
Page 1: August 2017  

 

Vol. 121: Ed. 4 — August 2017 

Coming Events: 
Men’s Odyssey Retreat  . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 

Aug. 11-12 at Tawakoni 
 

Anti-racism Training  . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 
Aug. 26 at Tawakoni 
Oct. 19 at FCC Great Bend 

 

Legacy of John Benefit Dinner  . . .  Pg. 3 
Aug. 26 at KCH 

 

KDM Fall Retreat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 
Sept. 29-30 at Tawakoni 

 

KDW Fall Retreat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 2 
Oct. 4-6 & 6-8 at Tawakoni 

 

Gala & Auction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 1 
Oct. 28 at Tawakoni 

 

KDYC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 1 
Nov. 10-12 

 

 
Appendix A: Camp Highlights 

 
Appendix B: News from the Pews  
 General Assembly Recap 

Thank You Pool Donors! 
2017 Camp Season in Review 

The pool renovation was a huge hit with 
the campers this summer. 

More than 370 campers, 13 directors, 8 
chaplains and more than 60 counselors 
attended camp this year.  Additionally, 
more than 15 volunteers and staff helped 
make this year’s camp season a success. 

We have received $163,055 of the 
$277,165 
needed for 
the pool 
project. 
Becoming a 
Pool Partner 
with a gift of 
$1000 or 
more. 
 

The next camp build project is planned 
for latter this fall. Plans are in the works 
to build a new habitat style house for our 
caretakers.  We will provide more 
information in future publications. 

Give online at www.kansasdisciples.org 
or mail your checks to the Topeka 
regional office.  Please make your checks 
out to the Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
and write Pool Fund in the memo. 

Remember, online registrations and 
donations appear on your credit card 
statement as some version of 
“SST*CHRISTIANCHUR840559 
MOUNT VERNON OH.” 

 
See Appendix A for 2017 Camp Highlights 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

The 2017 Camp Gala and Auction is October 28. 
Proceeds from the Gala benefit the summer camp program 
and camp grounds. Your donations for the auction are 
crucial to a successful event.  

More information including drop off location to be 
announced in future publications. 

2017 Gala & Auction 
Eager to see camp friends? 

 

Kansas Disciples Youth 
Convention is Nov. 10-12 at 
the Atrium Hotel and 
Conference Center in 
Hutchinson. Travis McKee, 
pastor and musician, will 
bring the keynote messages.   

Breakout sessions include 
working with those in need 
in the community. Other 
activities include games, 
energizers and inflatables. 

Save $10 off the $55 fee 
by registering before Oct. 20. 
Online registration coming 
soon. 

2017 KS Disciples Youth Convention 
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By: Jim McCollough, Holton FCC pastor 

 
It’s hard for me to conceptualize 

what it was like to grow up in the 
1930s when my dad did. Frequently, 
Dad spoke of walking 5 miles to 
school--especially when I complained 
about riding the bus! It got so cold in 
Dad’s bedroom on winter nights that 
he remembered seeing a layer of ice 
on the glass of water on his dresser. 
“It was during the depression, and 
everyone was poor,” dad said. 

In his later years, Dad and Mom 
built a beautiful new home, 
equipped with most every modern 
convenience one could obtain. Dad 
lived through a revolutionary time, 
from rags to riches.  

We live in a world of 
convenience and technology today. 
The purpose of marketing is to 
convince us to be unsatisfied with 
what we have, so that we seek the 
latest advance in modern 
conveniences. I am not innocent of 
this, to be sure!  Most of our lives 
are in sharp contrast to the teaching 
of Jesus when he said “Any who 
want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow 
me.” (Matthew 16:24)  

One of my friends shared with 
me that she talks with her kids when 
they are preparing to spend money. 
As a family, they ask themselves, “Is 
this something we want, or is it 
something we need?” We all buy 
things we don’t need, but teaching 
our family to ask this question might 
lead to improving our use of our 

By: Ken Marston, Regional Minister 

Have you ever wondered why, with 
all the means of communication 
available, we seem to understand each 
other less? This is the premise of If I 
Understood You, Would I Have This 
Look On My Face?, a book by Alan 
Alda. [Yes, he played Hawkeye Pierce in 
the TV series M.A.S.H.]  

Too often we do not listen, but wait 
for the other person to stop so that we 
can have our say, no matter what they 
said to us. We talk past each other. We 
fail to connect and in this failure to 
hear and connect, we get frustrated, 
angry, and never really relate.   

Alan Alda asserts that to 
communicate, we need to listen so that 
we respond to those thoughts and not 
just share our own. We need to listen 
in such a way that we open ourselves 
to be changed by what the other 
person says. We need to learn to read 
each other so that we begin where the 

other person is, instead of assuming 
that we know what they think. We 
need to listen empathetically, so that 
we understand what the other person 
feels, and why they think and feel what 
they are trying to communicate. 

Alda offers techniques actors learn 
when they study improvisation. These 
include mirroring activities, where two 
people face each other and mimic each 
other’s movements exactly; and 
observing each other so closely that we 
can name what another person feels 
through reflective listening. These are a 
start; the book has more suggestions. 

One of the keys to healing divisions 
and overcoming violence might lie in 
more effective communication so that 
we connect with each other. In this 
connection, might we discover again 
what it means to love others as God 
already loves us?  

2018 Clergy Standing Forms  
Due Dec. 1  

2018 Standing Request forms will be 
sent to all ministers in October, and 
must be returned by Friday, Dec. 1. The 
Committee on Standing meets Dec. 2 to 
consider all requests. 

The form has been simplified and 
will require just a few minutes to 
complete. Forms will be sent by email 
whenever possible, as a fillable PDF 
with basic information pre-filled, and 

may be returned by email *without 
printing.* If you miss the email, contact 
Kathy Foster at 620-792-6490 or 
chp@kansasdisciples.org.  

Among other benefits, standing 
grants access to the search and call 
system of Disciples of Christ, and makes 
pastors eligible to exclude housing 
allowance from taxable income.  

John Warring was installed as pastor of First Christian Church in Columbus on 
July 23. Regional Minister Renee Bridwell brought the message and together with 
Regional Minister Steve Martin, led the Installation Covenant. Ministers Cristine 
Warring and Paul Elliott also participated in the service.    

Columbus FCC Welcomes New Pastor 
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August 11-12 
The Disciples Center at Tawakoni 

Register and pay online: www.kansasdisciples.org or 
download form and mail with check to Topeka Regional Office. 

Amazing Odyssey Adventure II 

Saturday, Aug. 26 is the second of three Anti-racism 
Trainings for clergy, spouses and church leaders for this year; 
the date was changed due to our trainer’s schedule. It begins 
at 10 a.m. at the Disciples Center at Tawakoni, and ends 
around 3 p.m.  

A third session is scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 19 at Great 
Bend First Christian Church, same times.   

Anti-racism training is mandatory for all clergy in the 
Kansas region in 2017 in order to maintain standing regardless 
of their status in the every-third-year requirement for 
Boundary Training. This training is also open to all non-clergy 
church leaders who would like to be part of the discussion on 
how to counter the racism among us. This event takes the 
place of our usual Boundary Training for this year. One-third of 
Kansas clergy still need to register for either the Aug. 26 or 
Oct. 19 session.  

Trainer Nancy Eggen is the Minister for Racial Justice 
Initiatives for the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. She will lead participants to explore the 
difference between acts of racial bigotry and systemic racism, 
to learn more about the difficulty of talking about race and our 
history as a racialized society, and to explore white privilege. 

Second Session for  
Anti-racism Training at Tawakoni 

Mark your calendars for the 
2017 Holiday Bazaar, 8 - 4 on 
Saturday, Nov. 4 at Kansas 
Christian Home, 1035 SE Third 
Street, Newton. 

Proceeds go to purchase 
necessary equipment for KCH 
residents. Donations may be 
sent to KCH in care of Nancy Kasper, Auxiliary. 

KCH Auxiliary Holiday Bazaar 

Register Now for the  
2017 Kansas Disciple Men’s Retreat  

Hey men! If you have not put the Disciples Men’s retreat 
on your calendar, do it now! Two dynamic speakers, the Rev. 
Dr. Todd Adams of the Pension Fund and Rev. Jesse Jackson Jr 
of East 6th Street Christian Church in Oklahoma City will help 
us explore our theme, Wrestling with an Old Foe. Retreat is 
September 29-30. 

Racial strife has raised its ugly head. While there has been 
great progress since the 1950s, there is still much work to be 
done if we are to be the nation our founders envisioned and 
the faith community Christ called us to be. In this work of 
racial justice, men of faith need to learn how to say “Enough!” 
to hurtful, bigoted speech, and acts of racially motivated 
violence.   

Come! Be a part of this important conversation! 

     Two sessions of the Kansas 
Disciples Women Fall Retreat are 
offered: Mid-week, Oct. 4-6 and 
Weekend session Oct. 6-8 with the 
Rev. Dr. Christal L. Williams as the 
keynote speaker.  
     Christal is a woman with a mission 

to love, equip, and empower women. She is President of 
the Disciples Women Leadership Council, and on the 
Board of Trustees of Christian Theological Seminary in 
Indianapolis, in addition to being Regional Minister and 
President of the Christian Church in Tennessee.  

Join with other women in a variety of activities, 
including as a book study on Can’t Wait to Get to Heaven 
by Fannie Flagg, Disciples volunteering opportunities, 
service projects, prayer stations, singing, and various 
hands-on activities.  

Registration of $85 is due by Sept. 5; cabin and bed 
assignments are made on a first-come basis. Register and 
pay online at www.kansasdisciples.org, or download 
form and mail with payment to Topeka Regional Office. 

Register Now! KDW Fall Retreat 

http://www.kansasdisciples.org
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Kansas Regional Office 
Steve Martin, Regional Minister 
smartin@kansasdisciples.org  
Susan White, Executive Secretary 
cck@kansasdisciples.org 
2914 SW MacVicar Ave. 
Topeka 66611-1787 
785-266-2914; 800-737-8130 
Fax: 785-266-0174 
Barb Runge, Disciples Women  
runge2@cox.net  
 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
316-775-1222 
 
 
 

Central & High Plains Satellite Office 
Ken Marston, Regional Minister 
kmarston@kansasdisciples.org 
Kathy Foster, Admin. Assistant  
chp@kansasdisciples.org 
5230 Broadway Avenue 
Great Bend 67530-3208 
620-792-6490; Fax: 792-1268 
 
South Central Satellite Office 
Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 
rbridwell@kansasdisciples.org 
Jessica Marston, Communications 
scd@kansasdisciples.org  
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta 67010-8111 
316-775-1236; Fax: 775-1455 

Check out the latest news and events on 
www.kansasdisciples.org, our Facebook page, 
or scan this QR code with your mobile device. 

August: 
 

Ben Duerfeldt 60 
Richard Dickinson 57 
Jay Gideon 56 
Paxton Jones 42 
Jerry Zanker 41 
Greg Rea 32 
Mary Elise Earley 27 

September: 
 

Jack Divine 57 
George Bloomquist 55 
David Webb 44 
Steve Martin 37 

Ordination Anniversaries 
All those who have served 25 years or more in ministry 

 
Clearwater First Christian Church has extended a call 

of ministry to Dustin Morris. Dustin’s installation service 
was July 30. 

 
Riverside Christian Church in Wichita has called Terrye 

Williams as Transitional Minister, beginning August 1. 
Terrye comes to Kansas from Newport News, VA. 

 
Paul Allen has accepted a call of ministry to Huntsville, 

AL. He closed his ministry at Manhattan First CC in July.  
 
Scott City First Christian Church Associate Minister, 

Steve Payne, accepted the call to senior interim minister. 
 
Josh Bell has been called to ministry at First Christian 

Church in Perry, OK. He finishes at Kingman CC in August. 

Transitions: 

August: 
Patsy & Don Cunningham, Salina, Belmont Blvd CC -- 70 
Don & Velma Cheslic, Arkansas City, Central CC -- 68 
Ralph & Ivy Lankton, Kingman, CC -- 67 
Bill & Dorothy Baker, Pittsburg, First CC -- 67 
Bill & Ardis Brown, Smith Center, First CC -- 66 
 

September: 
Joe & Helen Oliver, Wichita, Pine Valley CC -- 75 

Anniversaries: 
All those who are celebrating 50, 60, 65 and more years together 

 
 

August: 
Mary Stong, Independence, First CC -- 101 
Dorothy Burkhart, Arkansas City, Central CC -- 90 
 

September: 
Carroll Kerley, Clearwater, First CC -- 95 
Carolyn Carnahan, Wichita, Hillside CC -- 90 
Shirley Millsap, Wichita, Hillside CC -- 90 

Birthdays: 
All the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond  

 
Retired minister Lila Wilson’s son James, his wife Lisa, 

and mother-in-law Carol were all killed in a crash May 12 
when their car was rear-ended in construction 
congestion. They were going to KU Medical Center for an 
update on Lisa’s health.  

 

Pastor Robert Bull, 64, died July 3, after serving 19 
years at Riverside CC in Wichita. His last sermon was on 
the anniversary of his first sermon, the first Sunday in 
July. Celebration of Life will be 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
August 5, at the church.  

 

Retired minister June Cline died July 12. Services were 
held July 20 at Newton First CC. June served in both 
congregational and regional ministries, in Pennsylvania, 
Missouri, Washington, and Illinois, including a term as 
Interim regional staff in the South Central office in 
Kansas. June Cline will be one of those honored in 
Kansas Christian Home’s Celebration of Life Service at 
10:30 a.m. on Thursday, Aug. 17.  

 

Dorothy Bowles, 91, Aurora, CO, died July 5.  Dorothy 
was a co-leader in ministry with her pastor husband 
William, for over 60 years serving in 10 congregations in 
5 states and served on the regional board. 

In Memoriam: 

mailto:cck@kansasdisciples.org

