 
Rosella Blumenshine, Clearwater, First CC   - - - - - - - -  -   90 
Wanda Jacoby, Wichita, Hillside CC   - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -   90 
 

January: 
Edna Hall, Dighton, First CC   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -   106 
Elain Gilstrap, Arkansas City, Central CC   - - - - - - - - - -  -   91 

Birthdays: 
All the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond  

Rev. Larry Anderson, 77, Wichita, 
died Oct. 28.  He served as 

hospital and hospice chaplain in Wichita in addition to serving 
churches in Montana, Indiana, and Pennsylvania. 

In Memoriam: 

W e goofed! We strive for accuracy and an error 

slipped past our multiple proof-readers. In the 
October issue we mixed up two different Lauries, both 
pastors in southeast Kansas. The correct information:  
 

Laurie Lewis continues as the newly called and installed 
pastor of Parsons First Christian Church. Laurie Anderson has 
resigned from Girard FCC to accept a call in another region.  

W ant to see a birthday or Anniversary listed? 
 

The birthdays and anniversaries listed here come 
from your church newsletters or directly from your church 
office. Send us your list with names, date (including year) 
and church membership of Kansas Disciples celebrating a 
birthday of 80, 90, 95 or 100+ years and/or an anniversary 
of 50, 60, or 65+ years 

Remember us in your will: 
Christian Church in Kansas 

Disciples Center at Tawakoni 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://twitter.com/KSDisciples
mailto:smartin@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:cck@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:runge2@cox.net
mailto:rbridwell@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:scd@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:kmarston@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:chp@kansasdisciples.org
http://www.kansasdisciples.org
http://www.kansasdisciples.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://twitter.com/KSDisciples
mailto:messenger@kansasdisciples.org

