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Coming Events: 
Pentecost Special Offering 

June 4 & 11 
General Assembly 

July 8-12 
Men’s Odyssey Retreat  . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 

Aug. 11-12 at Tawakoni 
Anti Racism Training  . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 

Aug. 26 at Tawakoni 
Oct. 19 at FCC Great Bend 

Legacy of John Benefit Dinner  . . .  Pg. 3 
Aug. 26 at KCH 

KDM Fall Retreat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 3 
Sept. 29-30 at Tawakoni 

KDW Fall Retreat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 2 
Oct. 4-6 & 6-8 at Tawakoni 

Gala & Auction 
Oct. 28 at Tawakoni 

KDYC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 2 
Nov. 10-12 

 

June Camps: 
Primary 1   May 30-June 1 
Discovery   May 31-June 1 
Grand Camp 1  June 1-3 
Mission Week  June 4-10 
Junior 1   June 5-9 
Chi Rho 1   June 12-17 
Grand Camp 2  June 15-17 
CYF Alpha  June 19-24 
Primary 2   June 22– 24 
Equestrian 1&2  June 25-July 1 
Music & Drama  June 25-July 1 
 

July Camps 
CYF Omega  July 10-15 
Adult Conference July 21-23 
Junior 2   July 24-29 
Chi Rho 2   July 24-29 
Pre-High   July 24-29 

Pilot Project 
 

The results from our work—and that of other 
regions and gatherings—are in! 

For two years, Disciples have 
gathered information about the ways 
that all of us are involved in mission. 
The core of the question was, “What 
moves our heart as Disciples? Where 
do we see God calling us to be 
involved?” 

We did this to discern the next 
shared focus, as we near the 20/20 
vision to become a pro-reconciling, anti
-racist church; plant 1000 new 
churches, transform 1000 existing 
ones, and raise up the leadership for 
these. Mission First! looks beyond 
these ongoing 2020 goals. 

Sifting together the responses 
from gatherings including our Joint 
Regional Assembly, and distilling that 
data into a single statement, the 
Mission First! priority is this: “God calls 
us to work with and for children, youth 
and young adults, so together we may 
share and receive the good news of 
Jesus Christ by creating communities 
of healing, learning, transformation.” 

Mission First! was presented to 
the Regional board in a recent retreat. 
Their first reaction was, “Let’s lift up 
the ways that we’re already in 

mission.” Each board member present, 
representing 15 of our 85 
congregations, was asked to email a list 
of their mission efforts, plus one story 
of a life affected. I invite you to send 
that information as well. Share every 
ministry, with the monthly or yearly 
numbers that fit it: shawls knitted, 
quilts made, people served by your 
food bank or hot meals, number of 
volunteers or hours or children served 
in tutoring at-risk children. The great 
volume will be presented in total, 
when we hear from more of you. 
Stories will be featured one by one, in 
the Mini-Messenger and the Kansas 
Messenger.  

Think about the Mission First! 
statement and the ministries of your 
congregation. Do you sense areas 
where God might be calling your 
church to do something more? Most of 
us are good at giving money and things 
for basic human needs. Many children, 
youth and young adults in our 
communities need those things, AND 
our time and our care in relationships. 
Could your church help?  

See related article, page 2. 

Campers love to receive mail from 
friends and family back home. Letters 
and packages need to be addressed in 
the following format to insure timely 

delivery. There is no mail delivery on 
the last day of camp.  

Include the camp session; we often 
have 2 or 3 camp sessions happening at 
the same time!  
 

For Example:  
Camper Name 
Camp Session (Junior 1, CYF Omega, etc.) 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta, KS 67010-8111 

Mail Time! 
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By: Ken Marston, Regional Minister 

 
An “Inoculated Christian” is 

Christian in name only--someone 
who has made a confession of faith 
and been baptized, but little in the 
way that they live, speak, or behave, 
or the values they hold, reflects the 
life and teachings of Jesus. 

Being a Christian is not for wimps, 
nor is it a part-time or haphazard 
proposition. Being a Christian takes 
dedication and commitment. Being a 
Christian involves a life-long process 
of developing Christ-like character. It 
involves the study of scripture, 
developing a regular prayer life, 
participating in communal worship, 
and living in loving relationship with 
all people and all of creation. 

So, are you an “Inoculated 
Christian” or a dedicated follower of 
the Lord of Life, Jesus the Christ?  

 

It is your choice.  

By: Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 

Thinking about the Mission First! 
article on the front page — What if 
Disciples took to heart our holy calling 
to make a difference for ‘children, 
youth and young adults,’ such that in 
10 years, our communities say things 
like this: “Those Disciples really have a 
heart for kids. So many of them are 
tutors in our school.”  

Or “There are so many foster 
families in the Disciple church that it’s 
like the church is one big foster group. 
It’s just what the youth in our town 
needed desperately.”  

Or “I’ve never seen so many CASA 
volunteers from one church.”  

Or what if a young adult said, “I 
aged through the foster system and 
had no idea what to do next. Your 
church helped me get started as an 
adult; now I have a life, a home and a 
church home. Thank you, FCC! “  

Or “Because Bob & Mary took me 
into their home, I finished high school, 
received scholarships for college, and 
have a good life. I also have a church 
family, because they didn’t do it alone. 
Thanks, FCC! Thank you God, for FCC! “ 

Your church has a role in making 
this dream real. May it be so, God; may 
it be so. 

 

Mission First! 
Churches involved in mission: 

 

Central Christian Church in Arkansas 
City is involved in mission in these 
ways & more:  

• Clothing ministry, serving 125 
people each month 

• Local ecumenical food bank 
• Amnesty International letters 

campaigns 
• Financial support for Disciples 

Mission Fund, Camp Tawakoni, 
District and Regional church, and 
the local Ministerial Alliance 

 
Woodridge CC in Wichita didn’t 

send a list, though theirs would be 
similar. They focused on their 
partnership with the village of La Flor, 
Nicaragua, where they help provide 
clean water and improved education, 
health, and housing. They started a 
micro-bank, provided school supplies, 
built one house and provided funding 
for a second house. They will return in 
2018 to build a third house.  

Petrona Garcia and seven family 
members, three generations, live in a 
house the church built. Through an 
interpreter and writer, she sent thanks: 
…“Miss Petrona tells us that she feels 
very content and happy … more safe 
than before because now the rains 
won’t affect her things because she has 
a secure and pretty house.” Her 
asthma is better also, now that her 
home doesn’t get wet and cold.  

Woodridge Pastor Bob Gleason says 
that this house is 18 by 18 feet. The 
back half is divided into two bedrooms, 
with the front half as a living room. For 
comparison, the Admin building at 
camp, from which we produce regional 
publications, was converted from a 3-
car garage; it is more than twice the 
size of her dry, secure, pretty house.  

Join us at the annual 
Disciples Women 
Fall Retreat during 
the Mid-Week 
session Oct. 4—6 or 
Week-End session 
Oct. 6—8, with the 

Rev. Dr. Christal L. Williams as our 
keynote speaker. She is a woman with 
a mission. Come, Just as YOU Are and 
let her help you see how your life 
connects with God’s story, others, 
ourselves, and Jesus. 

Registration costs $85 and is due 
by Sept. 5. Cabin and bed assignments 
are made on a first-come basis. For 
registration forms go to your church 
or register online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org. 

Save the Date! 
KDW Fall Retreat 

At the General Assembly in July, 
delegates will vote on a resolution that 
will allow Liberal FCC to rejoin the KS 
Region. The congregation has been 
part of the Southwest Region (Texas & 
New Mexico) for many years. Liberal 
sent 17 youth and adults to March 
camp work days, and they are excited 
about attending camp this summer. 

Liberal First Christian Church to Rejoin KS Region 

http://www.kansasdisciples.org
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Coming August 11-12 
The Disciples Center at 

Tawakoni 
 

Hey men! The Amazing 
Odyssey Adventure II is the 
third retreat of the Disciples 
Men Odyssey Project. This 
retreat casts the vision of the 
Odyssey Project and invites 
men 10 years and older to 
begin the life-long journey of 
growing up to reflect Christ-
like character.  

While originally conceived 
as a partnership journey for 
teen boys and their father 
figures, the vision for the 
Odyssey Project has grown 
to include any man who is 
tired of going through the 
motions of being a follower 
of Jesus. It is about learning 
to live a disciplined life that 
helps a man become what 
God created men to be: 

Respectful, Responsible, 
Reliable, Faithful, 
Compassionate, Generous, 
Humble, and Self-controlled. 

Beginning at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 11, participants 
will explore the vision of the 
Odyssey Project, make Spirit 
Bags in which to keep 
memory objects that mark 
their spiritual growth, 
experience exercises in the 
Daily Rule of Life Guide 
(included), and experience a 
guided session of a Monthly 
Men’s Support and 
Accountability meeting, 
which includes extended 
physical activity and sharing 
that will help participants 
assess their growth in 
reflecting Christ-like 
character. We will close with 
worship around 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 12. 

Amazing Odyssey Adventure II 

On May 4, 35 people attended the first of three clergy, 
spouse and church leader Boundaries Training for 2017. 
Guided by Nancy Eggen, Minister for Racial Justice Initiatives 
for the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference of the United Church of 
Christ, participants explored the difference between acts of 
racial bigotry and systemic racism; the reasons that it is 
difficult to talk about race, what white privilege is, and talking 
honestly about the history of our racialized society. 

Kansas Disciples clergy are required to attend this training 
this year in order to maintain standing. Two more sessions are 
available: Saturday, August 26 at Camp Tawakoni, and 
Thursday, Oct. 19, at Great Bend FCC. Both sessions begin at 
10 a.m. and close by 3 p.m. Registration is required and is 
available at www.kansasdisciples.org. 

Systemic Racism is Topic of  
2017 Boundaries training  

Shirley Cook, center front with purple stole, was ordained 
at FCC Topeka on May 21. Participants included Regional 
Ministers Ken Marston, center back, and Steve Martin, right 
back, and Rev. Steve Bridwell, Chair of Clergy Care Ministries. 

Shirley Cook Ordination 

On April 30, the people of 
First Christian Church in 
Yates Center celebrated their 
last worship service in the 
building that has been in 
service since 1904. Regional 
Minister Rev. Steve Martin 

joined them for the worship 
service, and for the lunch 
which celebrated the legacy 
of the church. Their building 
will continue to bless the 
community.   

Yates Center FCC says good-bye 

Mark your Calendar!  KDM Fall Retreat 

The Disciples Men’s 
Retreat will be Sept. 29-30. 
The later date 
accommodates the busy 
schedules of facilitators 
Jesse Jackson Jr. and  

Todd Adams. Under the 
theme Wrestling with an 
Old Foe; men will learn 
about racism and white 
privilege.  

Chalice Press is now taking pre-orders 
for the very popular Chalice Hymnal. 
Orders received by Sept. 4 will be 
delivered by Dec. 3, in time for Advent. 
Consider the  complementary Chalice 
Praise as well, a collection of 
contemporary worship songs. 

http://www.kansasdisciples.org
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Kansas Regional Office 
Steve Martin, Regional Minister 
smartin@kansasdisciples.org  
Susan White, Executive Secretary 
cck@kansasdisciples.org 
2914 SW MacVicar Ave. 
Topeka 66611-1787 
785-266-2914; 800-737-8130 
Fax: 785-266-0174 
Barb Runge, Disciples Women  
runge2@cox.net  
 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
316-775-1222 
 
 
 
 

Central & High Plains Satellite Office 
Ken Marston, Regional Minister 
kmarston@kansasdisciples.org 
Kathy Foster, Admin. Assistant  
chp@kansasdisciples.org 
5230 Broadway Avenue 
Great Bend 67530-3208 
620-792-6490; Fax: 792-1268 
 
South Central  Satellite Office 
Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 
rbridwell@kansasdisciples.org 
Jessica Marston, Communications 
scd@kansasdisciples.org  
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta 67010-8111 
316-775-1236; Fax: 775-1455 

Check out the latest news and events on 
www.kansasdisciples.org, our Facebook page, 
or scan this QR code with your mobile device. 

June 
Bill Reece 66 years 
Bob Brown  67 years 
Herbert Kreller 66 years 
Bob Langston 63 years 
Roy Browning 62 years 
George Lespagnard 58 years 
John Bartlett 58 years 
Ralph Peters 57 years 
Ted Warren 55 years 
Ron Cobb 48 years 
Rebecca Bunton 47 years 
Gregory Duncan 46 years 

 
Jim McCollough 41 years 
Titus James 38 years 
Gary Bell 37 years 
Joe Hendrixson 35 years 
Kathy Bryant 33 years 
David Jones 32 years 
Keith Cross 30 years 
Tom Eastman 28 years 
Danny Ginn 26 years 
Reed Hartford 25 years 
Dale Matherly 25 years 
 

July 
Dan Haggard 49 years 
Bill Johnson 43 years 
Thom Scott 39 years 

 
Julie Callahan 29 years 
Craig Robertson 29 years 

Ordination Anniversaries 
All those who have served 25 years or more in ministry 

 
Emporia FCC was excited to welcome their minister 

Lorraine Bailey, who began her ministry on May 1. 
 

John Warring accepted the call of Columbus FCC to begin 
ministry there on June 1.  

 

Phillips seminary student Cristine Warring is doing 
extended pulpit supply at Neodesha FCC. 

 

Jerry Zanker, minister of Marysville FCC, has announced 
his retirement for the end of May 2017.  

 

Allison Longman completed her ministry at Riverside CC 
in Wichita in May, in order to join her husband who is now 
working in Oklahoma City. 

 

James Byers has accepted the call to serve as minister of 
Wellington FCC beginning July 1. He and his wife are natives 
of South Haven and Wellington respectively, and are eager 
to return to their geographic home area and to their 
spiritual home with Disciples.  

Transitions: April: 
Charles & Edna Kellogg, Pittsburg FCC -- 73  
Al & Norma Murphy, Wichita Hillside CC -- 70  
Sam & Mary Weaver, Baxter Springs FCC -- 60  
 

May: 
Bob & Theda Smith, Wichita Hillside CC -- 77  
Marion & Phyllis Maxwell, Wichita Hillside CC -- 70  
George & Shirley Neal, Wichita Hillside CC -- 67  
Larry & Pat Rahal, Wichita Hillside CC -- 60  
 

June: 
Harold & Janice Stevenson, Emporia FCC -- 71  
Beryl & Helen Worrell, Wichita Woodridge CC -- 70  
R G & Marie Lewis, Eureka Christian & Cong'l Church -- 69  
Calvin & Ardith Blue, Wichita Hillside CC -- 67  
Gale & Marie Kelley, Emporia FCC -- 67  
Bob & LaVerne Gray, Kingman CC -- 66  
Rod & Rada Fogo, Wichita, Hillside CC -- 60  
Merle & Sue Johnson, Wichita Faith CC -- 60  
Gene & Shirley Sprague, Eureka Christian & Cong'l Church -- 60  
Vergil & Shar Wright, Wichita Hillside CC -- 60  
 

July: 
Elwood & Maxine Brixey, Augusta FCC -- 71  
Ray & Pat Montgomery, Atchison FCC -- 71  
Keith & Wanda Sanborn, Wichita Hillside CC -- 71  
Charles & Charlene Button, Baxter Springs FCC -- 67  
John & Carolyn Kuhn, Emporia FCC -- 67  
Lowell & Betty Bowling, Wichita Hillside CC -- 60  

Anniversaries: 
All those who are celebrating 50, 60, 65 and more years together 

 

April: 
Keith Sanborn, Wichita Hillside CC -- 95 
Wanda Davis, Emporia FCC -- 90 
 

May: 
Clara Taylor, Salina FCC -- 104 
 

June: 
Arline Roberts, Salina Belmont Blvd CC -- 101 
Robert Martin, Wichita Hillside CC -- 90 
Don Richardson, Topeka FCC -- 80 
 

July: 
Jennabelle Crow, Arkansas City Central CC -- 95 
Leona Nelson, Kingman CC -- 90 

Birthdays: 
All the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond  

mailto:cck@kansasdisciples.org

