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   Coming Events   _ 

Easter Special Offering  .  .  .  .  .  Pg. 1 
April 9 & 16 

 
Boundaries/Anti-Racism Training 
May 4, July 22, & Oct. 19 

 
Camp Work Days  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Pg. 3 
May 18-20 

 
KDW Spirit Fest   

Leavenworth, April 1 

Baxter Springs, April 2 

Ulysses, April 8 

McPherson, April 9 

 
Three Appendices: 

1. Thank you Donors! 

2. 2017 Camp Schedule 

3. Israel Tour with Nebraska friends 

The FBI reports that in 2015 more 
than 2100 hate crimes were 
committed against blacks, more than 
730 against whites, and more than 370 
against Hispanics. In the same year 
they report more than 690 hate crimes 
against Jews, more than 300 against 
Muslims and more than 160 against 
Christians. The stats for 2016, once 
compiled, will likely be similar.  

So in 2017, our region is offering 
several opportunities to learn more, 
and to consider our response as 
faithful Christians.  

At the just-completed Spiritual 
Retreat, Dr. Belva Jordan, from 
Claremont School of Theology in 
California, spoke on the theme “One 
Body—One Spirit.”   

Still to come are three sessions of 
Anti-Racism Training, [May 4, July 22, 
and October 19] required of all KS 
clergy for standing this year. Rev. 
Nancy Eggen, Kansas-Oklahoma UCC 
staff for Racial Justice, will help us 
learn how to talk about racism, and 
explore racism itself, as opposed to 
acts of racial bigotry. 

Disciples Men Fall Retreat, Sept. 29-
30, and Disciples Women Fall Retreats, 
Oct. 4-6 & 6-8 will also explore these 
concepts of racial and religious 
inequality and our call as Christians to 
speak out against racism. 

 

We are Disciples of Christ,  
a movement for wholeness  

in a fragmented world. 

EASTER SPECIAL OFFERING 

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK! 
 

This new design for the 121-year-old 
Kansas Messenger is a work in progress. 
We aim for 4 pages, 2 sheets when 
printed, with an occasional special 
purpose appendix (3rd sheet!) such as 
the camp schedule which is in this issue. 

In this smaller format, articles will be 
shorter and may link to more 
information at www.kansasdisciples.org. 
We aim to continue to bring news from 
the breadth of Disciples—local and 
beyond our region, and of course, news 
in and about Kansas Disciples people 
and ministries. 

Please continue to send News from 
the Pews. We’ll do our best to include 
the unusual and the occasional, perhaps 
with links to the full story elsewhere. If 
published, your article will be edited for 
space, and your photos may or may not 
be included. 

A Year-Long Focus on Racism:  

Your gifts to the Easter Special 
Offering, received April 9 & 16 in 
most congregations, support the 
work of the church beyond our 
region.  Your offerings support over 
15 ministries including: 

• Phil & Janine Alexander 
• Anonymous 
• Atwood FCC DW 
• Arkansas City CCC DM  
• Augusta FCC 
• Linda Bradley Memorial & 

Holton FCC 
• Fredonia FCC 
• FUSE Foundation 

• Bill Garrett 
• Danny & Dee Ginn 
• Doug & Sue Gray 
• Dick & Diane Hall 
• Jim & Jean Harris 
• Steve & Debby Martin 
• McPherson FCC DW 
• Lew & Vicki Pearce 
• Floyd & Carla Pearson 

• Pittsburg FCC Youth 
• Dave & Debi Rogers 
• Drew & Steph Switzky 
• Topeka FCC Seekers Class  
• Topeka West Side CC 
• Brad & Julie Stover 
• John & Gail Wadsworth 
• Wichita Oakview CC 

Thank you to our new pool partners! 
Since our last publication we have gained 25 pool partners for the pool renovation 

project.  Become a pool partner with a $1000 gift to the pool renovation project.   

http://www.kansasdisciples.org


 

By: Jim McCollough, 
Pastor at Holton FCC 

Thoughts From Your Regional Minister    

When we began to look at the camp 
swimming pool, built in 1960, I 
thought, “How many of us drive a car 
built in 1960?” How many of us are 
doing nearly anything the same as we 
did nearly 60 years ago? Things change, 
whether we like it or not! 

Today looks different from last year. 
We have a new President and new 
Congress. New issues are discussed in 
coffee shops. Churches have new 
leaders serving, and some have new 
pastors. 

The Kansas Region is changing as 
well, beginning with the retirement of 
Paxton Jones. Our Regional Board has 
affirmed a new style of leadership, a 
“collaborative, non-hierarchical model 
of leadership,” and living into it as it 
emerges. In a nutshell, three regional 
ministers (Renee, Ken, Steve) are 
sharing leadership. Beginning with the 
April Regional Board meeting, we will 
engage the Board in a more active role 
in decisions about our shared 
ministries. 

Change will happen, whether we 
like it or not. We’re becoming more 

comfortable with that idea. Sociologists 
are pointing out the difference 
between technical change (e.g., heart 
bypass surgery) and adaptive change 
(embracing the diet and exercise to 
prevent further heart damage). 
Technical change is relative simple, 
even if briefly painful; adaptive change 
is a lifestyle, step by step, and often is 
harder to see. Adaptive change is a 
process. As soon as we have one thing 
figured out, another new reality will 
come to the front. We cannot hide! 

Your Region is embracing a process 
which recognizes the new realities of 
church life. At our Regional Board 
meeting in April, board members will 
discuss priorities and new ways to 
unleash participation from a broad 
spectrum of churches and members. 
We will explore the Mission First 
initiative, looking for hands-on 
opportunities.   

Stay tuned! We welcome your 
comments. Together we will emerge as 
a dynamic regional ministry, as we find 
ways to be relevant now and into the 
future. With God’s help, it will be so!  

STEWARDSHIP 

Jesus didn’t talk much about 
money. Instead he talked about 
servanthood, of radical compassion. 
At the communion table on Maundy 
Thursday, we remember that Jesus 
exhibited servant leadership at the 
last Passover with his disciples. Jesus 
acted out the core of his teaching by 
washing his disciples’ feet. The core 
of Jesus’ teaching was a radical 
compassion, and the Cross was the 
ultimate expression of his 
compassion for all people.  

Contemporary theologian Matthew 
Fox said that compassion is the 
world's richest energy source. 
Further, he says it is the least-used 
energy resource. Is that true? Is 
compassion an energy source--like 
oil, wind energy, ethanol? Yes, says 
Fox. Compassion is the seed of 
servant ministry, enough to 
transform the world. If true 
compassion is in place, everything 
else will fall into place, including 
funding the church’s ministry!  

On March 29, Kansas legislators 
will receive a gift distributed by the 
Rev. Tobias Schlingensiepen, who is 
bringing the invocation, will 
challenge them to employ the 
compassion mind-set in their 
decision-making. Tobias is pastor of 
First Congregational in Topeka and 
an ecumenical representative on our 
Regional Board. In cooperation with 
Kansas Children’s Alliance and 
Sunflower Foundation, each 
legislator will receive a biography of 
Charles Sheldon, author of In His 
Steps, and pastor at Topeka’s Central 
Congregational Church for 30 years. 
The phrase “What would Jesus do?” 
was the cornerstone of his ministry.  

On the front page of the March 27 
Topeka Capital-Journal, news of this 
gift was flanked by stories about the 
effect of federal budget cuts on two 
programs that help Kansas’ most 
vulnerable people.  

 

(Continued on Pg. 3) 

When disasters 
strike, Week of 
Compassion is 
there to help 
families get back 
on their feet. 
Sometimes, 

disasters come close to home.  
The Kansas towns of Dighton, 

Liberal and Hutchinson were recently 
hit by wildfires. Large areas were 
evacuated. Some families lost homes 
or had damage to their homes, in 
addition to the loss of crops and 
livestock.  

Thanks to your gifts to Week of 
Compassion, our church families 
received disaster clean-up buckets and 
solidarity grants to help with expenses 
not covered by insurance.  

Thirty Church World Service clean-
up buckets were delivered to Park 
Place Christian Church, Hutchinson, 
and were distributed to assist in the 
clean-up effort. Some families have 
been able to get back into their homes 
and temporary housing has been 
identified for those whose homes 
were severely damaged or destroyed. 
Full assessment of damage is ongoing. 

Your Week of Compassion Dollars at work 

KANSAS WILDFIRES 
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CAMP WORK DAYS 

First Christian Church, 
Smith Center, hosted the 
annual Smith County 
Ministerial Association Soup 
Fundraiser on Jan 22, 
raising $5,000 for SCMA 
emergency funds, transient 
funds, and ‘soles for young 
souls’ campaign.  

Over 300 people were 
served various kinds of 
soups in exchange for their 
voluntary donations. 

Several congregations 
from all over the county 
participated in the event. 

Strong-Estes Ordination: Teri Strong-Estes was 

ordained at North Heights CC, Wichita, in November.  

SCMA SOUP SUPPER 

PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING 

Bell Ordination:  
Josh Bell (right, wearing kilt) was 
ordained on March 18 at Kingman 
Christian Church where he has been 
pastor since 2011. He completed 
the M.Div. at Phillips Theological 
Seminary in December and is 
continuing to work toward an 
M.T.S., also at Phillips. Those 
attending came from as far away as 
his previous ministry in Virginia and 

as close by as the local Christian Motorcyclists Association. 
Participants included his family, representatives of the region and 
the seminary, the local Ministerial Alliance and the Kingman 
congregation, which celebrated with a reception afterward.  

KDW FALL RETREAT 

Your gift to the Pentecost Special 
Offering, received May 28, June 4 & 11 
in most congregations, will benefit new 
church growth. See future publications 
for more information. 

Mark your calendar now 
to join us October 4-6 
(Midweek) or October 6-8 
(Weekend) for Kansas 
Disciples Women Fall 
Retreat with the Rev. Dr. 
Christal L. Williams as our 
keynote speaker.  

Christal is a woman with a 
mission, to love, equip, and 
empower women. 
Currently, she is President of 
the Disciples Women 
Leadership Council, and on 
the Board of Trustees of 
Christian Theological 
Seminary in Indianapolis. 
She is Regional Minister and 
President of the Christian 
Church, in Tennessee. 

Join with other women in 
a variety of activities, such 
as a book study on Can't 
Wait to Get to Heaven by 
Fannie Flagg, Disciples 
volunteering opportunities, 
service projects, prayer 
stations, singing, and several 
hands-on activities. 

Registration cost of $100 
includes lodging at camp, 
five meals and program 
expenses. SAVE!  Register 
before Sept. 5 to save $15.  
Register and pay online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org or 
download a form and mail 
with payment to the Topeka 
Regional Office. 

Stewardship  (Continued from Pg. 2) 

Where is compassion in our nation? If Fox is right, that 
compassion is the least-used source of energy in our 
country, what about your church?  

If you have made a priority of servant ministries--food 
bank, a mission project at home or far away, or something 
else—have you discovered the power of compassion? If so, 
you may have noticed that your actions speak for 
themselves and you don’t have to talk about money very 
much. If your church is struggling to meet the budget, try 
taking a step of faith. Look what Jesus did with a basin and 
a towel! 
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Central & High Plains 
Ken Marston, Regional Minister 
kmarston@kansasdisciples.org 
Kathy Foster, Admin. Assistant  
chp@kansasdisciples.org 
5230 Broadway Avenue 
Great Bend  67530-3208 
620-792-6490; Fax: 792-1268 
  
 

 

Kansas Regional Office 
Steve Martin, Regional Minister 
smartin@kansasdisciples.org 
Susan White, Executive Secretary 
cck@kansasdisciples.org 
2914 SW MacVicar Ave. 
Topeka  66611-1787 
785-266-2914; 800-737-8130 
Fax: 785-266-0174 
Barb Runge, Disciples Women  
runge2@cox.net 

South Central  
Renee Bridwell, Regional Minister 
rbridwell@kansasdisciples.org 
Jessica Marston, Communications 
scd@kansasdisciples.org  
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 
Augusta  67010-8111 
316-775-1236; Fax: 775-1455 

 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
316-775-1222 

Ordination Anniversaries 
Transitions 

Girard First CC has called Laurie Anderson as their 
pastor. She began her ministry on Feb. 19. 

 

Emporia First Christian Church has called Lorraine 
Bailey as their new minister. She will begin her ministry 
May 1. 

 

Pastor Harold Gross has completed his ministry at 
Winfield, FCC. 

Happy Birthday 
to the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond 

January 
Marjory Carlson, Wichita Riverside CC 100 
 

February 
Jack Mayfield, Topeka First CC 100 
 

March 
Robert Martin, Arkansas City Central CC 100 
Ernest Rowland, Hiawatha First CC 100 
 

April 
Marge Glazier, Wichita New Hope CC  80 

Those who have served 25 years or more 

April 
Oscar Moline 4/23/1961 
Ross Kirk 4/25/1965 
Lynn Dickson 4/29/1973 
Don Bryant 4/1/1983 
 

May 
Ike Gillett May 1952 
Bill Nowlan 5/13/1956 
Larry Anderson 5/26/1963 
Melvin Walton 5/17/1966 
Phil Radatz  [CME] 5/13/1974 
Bob Colerick 5/23/1971 
Lydia Ganaden Cordaro 5/7/1978 
Rob Scofield 5/19/1981 
Tripp Edwards 5/20/1984 
Lynn Scott 5/25/1986 
Margaret McCullum 5/24/1987 
Ken Marston 5/15/1988 
Patsie Sweeden 5/18/1991 
Diana Leaf 5/19/1991 
Renee Bridwell 5/3/1992 

In Memoriam 

Retired Minister Herb Nobles died Feb 12 at Kansas 
Christian Home in Newton. He served most of his 
ministry in Florida and moved “home” in his later years. 

 

Retired minister Clarence Tucker died Feb 14. 
Services were held at Fairview Christian Church in 
Gladstone, MO, where he was an active member. In 
Kansas, Tucker had served churches in Holton and 
Pittsburg, and at Belmont Blvd. CC in Salina.  

 

Retired Disciples minister Ray Kerstetter, 88, died 
Feb. 19 at Kansas Christian Home where he had lived 
for many years after serving a number of Kansas 
churches. The Kerstetters had also served as caretakers 
of Christian Hills Camp. His beloved wife Sara died 3 
years ago; they were married 63 years.  

 

Retired minister Pattie Sliders husband, Jim Wright 
died March 15. 

Celebrations 
KDW Coordinator Barb Runge and husband Dick 

welcomed new granddaughter, Madeline on Jan. 21. 
Parents are Chris and Heather (Runge) Bieker.  

 

Regional Minister Renee Bridwell and husband Steve 
welcomed grandson Benjamin, born Feb. 5. Mike & 
Reyna Bridwell are the proud parents. 

Check out the latest news 
and events on 
www.kansasdisciples.org, 
our Facebook page, or 
scan this QR 
code with 
your mobile 
device. 
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Happy Anniversary 
to the saints who celebrate 50, 60, 65  

and more years together 

 

April 
Luella & Robert Hush, Emporia First CC 60  
Joyce & Richard Kellison, Emporia First CC 66 

mailto:cck@kansasdisciples.org

