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Coming Events: 
KDW Fall Retreat 

Oct. 4-6 & 6-8 at Tawakoni 
 

Anti-racism Training 
Oct. 19 at FCC Great Bend 

 

Gala & Auction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 3 
Oct. 28 at Tawakoni 

 

KDYC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 3 
Nov. 10-12 

 

Thanksgiving Special offering . . . . . Pg. 1 
Nov. 12 & 19 

 

IAS Trip 2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . Pg. 3 
March 16-24, 2018 

 

Communication Workshops . . . . . Pg. 2 
Tuesdays April 2018 

 

 
Appendix A: Pool Partners  
           News from the Pews 
 

 

The Camp Steering Committee is 
excited to see the beginnings of a new 
caretaker residence, compliments of 
volunteers! Foundation work began at 
the end of August; framing began on 
Sept. 21. We expect to have the house 
weathered in this fall, and to complete 
the interior work during winter months.  

The modest 1500 sq. ft. open plan 
home with three bedrooms and two 
bathrooms will be an attractive 
entrance to the camp. It is east of the 
existing home, facing the entrance gate.   

Directed gifts, along with Regional 
Board action to allow the use of existing 
funds, makes the house possible. A self-
build strategy, borrowed from Habitat 
for Humanity, will make this a relatively 
low-cost endeavor. Regional Minister 
Renee Bridwell has challenged every 
church in South Central District to bring 
a volunteer crew; we hope that every 
church in the region will take up the 
challenge and send volunteers to help. 

Volunteers need not be carpenters; 
there is plenty of opportunity for 
helpers, cooks, and clean-up as well as 
those who need to upgrade their skills 
under the tutelage of others.  

Building the caretaker’s home with 
volunteers is a trial run for building the 
adult friendly cabin, now named Jones 
Lodge, which will replace the former 
Cabin 3. 

Summer campers enjoyed the 
renovated pool immensely! We 
continue to be grateful for gifts from 
throughout the Region which made the 
renovations possible, including our Pool 
Partners who have given $1000 or more 
to the pool. See Appendix A. More than 
half of the $280,000 cost has been 
covered, and we seek gifts to retire the 
remaining debt, beginning with the 
annual Gala, Oct. 28. Donate to this or 
any other ministry online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org or mail to the 
Topeka regional office.  

The Kansas Region is fortunate to 
have many friends throughout the 
congregations who care deeply for 
youth and for the adult ministries which 
happen at the Disciples Center, and 
have come to know this as holy ground. 
We thank God for the many ways 
congregations and individuals give 
support and encouragement.   

Progress is evident at Tawakoni 

The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the 
colleges, universities, seminaries, and 
divinity houses affiliated with the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
These are an extension of the church, 
challenging students to understand and 
respond to God’s call to serve. 

Thousands of students have attended 

the Colleges and Universities of the 
Christian Church, receiving both a 
quality education and the opportunity to 
remain within our Disciple heritage.  

Your financial gift provides 
scholarships and support for this 
ministry. When you give to the 
Thanksgiving Offering, you are investing 

in our students and helping keep 
education costs down. 

Attending a Disciples College or 
Theological School is possible through 
the scholarships and grants that are 
made available by generous individuals, 
the Disciples Mission Fund and your gifts 
to the Thanksgiving Offering.  

Thanksgiving Special Offering—Nov. 12 & 19 
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By: Ken Marston, Regional Minister 
 

“They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.” (Acts 2:42) 

 

Devotion. Dedication. Discipline. 
These point to an essential truth if we 
desire a growing relationship with 
God. We must be willing to spend time 
with God developing our relationship. 
Time with God cannot be haphazard, 
occasional or unfocused. 

Early Christians’ devotion, 
dedication, and discipline was focused 
in four ways: 1) “to the apostles’ 
teaching” (think Bible Study for today), 
2) to fellowship (we learn to love God 
by learning to love others), 3) to the 
breaking of bread (gathering at the 
Lord’s Table in worship), and 4) the 
prayers. This prayer moves beyond 
intercessory lists and want lists, to an 
earnest seeking after God, a pouring 
out of one’s heart as if to a dear 
friend, and quiet listening for God’s 
still small voice. 

So, I encourage you. Devote yourself 
to daily Bible reading and regular 
study with others. Devote yourself to 
nurturing relationships with others. 
Make weekly worship a priority for 
your life. Take up the discipline of 
prayer, when you start your day each 
morning, and in the evening as you lay 
down to sleep. 

By: Steve Martin, Regional Minister 

Rethinking Regional Assembly 2018 
 

Four of us ventured to Newton, Iowa, 
where the Upper Midwest Region of the 
Christian Church (DOC) has its “holy 
ground.” The event was promoted as All 
Congregational Gathering and is what 
we know in Kansas as Regional 
Assembly. Yet it has almost nothing in 
common with our event. 

Members of UMW congregations 
gathered throughout the buildings and 
grounds. Folks were there to renew 
friendships and to seek new ideas and 
ways to be the church—and there was 
ENERGY! The setting was similar to a 
State Fair, with games and activities and 
of course food, including a giant S’more!  

Regional Ministers Tiffany Williams 
and Bill Spangler-Dunning led in the 
Opening/Welcome/Blessing of the day. 
Tiffany reminded many of their days as 
campers or counselors, and reminded 
everyone of the significant effect of 
camp programs. UMW has one of the 
strongest programs throughout the 
Church. Bill welcomed everyone and 
reminded them that the day provided 
many optional activities and encouraged 
folks to explore and to have a good time.  

Workshops were offered, along with 
displays of congregational outreach 
efforts and some General Units. There 
were activities and games for all ages, 
including inflatables for the children and 
a bungee jump for anyone willing to try 
it! Bill said frequently, “Have a good 
time!” The business session was 21  
minutes long, for electing officers and 
approving the Regional Budget. The 
Gathering closed with worship.  

We are in an age when we struggle to 
reinvent church so that it meets the 
needs of our current age. Our CCK 
traditional Regional Assembly is like 
stepping back to a previous age – not 
bad, just not the best. We can do better!  

The earliest leaders of our Restoration 
Movement met together in gatherings 
that were similar to what we 
experienced in Iowa. Teaching, 
preaching, fellowship, and the joy of 
being together made those events 
important. Perhaps this is a model for us 
to pursue. The Regional Board will be 
considering this possibility with hopes 
that we can create a Regional Assembly, 
by whatever name fits best, that is 
difficult to miss! 

Kansas Churches, By the Numbers! 
That statement usually doesn’t 

warrant an exclamation mark, but the 
two-year comparison in the newest 
Yearbook & Directory shows that our 
regional participating membership—the 
total of all our congregations—increased 
by 854 from 2015 to 2016! Baptisms and 
other additions are also more than 
2015. This is cause for celebration! 

Kansas congregations also appear in 
the superlative lists: ‘Congregations with 
the Most Reported Baptisms’ for their 
size include Atchison, Chanute, 
Haysville, Herington, Scott City, and 
Wichita-Hillside. Those with the ‘Most 
Total Additions (Baptisms and 
Transfers)’ are Cheney-Trinity United, 
Gorham-Community, Haysville, and 

Wichita-Hillside. The congregations 
making the ‘Largest Contributions to 
Disciples Mission Fund’ for their size 
include Hutchinson-Park Place, 
Manhattan, Topeka-First, and Ulysses-
Shelton Memorial, and the ‘Largest 
Disciples Women/CWF Contributions’ 
came from Girard, Hutchinson-Park 
Place, Manhattan, McPherson, Topeka-
First, and Wichita-Riverside. Finally, 
Kansas Disciples Women are 4th among 
all regions in their total offerings.  

These reports and more are on pages 
464-474 of the 2017 Yearbook. Will your 
congregation be included in these 
recognitions in the 2018 edition? Set a 
goal now!  

 
 

The Art of 
Communication 

Communication Workshops 2018 
 

Tuesdays, April 2018 
9 AM-Noon 

Woodridge Christian Church, Wichita 
 

See www.kansasdisciples.org  
for details. 
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The 2017 Camp Gala and Auction is 
October 28. Proceeds from the Gala 
will help pay for the pool renovation 
project.  

Dinner menu is beef & pork 
tenderloin, roast turkey breast, green 
beans and Martin’s Dirty Rice with 
homemade sausage.  

$45 registration fee due by Friday, 
Oct. 20; register and pay online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org or 
download the registration form and 
mail with payment to the Topeka 
Regional Office. Reserve a table of 8 
for $300.  

Your donations for the auction are 
crucial to a successful event. The 
popular Stearman airplane rides are 
back this year! Drop off donations to 
any regional office with a donation 
form. 

2017 Gala & Auction Odyssey retreat brings together men of all ages 
 

Don Jansen and his grandson Marshall Mann 
work on the Spirit Drum, while Ron DeVore and 
Dave Ports have fun wrestling. Thirteen men, 
ages 12 to 85, from 10 congregations gathered 
in the Odyssey Retreat Aug. 11-12 at Camp 
Tawakoni. Through group discussion, watching 
the movie When the Game Stands Tall, and 
service projects, they gained a greater 
understanding about using the Daily Rule of Life and the Guide for Monthly Men’s 
Odyssey Groups.  

Ecumenical Campus Ministry (ECM) at 
Kansas State University called Rev. 
Christian Watkins as Campus Pastor. She 
will provide pastoral and programmatic 
leadership to support K-State students in 
exploring their spiritual beliefs through 
fellowship, study and service. 

A fifth generation Disciple, Watkins is 
returning to her home state of Kansas 
after serving most recently as a mission 
co-worker in Istanbul, Turkey with Global 
Ministries. Prior to that, she was in 
congregational ministry with the United 
Church of Christ in Connecticut. Watkins 
graduated from the University of Kansas 
and Yale Divinity School. Her ministerial 
passions include interfaith and 
ecumenical partnership initiatives.  

Watkins enjoys writing 
musical liturgy, spending 
time with her family, 
and blues dancing. She 
begins her time as 
Campus Pastor with 
enthusiasm for ECM's 
incredible witness at K-
State and in the Manhattan community. 
She is excited by the challenge of 
faithfully serving neighbor, whether in 
the Flint Hills or across the ocean. 

Watkins’ parents are members of 
Parsons FCC and active regional leaders 
as well. Her mother Di represents the 
Christian Church in Kansas on the General 
Board, and her father, Mark, chairs the 
region’s Personnel Committee. 

ECM Calls Rev. Christian Watkins as Campus Pastor 

Kansas Youth in grades 6-12 from across 
the region gather in odd-numbered years; 
each time, youth and their sponsors go 
away with renewed faith, looking forward 
to next time. 

The 2017 Kansas Disciples Youth 
Convention is Nov. 10-12 at the Atrium 
Hotel & Conference Center in Hutchinson. 
The sessions of this 12th biennial event, 
with the theme Good NEWS, will remind 

us of New Connections, 
Empowerment, Worship 
and Story, all based on 
stories from the gospels of 
Luke and Mark.   
   Travis Smith McKee, 
pastor and musician, will 

bring the keynote messages and assist 
with worship. With his wife Kassie, Travis 
is co-pastor of Fairview Christian Church in 
Gladstone, MO. Before moving to Greater 
Kansas City region in 2014, Travis was a 
camp intern, counselor, pastor, and young 
adult leader in our Kansas region.  

Sign-in opens at 4 p.m. on Friday 
afternoon, and the first session is set for 
7:30. Three keynote sessions and two 
outreach missions on Saturday will give 
youth tangible ways to express their faith. 
Fun activities for Saturday evening include 
inflatables. KDYC closes with Sunday 
morning worship. 

Registration is $55 per person, youth or 
adult, and covers program cost, t-shirt, 

Saturday lunch and supper.  

 
SAVE!  

Register before Oct. 23 and receive a 
$10 discount. A generous grant from the 
Kansas Bible Chair grant helps keep the 
fee low. 

Rooms at the Atrium Hotel & 
Conference Center are $81 per night, 
which includes breakfast. Call 800-362-
5018, ext. 270 to reserve your room. 

Register online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org or download 
the flyer and mail with payment to the 
Topeka office.  

Questions?  
Contact Steve Martin at 800-737-8130 

or smartin@kansasdisciples.org.  

KDYC 2017 Features Inspiration, Service, Fun! 

IAS Trip 2018 
 

March 16-24, 2018 
 
 

Fee - $1,750  
$250 deposit due November 1.  

 
See www.kansasdisciples.org  

for details. 

https://kansasdisciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Update-2017-Gala-Regis-Form.pdf
mailto:smartin@kansasdisciples.org
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Kansas Regional Office 
Steve Martin, Regional Minister 
smartin@kansasdisciples.org  
Susan White, Executive Secretary 
cck@kansasdisciples.org 
2914 SW MacVicar Ave. 
Topeka 66611-1787 
785-266-2914; 800-737-8130 
Fax: 785-266-0174 
Barb Runge, Disciples Women  
runge2@cox.net  
 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
316-775-1222 
 
 
 

Central & High Plains Satellite Office 
Ken Marston, Regional Minister 
kmarston@kansasdisciples.org 
Kathy Foster, Admin. Assistant  
chp@kansasdisciples.org 
5230 Broadway Avenue 
Great Bend 67530-3208 
620-792-6490; Fax: 792-1268 
 
South Central Satellite Office 
Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 
rbridwell@kansasdisciples.org 
Jessica Marston, Communications 
scd@kansasdisciples.org  
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta 67010-8111 
316-775-1236; Fax: 775-1455 

Check out the latest news and events on 
www.kansasdisciples.org, our Facebook page, 
or scan this QR code with your mobile device. 

October 
 Garland Bohn 57 
 Robert Heckard 56 
 Don Richardson 55 
 Robert A. Brown 52 
 Evelyn Dodge 36 
 Debbie Lorenz 35 
 Steve Traw 35 
 David Todd 34 
 Sallie Shore  [CME] 25 

November 
 Bill McConnell 37 
 Jim Hollingsworth 35 
 Ruth Ann Jones 30 
 

Ordination Anniversaries 
All those who have served 25 years or more in ministry 

Kansas-based interim ministers Kathy 
and Don Bryant have accepted the call as co-interim ministers 
at Central Christian Church in Enid, OK.   
 

Steve Bridwell has been called as interim minister at West Side 
CC in Topeka. 
 

Laurie Lewis has resigned as pastor of Girard First Christian 
Church to move to another region.  
 

Jacqueline Morgan has resigned as Associate Minister at 
Belmont Blvd. Christian Church in Salina. 
 

Harold Groth is doing pulpit supply at Sedan FCC during their 
interim. 
 

Sherman Sack has retired from Herington FCC.  
 

Kent Dorsey is the interim minister at Manhattan FCC. 
 

Lynn Dickson is the interim minister at Marysville FCC. 

Transitions: 

August: 
Carl & Dorothy Thornton, Fredonia, First Christian Church -- 71 
 

October: 
Robert & Jane Hutton, Fredonia, First Christian Church -- 70 
Howard & June Wick, Dighton, First Christian Church -- 69 
 

November: 
Clarence & Lois Bryant, Scott City, First Christian Church -- 76 
Gene & Nadine Burtin, Eureka, Christian & Cong'l Church -- 71 
Joe & Helen Marshall, Erie, First Christian Church -- 68 
George & Betty Chapman, Fredonia, First Christian Church -- 66 

Anniversaries: 
All those who are celebrating 50, 60, 65 and more years together 

 
 

October: 
Don Cunningham, Salina, Belmont Blvd CC — 90 
George Neal, Wichita, Hillside CC — 90 
Eileen Roehl, Kingman, CC — 95 
Helen Jenista, Caldwell, Central CC — 101 
Berea Nigus, Hiawatha, First CC 101 
Eunice Hougland, Wichita, Hillside CC — 103 
Mary Clark, Lewis, First CC — 107 
 

November: 
Grace Webb, Clearwater, First CC — 90 
Barker Davis, Wichita, Hillside CC — 95  

Birthdays: 
All the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond  

Retired teacher Mildred Stone, 
91, died July 1. She was a faithful 

member of Topeka First Christian Church who cared deeply 
about camp and women’s ministries, and regularly attended 
Regional Assembly and DW retreats. She supported the Raise 
Up Leaders campaign to purchase Tawakoni, and her name 
appears on the Recognition Plaza.  
 

Jean Vaughn, 85, author of several books, died July 30. She 
served as regional Disciples Women’s Ministries Coordinator 
from 1997-2001, and originated the Messenger’s Nurturing 
Your Spirit column. Jean and her husband Eldon supported 
camp, including preparing the Clergy Cottage for comfortable 
use, and their names appear on the Recognition Plaza.  
 

Retired minister Robert Brown, 89, died Aug. 16 at Schowalter 
Villa in Hesston. He served churches in Louisburg, Wichita, Scott 
City, Parsons, and Colby, and three other states. He loved camp 
ministry so much that Do, Lord was sung in his memorial 
service. His name appears on the Recognition Plaza.  
 

Retired chaplain John “Jack” Divine, 82, died Aug. 18. A 
passionate civil rights advocate, he joined the 1965 clergy 
march from Selma to Montgomery, AL. He served as a local 
church pastor and a VA chaplain, and had been associate pastor 
at Leavenworth FCC.  

In Memoriam: 

mailto:cck@kansasdisciples.org

