
 

As lightning sparked across the morning sky and rain fell in buckets, 
General Assembly volunteers created their own thunder inside the Indiana 
Convention Center. Nails pounded into lumber transformed boards into the 
walls of a Habitat for Humanity home.  

While many rolled up their sleeves to build walls, others did the same to 
donate blood. Some crafted hats for newborn babies as more volunteers 
created capes for children being treated for life-threatening illnesses. 
Another group sorted potatoes for use by the Food Bank.  

Other mission projects included an advocacy project for Bread for the 
World and community gardening with the Patachou Foundation. The Young 
Adult Commission collected supplies for the homeless and the Youth Council 
prepared breakfast at two Ronald McDonald houses.  

Disciples make a difference in Indianapolis 

On July 6 the Board of Disciples Home Missions (DHM) approved 
the call of Rev. Sotello Long as the next president of DHM. Long was 
introduced to the full General Assembly on July 11. 

Long has served as South Carolina Regional Minister since 2003 
and pastor of First Christian Church in Aiken, SC, since 2014. This will 
not be his first tour with DHM, however. He was the minister of 
evangelism from 1995 to 2003. Current DHM President Rev. Dr. Ron 
Degges will retire on August 31. 

Disciples Home Missions names new president 

Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens was elected to serve as the General Minister and 
President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. 
She is the first African-American to hold this post and the second woman to lead the 
denomination.  

“We need to stop demonizing differences as deficiencies,” Hord Owens said. “We 
should seek to understand, to work through our differences in priorities, opinions, 
methods, and goals. This will not be easy, but imagine what an example this will be 
for the world if we can bridge the gaps in politics, identity, geography and theology.”  

The election of Hord Owens follows the 12-year tenure of the Rev. Sharon E. 
Watkins, who was the first female to lead a mainline denomination in the United 
States upon her election in 2005. Hord Owens’ term is six years with an option for  
re-election in 2023 for an additional six-year term.  

Rev. Teresa Hord Owens elected 

Disciples worship in community  
Sunday morning, General Assembly participants worshiped in nearly 50 
churches all across the Indiana region. Pictured is the service at Christian 
Theological Seminary (CTS) in Indianapolis, where alumni including Rev. 
Dr. Christal Williams (right), led worship. She will speak for KDW retreats 
in October. 



 

Greg Hamlin and wife 
Debie say good-bye to 
Faith Christian Church 
on May 28. Greg accept-
ed a position in develop-
ment with Kansas Elks. 

Oxford Christian Church 
honored Pastor Danny 
Ginn and wife Dee on June 
25 with a reception for his 
25 years of ministry in the 
community. 

Pastor Gary Bell, Newton First CC, surprised his 
wife Denny Bell, pastor of New Hope CC, with a 
renewal of vows to mark their 45th wedding 
anniversary. Son Josh Bell presided, wearing his 
grandfather Gene Curtis’s robe and using the 
same wedding service that Rev. Curtis used to 
officiate the original service on June 10, 1972. 

JoAn McGregor, retired Disciples minister 
in Wichita recently published Death Came 
Calling—Life Won.  

On the way home from a vacation, JoAn 
kept hearing what she thought was a song 
running through her head. She wrote it 
down, wondering why that poetic message 
had come to her. Following an auto accident 
and critical illness, she realized the poem 

was a gift to encourage her. She studied the 
Scriptures on healing and the healing 
ministry of Jesus.  

Her book takes the reader on that 
journey, to encourage and empower the 
seeker to trust in the God of creation. God 
has equipped us for the journey no matter 
where that journey may lead.  

The book Is available on Amazon. 

Welcome To Kansas! 

It’s official!  The General Assembly approved 
Liberal First CC rejoining the Kansas Region.  During 
spring workdays, at camp, Liberal sent 18 youth and 
sponsors to help get it read.  


