
KANSAS 
MESSENGER
 CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN KANSAS (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)

www.kansasdisciples.org
VOL. 120 NO. 1 February 2016

 Coming Events
Chi Rho Retreat, Disciples Center at Tawakoni, Feb. 26-28, 2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 6
CYF Retreat, Disciples Center at Tawakoni, March 4-6, 2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 6
Regional Spirituality Retreat, Heartland Center, March 17-19, 2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 6
Clergy Retreat, Disciples Center at Tawakoni, April 26-28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 6
Disciples Women Spirit Fests, April 9, 10, 16, 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg. 6
Joint Regional Assembly, Salina, Nov. 11-12, 2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frount

Clear Your Calendars! Save The Date! 
Set An Alarm on Your Phone!

It’s time to make your plans to attend our next 
Regional Assembly, Nov. 11-12!

The theme for the Joint Kansas-Nebraska 
Assembly is Let Your Light Shine. We are 
honored to have our General Minister and 
President, the Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, and 
Rev. Pam McGrath, a Phillips Seminary graduate 
serving in the United Church of Christ as our 
featured speakers. Sharon will have begun her 

Kan.-Neb. JOINT Regional Assembly, 
Nov. 11-12, 2016

last year of service as our GMP. Together, 
they will challenge us to let our lights 
shine in the name of God. Come with 
open spirits as your spiritual candle is lit; 
prepared to let your light shine when you 
return home.

This is a joint assembly with our 
partners in the Nebraska Region, held 
at the Ambassador Hotel in Salina, KS 
on November 11-12. We will share the 
different ways that we engage in mission 
from our doorsteps in two regions, to the 
ends of the earth! It will be an enriching 

weekend filled with worship, inspiring speakers, mission, education and 
fellowship.

Disciples Women in both regions are working together to sponsor a 5K 
run on Friday afternoon, at 1 p.m., before the Assembly opens. Funds 
raised will be used to combat human trafficking.

Plans are still taking shape. Watch coming issues of the Kansas Mini-
Messenger for news of workshops, housing, youth activities and more.

Mission First! addresses the 
need to find a new shared focus in 
mission. We are not setting aside 
pro-reconciliation/anti-racism, new 
and transforming churches or 
leadership development; we seek 
to help identify the next mission 
priorities God has for us as we 
continue on our 2020 vision and 
beyond.

With appropriate resources and 
support, Disciples can make an 
impact within their communities. 
As mission directions evolve or 
change with the needs of the time, 
the process can begin again and 
refocus Disciples’ mission.

A Mission First! gathering will be 
at the 2016 joint regional assembly.

See page 5 to read how Kansas 
churches are impacting their 
communities and the world through 
mission.

Is your church or youth group 
doing a mission project or 
trip? Share it with us! Email 
messenger@kansasdisciples.
org with details about the project 
and 4-6 print quality photos.

We have just received notice that Gloria Vicente, 
our Mission Partner serving in Guatemala, will 
visit Kansas from May 8-29. Gloria also relates 
to our UCC partners in the Kansas-Oklahoma 
Conference, and will visit both Disciples and UCC 
churches and groups. 

Possible visit formats include fellowship dinner 
programs, speaking to auxiliary groups such as 
men’s, women’s, and youth groups, worship visits, 
and more. Hosting congregations are asked to 
provide housing and meals, and most likely help 
with transportation from site to site as well. 

Susan White in the Topeka office will coordinate 

In a world where communities are being displaced by the catastrophes 
of war, famine and natural disasters, the Church is called to reclaim the 
spiritual discipline of solidarity. As natural, economic, and political forces 
disrupt and uproot communities, the Church is called to stand in solidarity 
with these refugee communities as they seek to move beyond the 
trauma of displacement and toward a new life of well-being and promise.

For seven decades, Week of Compassion has been responding to 
people in need. Week of Compassion works through a remarkable 
network of church partner organizations and partnerships that insures 
that our response to humanitarian needs in the world is efficient, effective 
and faithful. Through these partnerships, Disciples are able to join a 
tapestry of caring that brings help and hope to hurting people in every 
corner of the world. Week of Compassion relies on your compassion, 
your gifts and your commitment to help change lives for the better. 

Change the world in an accountable, efficient, trustworthy, effective, 
sustainable way by supporting Week of Compassion today.

Your gifts to the Easter Special Offering, received March 20 & 27 in most 
congregations, support the work of the church beyond our region. Your 
offerings support over 15 ministries including:

Easter Special Offering

Missionary Visit in May

Gloria’s visits to Disciples congregations. Visits will be arranged for 
efficient travel. To request that Gloria visit your congregation, contact 
Susan at cck@kansasdisciples.org or 785-266-2914. 

Gloria works with the Christian Ecumenical Council of Guatemala as a 
consultant for communication, interpretation, and women’s projects. 

Continued on page 4
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Read the Kansas Messenger 
in color at www.kansasdisciples.
org under the news tab. 

Send subscription changes 
and news to messenger@
kansasdisciples.org. All 
submissions are edited for 
clarity, tone, and space. Send 
photographs in camera format, 
unaltered. The best photographs 
are in focus, showing action, 
faces and smiles. 

Supported by your donations, 
the Kansas Messenger is free 
to every Kansas Disciples 
household. Send your check 
payable to Christian Church in 
Kansas, memo Messenger, for 
$25, $50, $100 or more. Out of 
region, $20 per year.
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For someone who fancies 
himself as a wordsmith and 
who is far more comfortable 
crafting his thoughts on 
‘paper’ than verbalizing them 
extemporaneously--which explains 
why my sermons are always full 
manuscripts--I’ve had a dickens 
of a time writing this article. Why? 
Sharing difficult news is never 
easy.

In October and then early in 
December, I shared our dire 
financial situation with the 
congregations. It is proper, 
therefore, that I share the bottom 
line for 2015.

The good news is that the 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
finished the year with a balanced 
budget. Indeed, the camp ended 
with a positive balance of just over 
$1,000. 

If one looks for positives about 
the operating budget, the best 
that may be said is that 2015’s 
deficit exceeded the devastating 
deficit of 2010. Who says only 
politicians can have spin doctors? 
The truly positive news is that our 
beneficent predecessors put us 
in a financial position to weather 
a year like the last one. Thanks 
to Permanent Fund earnings that 
the Region has historically kept 
in reserve, we met every financial 
obligation we had. The bad news 

is how heavily we had to draw on 
those reserves. Without boring 
you with far too many details, 
the bottom line is that in order to 
meet expenses, it was necessary 
to transfer $92,000 more than 
budgeted from those accounts.

Why such a huge difference? 
Several factors were involved: 
lower than anticipated investment 
returns, lower than expected 
Disciple Mission Fund receipts, 
and a disappointing Christmas 
Offering – to name the Big Three. 
The Young Trust is our largest 
Permanent Fund contributor, but 
the Region’s share of its earnings 
dropped by nearly $68,000; DMF 
contributions lagged $65,500 
behind 2014, decreasing our 
share by almost $30,000; and only 
$14,000 came in for the Christmas 
Offering in December, bringing 
our total for last year to $32,177, 
$5,000 less than we’d hoped.

Yes, it was a difficult financial 

year – and not just for the Region. 
The wobbly economy has had a 
negative impact on families and 
congregations across the state. 
The volatile stock market and 
negative investment returns have 
affected us all. Yes, the future 
remains uncertain.

The good news is that we were 
proactive in addressing these 
concerns in 2010, recovering from 
the massive deficit in less than a 
year, and we are being proactive 
in addressing 2015’s concerns 
again. The better news is that 
we have the means to weather 
another shortfall, if need be, 
though certainly not indefinitely. 
The best news is that God is 
faithful, as we must be, and God 
remains in control.

Grace and peace,
Paxton

We’ve been asked whether 
the regional church still needs 
a printed newspaper, when so 
many congregations have gone 
to entirely electronic newsletters. 
I believe that we do, at least for 
now. 

While local congregations 
can maintain contact with their 
members in person, by visits and 
phone calls and direct ministries, 
that is not a reasonable option 
for the regional church. Not every 
household has a computer or an 
internet connection; not every 
member of the Christian Church in 
Kansas is able to use a computer, 
and some use a computer so 
many hours at work that for the 
sake of their eyes and their work-
life balance, they choose to be 
offline in their off hours. Even for 
those who are fully connected, 
a paper publication may be 

About Paper Publishing in the Internet Age
A message from your Editor

more easily read, shared with 
the household and with friends. 
For now, we want to continue 
paper publishing as long as it is 
financially feasible, in order to give 
you the choice. 

The Christian Church in Kansas 
has benefitted greatly from legacy 
gifts, received from those who 
cared about the ministries of the 
regional church in the past and 
want to see it continue. Such 
legacy gifts will help to undergird 
the ongoing work of this ministry. 
We continue to solicit the prayers 
of all our saints including our 
oldest ones, and it seems short-
sighted to lose direct touch with 
them when they may be no longer 
able to participate in regional 
ministries—and perhaps no longer 
able to use a computer like they 
once did. 

Submit items for the next  
Kansas Messenger by 

Friday, April 1

Email all submissions to 
messenger@kansasdisciples.org. 

All articles are edited for clarity, 
tone, and space. 

Photographs must be clearly 
focused, full size and in camera 

format; they will be edited as 
needed to fit our space.

Still, the time will come when 
we close the door on paper 
publications. I don’t know when 
that is. In your Communications 
Office (the South Central Satellite 
Office), we track electronic 
subscriptions, paper subscriptions, 
Facebook likes and other metrics. 
When our electronic reach 
surpasses our paper reach, it will 
be time to revisit the value of a 
printed newspaper. 

And when we put the Kansas 
Messenger to bed for the last time, 
we need to celebrate this ministry. 
In the early 1950s the Kansas 
Messenger was recognized 
as the oldest ‘state paper’ 
among Disciples, having begun 
publication in March 1897. More 
than 60 years later, we are still 
here, and we will complete 125 
years at the end of 2021. 

If you want to peruse old issues 
including the very first one from 
March 1897, bound volumes are 
in our office. Contact us!



Nurturing Your Spirit 
 by Danny Ginn

Stewardship Corner 
 by Jim McCollough
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So you tell yourself you’ve been 
at this Christianity thing for a long 
time. Maybe you’ve been a believer 
so long you can’t even remember 
a time when you didn’t believe. 
Whether you are brand new to the 
faith or a cradle Christian, here’s 
a question for you. Are you still a 
seeker? 

It’s a strange thing to consider, 
right? But—are you still a seeker?  

Maybe you’ve sought Christ for 
a certain moment in your life. And 
maybe God has shown his glory 
‘round about you. But soon the 
shiny glory fades. Maybe the hungry 
situation in your life changed, 
and before you know it, you stop 
seeking. 

Spiritually, finding Christ once won’t do. This is God we’re talking 
about here, and God is vast and wonderful and amazing and loving and 
dangerous! Spiritually, we cannot afford to stop our seeking. Seeking 
God is a daily pursuit for a disciple. It doesn’t matter if you’re a new 
follower or if you’ve been a disciple of Jesus for decades, seeking God 
is what we do. This seeking opens us up to a real relationship with God. 
God-relationship brings wholeness, which spreads through love into new 
relationships. 

So then, it doesn’t really matter how long you’ve been a disciple—are 
you still a seeker?

Is your church a generous 
church? Patrick Johnson, founder 
of Generous Church, has lifted up 
seven qualities of a truly generous 
congregation. Take a look and then 
ask yourself … better yet, join with 
other leaders in your congregation, 
and be honest! Is yours a generous 
congregation? Here are Johnson’s 
seven qualities:

# 1 –These churches are led by 
generous leaders. 

This has been true in the churches 
I have served over 40 years. And 
by leaders, Johnson is talking about 
the pastor AND elders, deacons, 
and other key lay leaders. Generous 
leaders generate a generous congregation. It’s that simple.

# 2 – Generous churches have a strong vision of why their church 
exists and communicate it effectively to their members. 

As Minister of Stewardship Education for the regional church, I always 
asked “What is your church known for in the community?” Can you 
answer that? If not, you’ve got some work to do.

# 3 – Generous churches have a strong external focus to make a 
difference in their community and the world, and they reflect that core 
value in their budget. 

That is to say, folks have a “surplus mentality,” and a mind for mission.
# 4 – Generous churches teach a holistic theology of stewardship, 

generosity, and the Kingdom. 
Does your church actually TEACH stewardship? Is your Stewardship 

ministry team doing all they can to help your members understand how 
God intends us to relate to what we’ve been given?

#5 – Generous churches provide discipleship environments for people 
to work out the art and science of stewardship and generosity. 

Where do Christians turn to work through the mechanical and 
psychological issues of money with a biblical worldview? Leaders of 
generous churches create relational environments for this to happen. 
Dave Ramsey’s well-known programs have been successful in many 
congregations, and there are many other like it to choose from.

# 6 – Generous churches develop an organizational culture that 
supports the priesthood of the believers. 

People give generously of their time, talent, and treasure when they 
feel God’s calling on their lives to make an impact in the community and 
world. 

# 7 – Generous churches steward the church finances effectively. 
Leaders make sure their members understand that they are prayerful in 
making use of the money given to the church.

Okay folks. Gather your team and take this test. How does your church 
stack up? Remember, God loves a generous giver!

Changes at the Messenger, Take Two—Unintended Consequences

and we urge you—and your congregations—to support this publication 
with your gifts when the donation envelope comes in the May issue. 
Of course, your support of this ministry and all CCK ministries are 
welcome at any time! Send your checks to CCK, 2914 SW MacVicar, 
Topeka, 6611 or use the “Give online now” button at our website www.
kansasdisciples.org. 

Other changes: Each congregation will receive the Kansas Messenger 
by email, formatted to print on standard copy paper, to use in any way 
that makes sense: distribute in lieu of mailed copies, post on bulletin 
boards, share with guests and new members, etc.

The Kansas Mini-Messenger is now emailed weekly, usually sent on 
the first business day of the week except holiday weeks. A one page 
printable version is attached, for easy sharing.

New posts at www.kansasdisciples.org are cross-posted on our 
Facebook page. 

Last issue we told you that cutting the Kansas 
Messenger to three issues annually was one way 
that your Regional Board would address budget 
challenges. 

Turns out, publishing three issues instead of 
four puts us in a different mailing category, with 
postage and fee changes that make the savings 
minimal—that is, not worth the cost of less 
contact with you, our readers. 

Therefore, we will continue to be in touch with 
you in February, May, August, and November, 

What you can do:
Go green! Subscribe online instead of on paper. If you choose email 

or web-reading instead of print, you’ll save paper, ink and postage, 
stretching regional ministry dollars and reducing the use of our planet’s 
resources. The greener choice is also faster; you’ll have your copy 
several days ahead of our newsprint subscribers. Email messenger@
kansasdisciples.org to make the change.

Keep your address and email address current. Send changes to 
messenger@kansasdisciples.org or call 316-775-1236. 

Give. Give directly at www.kansasdisciples.org or by designated gifts 
through your church. Disciples Mission Fund donations are shared with 
the wider church; 100% of Annual Fund donations remain in the region. 
Both are important. Gifts to the Kansas Messenger or other CCK 
ministries funds are used exclusively for those ministries. 

Even if you aren’t on Facebook or the internet, encourage your 
friends—especially church officers, group leaders, teachers, elders, 
deacons, etc.—who are on Facebook to “like” the region’s page 
“Christian Church in Kansas.” Please note that Facebook members 
need to also like our posts or comment on them occasionally, because 
Facebook only shows you what it thinks you want to see, based on your 
likes and comments. 

In addition to news from the regional and general church and reports 
of regional ministries, you’ll find links to articles that may challenge 
or encourage your leaders—articles intended to spur thought and 
discussion. This is NOT the same as the pages for various groups: 
Kansas Disciples Women, CCK Youth Ministers, and more. 

Selection Committee seeks new leaders
Nominations due May 2

The Selection Committee functions as a nominating committee, 
with the additional emphasis on nurturing and encouraging leader 
development by recruiting potential leaders to attend specific training or 
growth events. As stated in the CCK Bylaws, “The Selection Committee 
shall nominate persons who actively support the regional and general 
expressions of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The Selection 
Committee shall seek in its nominees a balance of clergy and laity, male 
and female, except as otherwise specified in the Constitution & Bylaws.”

Among other duties, the Selection Committee is responsible for 
providing nominees for the following positions, to be elected by the 
upcoming 2016 Regional Assembly. These positions include:

Moderator-Elect, who also chairs the Regional Assembly Planning 
Committee; 

First Vice Moderator, who also chairs the odd-year Regional 
Leadership Event; 

Second Vice Moderator, who chairs the Selection Committee; 

Continued on page 4



News from the Pews

Central Christian Church, Caldwell, celebrated Pastoral 
Appreciation month on Oct. 25 with a dinner followed by 
a balloon launch. With prayers written by members and 
attached to the balloons, prayers were sent upwards 
toward heaven. Most of the balloons had the church’s 
name and address on them with the hope that someone 
finding one will make contact with the church

Photo provided by Caldwell CC

CELEBRATION OF WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
1950-2015

Whereas Christian Women’s Fellowship was formed in Chanute First 
Christian in 1950 and has served this church faithfully for 65 years;

and whereas our polar star, represented by Worship, Study and 
Service, has guided us for 65 years with the help of a myriad of women 
and men who have supported us in spiritual, monetary and physical 
ways, to you we are grateful;

and whereas our active Study, Worship and Service group members 
grow smaller and our ages grow larger, we find ourselves with less 
energy and mobility;

and whereas we are pleased to see so many women continuing 
service, and the younger women growing into the service of the LORD 
in this church and are planning to meet together;

Therefore the Christian Women’s Fellowship/Disciples Women will 
cease meeting together but will continue serving as we are able, and 
do encourage the younger women of First Christian Church, who are 
planning to meet together, to carry on the legacy of study, worship and 
service on December 13, 2015. May God bless them in this service for 
James, the brother of Jesus, wrote in his letter to the Church, “Faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead.” ~James 2:17

In December, First Christian 
Church in Chanute recognized the 
end of a chapter in congregational 
life when their long-standing 
women’s group closed its ministry 
and passed the baton to a new 
group with this proclamation: 

Photo provided by Chanute FCC

Chanute FCC Disciples Women group says goodbye in 2015

Photo provided by Michael Stueven
Annually since 2008, First Christian Church 

in Augusta has recreated the bustling village 
of Bethlehem on their grounds, complete with 
a variety of shops and homes populated by 
church volunteers in historic dress. Visitors 
can mingle among the shops and the villagers 
before their guided tour to the living nativity. 
In the church social hall, visitors enjoy a hot 
meal and are greeted by Pastor Keith Cross. A 
souvenir photo of the occasion is mailed later 
as a Christmas greeting. Nearly 800 people 
visited Bethlehem in Augusta this year.

The Bald and the Beautiful!
Submitted by Muffin Overstreet

What is a church to do when the minister’s hair 
acts like fall foliage and starts dropping like leaves? 
SHAVE, of course. After worship on November 
8, members of Pine Valley Christian Church held 
a shaving party complete with cake, lemonade 
and teal-colored goodies to support Rev. Carolyn 
Schwarz as she continues her battle with cancer. 
Cheerleaders sang and told jokes while heads were 
shaved, and TV series/movies were renamed: The 
Bald and the Beautiful, Baldaby Jones, and Baldy 
and the Beast!

Throwing the wind to vanity and shaving heads 
is just one way Pine Valley participants support 
Carolyn. Church members wear teal-colored 
bracelets with supportive messages: Go, Carolyn, 
Go! and I Wear Teal 4 Carolyn. Borrowing the 
GLAD t-shirt design, PVCC members designed a 
teal-colored t-shirt with messages of hope, strength, 
healing, and love embedded in the chalice logo. 

Finding ways to support Carolyn and Ken – the 
spouse with the clippers and camera – has been 
fun and sparked imagination. With the theme, “we 
will love you through this,” who knows what PVCC 
will come up with next?

Photo provided by Muffin Overstreet
Top (left to right): Ken Schwarz, Cheryl Roy, Muffin Overstreet, 
Natalie Tos-Brightup, Carolyn Schwarz; Middle: Lorrie Beck, 
Julie Lane, Marty Typer; Floor: Jon Lane

Once a month special visitors 
come to a worship service at First 
Christian Church in Wellington, 
representing women who will be 
studied in the Disciples Women 
groups. Representing the November 
Bible Study, “The Women at the 
Tomb” are: Linda Buresh, Kathy 
Easterly, Alice Fox, Marcia Waugh 
and Alberta Atkerson.

Photo provided by Wellington CWF

First Christian Church in Ottawa 
ordained Ron Bryant as elder in 
a January 10 laying on of hands. 
The congregation’s pastor Craig 
Robertson is shown at center, 
back to camera, with his hand on 
Bryant’s head. 

Photo provided by Ottawa FCC

Missionary Visit - Cont.
Her church membership is 

University Church in Chicago, 
a congregation affiliated with 
both UCC and Disciples. Her 
parents found sanctuary there 
when fleeing persecution in their 
Guatemalan home. Gloria is 
married to Santos Par Vasquez a 
Maya; they have three children. 
We don’t know yet whether her 
family will be traveling with her. If 
so, housing and transportation will 
need to be pet-free and smoke-
free due to a child’s allergies. 

Selection Committee 
Cont.

Third Vice Moderator, who chairs 
the Recommendations/Time & 
Place Committee; 

General Board Member, 
Ecumenical Regional Board 

Members, one from the United 
Church of Christ and one from 
another church; 

Regional Representatives to 
General Assembly (approx. 14); 
and 

Regional Assembly Program 
Planning Committee Members.

We seek your suggestions for 
leaders willing and able to serve in 
these positions. Information will be 
sent to congregations and posted 
at www.kansasdisciples.org. To 
be considered, your nominations 
must be submitted to the Selection 
Committee in care of the Regional 
Church Office in Topeka by May 2. 
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Youth and Camp Ministries
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2016 Summer Camps
A week 

of summer 
church camp is 
the educational 
equivalent 
of a full year 
in Sunday 
School—and 

that’s for people who never miss a Sunday! 
It’s time to start registering for summer 

camp 2016. Registration forms are available 
for download on the website (two pages—
remember the health form!) and online 
registration will be available soon. Plan to 
attend one of 20 camp experiences available 
for all ages. 

Campers will learn how to show up, trust, 
forgive, stand up, seek justice, change and 
connect through their faith.

New this year are Adventure Camp for 
those who have completed grades 8-12 and 
Adult Conference for adults 30 and older. All 
camps are at Disciples Center at Tawakoni, 
near Augusta, unless otherwise stated.

Early-bird registration deadline is Saturday, 
April 30. Camp scholarship applications are 
due April 1. Scholarship forms can found at 
www.kansasdisciples.org/summer-camping-
programs

Camp fee includes lodging, meals, and 
program expense including a nurse. All 
campers receive a theme T-Shirt and water 

“Follow the Carpenter” Sunday in Dighton

On months containing fifth Sundays, 
First Christian Church in Dighton 
forgoes the traditional worship service 
in an effort to give back to their 
community. On these “Follow the 
Carpenter” Sundays they meet for 
a short casual worship service then 
head out in to the community for an 
afternoon of mission. 

Among the many projects 
already completed, the church 
has worked on windows, 
roofs, and porches for people 
in the community; yard work, 
painting fences and cleaning 
out garages; assembled 
appreciation bags for teachers, 
paraprofessionals, and school 
board members; and many 
more.

“There’s nothing better 
than feeling like we’re doing 
something, even if it is new and 
scary,” said Pastor Aerii Smith. 
“The energy and excitement 
that comes from each new 
project and each continued 
project lasts longer each time 
we participate in these events. 
The longer we’re open to 
mission and service, the more 
creative the ideas.”

Photo provided by Dighton FCC

Woodridge gives hope to village of  La Flor

As part of their mission, 
Woodridge Christian Church in 
Wichita has adopted the small 
village of La Flor, Nicaragua, 
through Just Hope, an organization 
based in Tulsa. Fourteen members 
will visit in February to help build 
a home, to learn more about the 
benefits of their previous projects, a 
microbank and bridge repairs, and 
to develop relationships with the 
people of the village.

Already the church has come 
together to help the people of La 
Flor in many different ways.

“We have sent them money for 
a bridge repair and $3,000 for a 
micro credit bank program that 
has been up and running for about 
eight months now,” said Pastor 
Bob Gleason. “We are collecting 
medicine, school supplies and 
other items to take to the village in 
February.”

Members have also raised 
$4,500 to help a family get a 
new home. Those traveling to La 
Flor will have the opportunity to 
work on the home and meet the 
family as well as spend time in 
their schools and meet the ladies 
who are benefiting from the micro 
credit banking program.

“We also joined the local group, 
‘Dress a Child,’ and have been 
sewing clothing for the kids of 
the village and will plan on taking 
about 75 new outfits with us in 
February,” Gleason said.

Photo Provided by Woodridge CC

KDM Creating Garden at Camp
Volunteers Needed         By: David Ports

To the east, outside the prayer room in the new chapel 
at Diciples Center at Tawakoni is a large open space 
bounded by trees on the north, prairie grass farther 
east, and a grass-covered rise on the south. Within this 
area, Kansas Disciples Men (KDM) have accepted the 
challenge to create a Meditation Garden. 

Plans are still developing, even while the first steps 
to prepare the area were done by men attending the 
fall retreat in September. Progress will continue as time 

and weather permit. Plans to date include a pergola, arbors, seating, 
walkways, rock garden and worship area which will be suitable for 
weddings. All areas will be accessible to those using wheelchairs and 
other mobility aids. 

The final design will be determined by the skills and resources available. 
If you are a carpenter, stone layer, or have plants or other supplies to 
contribute please contact David Ports at 620-431-1132 or davideports@
gmail.com. Gifts of money will be especially helpful. 

The next work sessions at camp will be March 10-12. Contact Vern 
Failor, vlfailor@gmail.com or Steve Martin, smartin@kansasdisciples.
org, to attend, and contact David Ports if your primary work interest is the 
garden. Because there is no cost for work sessions, we ask you to help us 
be good stewards of food by letting us know of your intent to attend.

                                Grade              Max.       Begin/End          Fees     After 
Event Title:           Date:                           Completed:       Enrol:         Time:               Early:   4/30:
CYF Conf. - Alpha          June  20-25 (Mon-Sat)             9-12                 60             1 pm - 10 am      $270       $310
CYF Conf. - Omega    July  11-16 (Mon-Sat)               9-12              60            1 pm - 10 am      $270      $310
Pre-High           July 18-23 (Mon-Sat)               8 Only           40            1 pm - 10 am     $270       $310
 

Chi Rho 1       June  13-18 (Mon-Sat)            6-7               65           1 pm - 10 am     $270      $310 
Chi Rho 2     July  25-30 (Mon-Sat)               6-7                40            1 pm - 10 am     $270       $310
Junior 1               June 6-10 (Mon-Fri)                  4-5                55            1 pm - 10 am      $245      $285
Junior 2         July 19-23 (Tues-Sat)               4-5                55            1 pm - 10 am      $245      $285
Primary 1        May 31-June 2 (Tues-Thurs)   2-3                 45            1 pm - 10 am      $180       $220
Primary 2      June 23-25 (Thurs—Sat)         2-3                 45            1 pm - 10 am      $180       $220
Discovery        June 1-2  (Wed-Thurs)  K-1               45           1 pm - 10 am     $  75      $  95

SPECIALTY CAMPS – Early–bird discount does not apply for the following:
Post-high Camp    May 27-29 (Fri-Sun)   18 + yrs        $45/ $65 after 5/10 
 (Completed high school  in 2015 or earlier)           Min. 15 by May 10
Grand Camp 1    June 2-4 (Thurs-Sat)   All Ages           $ 110/ Adult & $ 50/ Child
Grand Camp 2      July 7-9 (Thurs-Sat)                      Max. 60 each camp 
 (Grandparents and their grandchildren share camping experiences together!) 
Music Camp      June 26-July 2 (Sun-Sat)  Grades 5-10          $ 250 
(min. 15; max. 25)   Students will explore music & drama as an expression of faith. 
Equestrian Camp    June 26-July 2 (Sun-Sat)  Grades 4-7             $ 365 (max. 20)
Equestrian Camp 2    June 26-July 2 (Sun-Sat)  Grades 8-12             $ 365 (max. 20)
 Students transported to Wichita Riding Academy near Derby
KCYF Mission Week      June  12-18 (Sun-Sat)  Grades 8-12   @ Tawakoni           $ 290 (max. 32)
 Group will travel to destination and perform service work… details pending.
Adventure Camp (NEW)  July 18-23    Grades 8-12   in Colorado            $ 325 (min. 15)
Adult Conference (NEW) June 10-12 (Fri-Sun)               Adults aged 30+   @ Tawakoni           $ 125 (min. 20)
Camp Friendship    July 24-27 (Sun-Wed)              Selected by recruitment.                  $ 40
     (Older youth and college age serve as counselors for 4-5th grade children—Call Reg’l Office for details!)
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The Region ...
“Encountering God in Every Day”

2016 Regional Spirituality Retreat
Have you ever wondered,  

“Where is God?” 
The 2016 regional Spirituality 

Retreat will be Thursday, March 17 
through Saturday, March 19, at the 
Heartland Center for Spirituality, 
Great Bend. 

Laity and clergy will explore this 
question while discovering spiritual 
practices that facilitate encountering 
God in daily living.

Save the date for this 
life-enriching retreat.

Rev. Warren Lynn, retreat facilitator, 
is the Minister for Christian Vocations 
at Disciples Home Missions. 

Spiritual formation for religious 
leaders is a priority for him, and he is 
a Labyrinth Facilitator. Other interests 
include sea-kayaking, photography, 
and playing Native American flute. 

He and his wife Betsy have a 
son Philip, a Welsh Corgi, and a 
matriarchal cat.

Kansas Disciple Women’s Spirit Fest
Lavish Hospitality—All 

are Welcome is the theme for 
the 2016 Spirit Fests, a day of 
worship, education, friendship and 
mission encouragement for the 
women of Kansas. 

Team members from 
Woodhaven, a Disciples ministry 
offering disability services in 
Columbia, MO, will bring the 
keynote message about their 
work with challenged adults. 
Workshops will be presented on 
the JUST WOMEN Bible Study 
by Jauna Khan, McPherson; 
Prayer by Angela DeVore, Lyons; 
Hospitality by Judy Cooper and 
Carla Pearson, Galva; and the 
Woodhaven staff will present a 
workshop. 

Ordained and commissioned ministers are invited to attend the 2016 
Clergy Retreat “Relax, Refresh, Renew” beginning at 6 p.m. on  
Tuesday, April 26, through 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 28, at the 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni.

Come for rest & relaxation, to reconnect with colleagues in ministry, and 
to spend time with a dynamic theologian & pastor in an informal setting. 

Wednesday lunch is on your own, and an optional golf fellowship is 
available on Wednesday afternoon.

Registrations are due by April 6; register and pay online or download 
the form at kansasdisciples.org and mail with your payment.

The cost of $60 for the full event, or $45 if lodging elsewhere, is kept 
low by a leadership grant from Kansas Bible Chair. 

This year’s focus is preaching to post-modern 
people. Rev. Dr. Phil Snider, Senior Minister at 
Brentwood Christian Church, Springfield, MO, is the 
resource theologian.

He is an award-winning writer, speaker, pastor, and 
community organizer. Phil’s books include Toward 
a Hopeful Future, winner of the 2011 Mayflower 
Award for best book in church and society; The 
Hyphenateds; and Preaching After God: Derrida, 
Caputo, and the Language of Postmodern Homiletics.

Relax, Refresh, Renew
2016 Clergy Retreat

Transform: Don’t Conform! 
KDW 2016 Retreat Mid-Week, Oct. 5-7; Weekend, Oct. 7-9

Kansas women—your 2016 Retreat 
Committee is already hard at work to make 
your experience a wonderful one this fall. The 
retreat theme is “Transform: Don’t Conform!” 
Our speaker is storyteller, motivational speaker, 
and songwriter Heather Harlan. We are looking 
forward to what she is led to share with us!

Day 2 afternoon activities will be similar to 
2015, with lots of options. The book discussion 
will feature Inclusion: Making Room for Grace” 
by Eric Law.

Watch the website www.kansasdisciples.org 

Want to increase giving among 
the under-40 people? 

Make giving straight-
forward by putting a QR 
link in your worship bulletin, 
pointing to your online 
giving. This QR code points 
to the online giving at  
www.kansasdisciples.org. 

Check it out! 
Use your favorite search engine to 

find a QR code generator. Type in your 
desired web address to get a code that 
is unique to your address. 

Registration remains at $15 
which includes a light meal, 
snacks and all materials. Online 
registration and downloadable 
forms are at www.kansasdisciples.
org, along with schedule details.

Spirit Fest Dates and locations:
April 9: Scott City,  
            First Christian Church
April 10: Hutchinson,  
              Park Place CC
April 16: Manhattan,  
              First Christian Church 
April 17: Parsons,  
              First Christian Church 

Thank you to each of these 
groups for their willingness to 
welcome their sisters for a day of 
Lavish Hospitality. 

It’s Yearbook & Directory Time
The Yearbook & Directory of the Christian Church is a snapshot in 

time of our church, collectively—taking inventory of our ministries, 
resources, and overall health, providing information to one another 
and to the church at large for our mutual ministry. It is only complete if 
every congregation and ministry reports accurate information.

If your church has been estimating worship attendance, do the math 
and turn in a real count this year, or if you don’t have this information, 
begin now to gather the weekly information so that you can do this 
next year. If your church has been subtracting deaths and adding new 
people to the total and participating member categories, take time to 
do a real audit of these numbers. Do they represent real people? 

Each congregation which is listed is covered under our church-
wide 501(c)3 designation, and a copy of the completed Yearbook & 
Directory is provided to the IRS in lieu of each listed congregation 
filling out quarterly reports. If completeness drops, this ease of 
reporting is jeopardized. This one form—or quarterly IRS reports? 
That’s probably an easy choice!

Forms and instructions were mailed on January 4 and are due 
by March 30. The information may be provided on paper or online. 
Sooner is always better!

CYF Retreat
March 4-6

Disciples Center at Tawakoni
The Retreat is directed by KCYF 

Cabinet and features keynotes 
by Christian Watkins, Interim 
Associate Pastor in Connecticut 
and University of Kansas graduate.

Chi Rho Retreat
February 26-28

Disciples Center at Tawakoni
Rev. Mark Lyon, pastor at 

Haysville FCC and popular camp 
counselor, will bring the program 
with a focus on Youth Sharing 
their Faith!

Register online or download form and mail with payment to  
Topeka Regional Office (pg. 2). Watch our Facebook page and the 

Kansas Mini-Messenger for more information as it becomes available.

Youth Spring Retreats

Camp Work Days starts at 10 am on Thursday, 
March 10, and concludes after lunch on 
Saturday, March 12. Bring your bedding, bring 
your tools, and come out to help get the camp 
ready for the summer camping season.

Contact Vern Failor, vlfailor@gmail.com, or 
Steve Martin, smartin@kansasdisciples, if you 
can help. There is no charge! Help us be good 
stewards of groceries by letting us know you are 
coming!

May 19-21 are also Camp Work Days.

Camp Work Days

and the Mini-Messenger for registration information. Registration will be 
due by September 9 in order to have a guaranteed bunk assignment 
and no late fee. We hope to see you all there!
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... and Beyond

Sharon E. Watkins, General Minister and President, has announced 
that Sharon J. Coleman and John J. Goebel will serve as co-Vice 
Presidents beginning January 1, 2016. “John and Sharon are long-time, 
faithful employees of the Office of the General Minister and President 
(OGMP). They bring a wealth of business knowledge and experience. 
They are familiar with the church,” said Watkins.

Coleman and Goebel, along with other staff promotions will replace 
departing Associate General Minister and Vice President, Dr. Todd A. 
Adams. (see accompanying article)

Sharon Coleman is the longest tenured employee in the OGMP. She 
began as an administrative assistant through a temp agency in 1997, 
and filled a number of roles, now Vice President for Operations. Coleman 
will be General Assembly Team Lead and the point person for operating 
the Disciples Center. 

John Goebel, CPA, began as a staff accountant for Church Finance 
Council in 2000. Goebel joined OGMP during the 2007 Church Finance 
Council merger, creating OGMP Treasury Services. Todd Adams 
reflected, “John continually demonstrates passion for the church and 
pursuit of perfection.” 

“John has a stellar reputation across the life of the church ....His gift 
is taking complex financial statements and helping non-financial people 
understand their fiduciary duties,” said Watkins. 

The promotions are consistent with the office-wide succession plan. 
Approximately two years ago, Dr. Watkins called on her staff to create 
succession-planning documents, identifying key staff partnerships and 
the location of key documents. “Given the vast responsibilities of the 
office and the limited depth of staffing, I felt this was an important step to 
ensure we continued to serve the church in the event of an unexpected 
loss of staff,” stated Watkins. 

Coleman, Goebel named Co-Vice Presidents

After having served the needs of our older friends and family for more 
than 60 years, the Care Center at Kansas Christian Home in Newton 
needs to be updated. The Welcome to the Neighborhood capital 
campaign is raising money to begin the process of remodeling the 
nursing care area into neighborhoods with better socializing, dining, and 
bathing options for residents. Other campaign goals include adding a 
wing for Assisted Living and converting the Garden Path addition into a 
Memory Care unit. 

Current gifts and commitments to the campaign total nearly $500,000, 
one third of the $1.5 million campaign goal. Gifts have been received 
from 100% of our board members. A number of named gift opportunities 
are available, allowing donors to honor a loved one with their gift. 

The Home is prepared to receive gifts in several forms, including cash, 
pledges, transfer of securities, life insurance proceeds, and other means. 
In addition, Kansas tax credits are available that can make it possible to 
give a larger gift at a lower net cost to the donor. 

As part of the Welcome to the Neighborhood campaign, a donor 
is offering to match up to $250,000 in new bequests pledged to the 
campaign. The goal is to identify and receive bequest commitments 
from 25 new donors before March 30. For example, if a donor planned 
to make an estate gift designation of $10,000 to the campaign, the 
challenger will match it, essentially doubling the value of the gift. In 
addition, all new bequest donors will have reserved their place on the 
new Wall of Angels to be placed in the remodeled lobby. 

Jim Hamlett, President of the Pension Fund 
since 2004, has announced that he will retire 
on August 31. His service to the church totals 
more than 45 years, including 28 years at the 
Board of Church Extension. Hamlett is a Wichita 
native, having grown up in the Riverside Christian 
Church. He will be succeeded by the Reverend 
Dr. Todd A. Adams, currently our Associate 
General Minister and Vice-President. Adams 
joins the Pension Fund on March 1 as Senior 
Vice-President/President-elect, and will become 
President on September 1. 

During Hamlett’s tenure he has led the 
restructure of the various financial programs into 
separate trusts and directed the development of 
reserves to protect each program from market 

Changes at the Pension Fund

volatility, and more. Under his leadership Pension Fund weathered 
the market crash of 2008-09 with no reduction in pensions and no 
investment loss to any participant. In addition, he has overseen the 
growth of the Ministerial Relief and Assistance endowment by more than 

Chaplain (COL) William David Jenkins 
retired as Command Chaplain of the 
Kansas National Guard following a Change 
of Command Ceremony on November 
7, 2015, at the Museum of the Kansas 
National Guard.  Jenkins, pictured above 
with Major General Lee Tafanelli, had 
served as Command Chaplain since 
October 2012. The mandatory age for 
retirement from the Kansas ANG is 60, and 
the ceremony fell on David’s 60th birthday.

A former Disciple pastor, David is the 
bereavement coordinator for Grace 
Hospice in Topeka and the priest in charge 
of the Episcopal Church of the Covenant 
in Junction City. He currently serves on 
our Regional Board as an ecumenical 
representative.

Reverend Dr. Todd A. Adams

Jim Hamlett

Jenkins Retires Oakland Christian Church, Topeka, Closes
Desiring to “close with 

dignity and leave a legacy for 
others,” Oakland Christian 
Church held a Service of 
Remembrance, Celebration 
and Deconsecration on 
Sunday afternoon, January 
10th. Representatives from 
four neighboring churches as 
well as the Region and other 

local Disciple congregations participated in the service.
Established in the Oakland community abutting northeast Topeka in 

1902, the congregation served its community for over 100 years before 
time, age, and changing demographics took its toll. As they made the 
difficult decision to end its visible ministry, members of the congregation 
determined that its assets should be shared with seven local non-profits 
and Diciples Center at Tawakoni. Negotiations are underway to donate 
the building to the Topeka Rescue Mission so that it may expand its 
programs into the Oakland neighborhood.

KCH Capital Campaign
Welcome to the Neighborhood!

65%, to $41.7 million. 
About the Board’s decision to call Adams, 

Hamlett said, “I am delighted by the calling 
of Todd Adams. He brings considerable 
management and financial skills coupled 
with a strong commitment to ministry that will 
benefit Pension Fund and those it serves. 
I look forward to working with him in the 
coming months.”

The Reverend James P. Johnson, 
search committee chair, stated, “After a 
comprehensive nationwide search, and 
following the Executive Search protocols 
of the church, Todd Adams rose to the top 
of our list. Over the past eight years he has 
demonstrated the key executive leadership 
skills the Board was seeking in our next 
President, to continue the legacy of William 
Martin Smith, Lester Palmer, Art Hanna, and 
Jim Hamlett.”

As Associate General Minister and Vice-President, Adams has 
overseen the merger of Church Finance Council into the General 
Assembly, the creation of Treasury Services, and the consolidation of 
Christian Church Services. These efforts have reallocated over $500,000 
from administration to programmatic services. 

Since July 2014, Adams has served concurrently as the Interim 
President of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society in Nashville. He 
has eliminated a $400,000 operating deficit, sold the building, and begun 
construction on a new archive in Bethany, WV, working closely with a 
newly-constituted board of directors. 

2016 IRS Milage rate is:
$.54 for business miles; others are unchanged
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 Ordination Anniversaries 
30 years and more

Happy Anniversary!  
to the saints who celebrate 50, 60, 65, and more years together

January
Jack and Dorothy Burgess, Leavenworth FCC 70
Merlin and Nelva Grimes, Great Bend FCC 60
Leonard and Sue Williams, Salina Belmont CC 50

February
Carroll and Lourine Kerley, Clearwater FCC 70

March
Larry and Lanora Bradt, Clearwater FCC 50
Joe and Susan Nepote, Pittsburg FCC 50

April
Charles and Edna Kellogg, Pittsburg FCC 72

In Memoriam

The Reverend Dr. Harold R. Watkins, 87, died on December 2 in 
Indianapolis, leaving behind his wife of 65 years, Evelyn, two children, 
and a large extended family. Hal also left behind a distinguished legacy 
of ministry in local congregations, higher education, Board of Church 
Extension, and Christian Church Foundation. 

Read more about his legacy at www.disciplescef.org/honoring-the-
legacy-of-dr-harold-r-watkins/ and his full obituary at  
www.disciplescef.org/rev-dr-harold-r-watkins-obituary/ 

Retired Disciples minister Ron Dow, age 71, died December 4. His 
funeral service was held at Riverside Christian Church where he was 
a member. Dow was chaplain at the El Dorado Correctional Facility for 
many years, and was interim minister for several Kansas churches in 
retirement. 

Disciples pastor Carl Heien, 79, died December 7, in Centerville, Iowa 
where he lived with his wife Sharon. In addition to pastorates in Colorado 
and Iowa, Heien was pastor at the Disciples congregations in Burlington, 
Haysville and Fredonia, Kansas. Chanute pastor Tom Eastman officiated 
at his funeral service.

Retired pastor James Larson of Seattle died January 10. In Kansas 
he had served at Paola, Atwood, and in retirement at Martinson Avenue 
CC in Wichita as Associate Minister of Evangelism and Church Growth. 
Son David Larson lives in Wichita; two sons and a daughter live in other 
states.

Retired minister Orel Newbrey, 94, died January 10. In Kansas he 
served in Phillipsburg and Great Bend, and in Wichita he served at 
Broadway Christian Church then was founding pastor of Faith Christian 
Church.

Jack Smith    12 March 1960  56 years
Rollin Hole    19 February 1961  55 years
Oscar Moline    23 April 1961   55 years
Ron Sloan    21 March 1965  51 years
Ross Kirk    25 April 1965   51 years

Leigh Earley    30 March 1969  47 years
Lynn Dickson    29 April 1973   43 years

Ken Finley    05 March 1978   38 years
Steve Bridwell   18 March 1979  37 years
Mike McVay    21 February 1982  34 years
Bob Robison     March 1982   34 years
Rhonda Almond   03 March 1985  31 years

In Transition
Hillside Christian Church in Wichita has called Samuel Paunetto as the 

new Associate Minister for Faith Development. “Sammy,” as he is known, 
comes from Puerto Rico.

Paul Elliott, formerly pastor of First Christian Church in Erie, has been 
called as the interim pastor of First Christian Church in Parsons.

Jim Bell has closed his interim ministry at Eureka Christian and 
Congregational Church, and Howard Bever has taken up the reins for this 
interim period. 

Bob Colerick, minister of First Christian Church in Emporia, retired at 
the end of December. The congregation has called David Webb as their 
interim minister.

New Hope Christian Church in Wichita has called Denny Bell as their 
acting minister. She began this ministry in mid-January, after 11 years as 
Chaplain at Kansas Christian Home in Newton.

On December 31, Larry Haney completed his interim ministry at First 
Christian Church in Independence.

Ken Powell completed his ministry at Oakland Christian Church in 
Topeka when the congregation closed on January 10. See story on 
page 7. 

MOVING? 
Notify us of your new address!  

Call 785-266-2914 or email messenger@kansasdisciples.org.  
Returned issues cost $0.57, an unfortunate use of your 

mission dollars.

Remember us in Your Will:
Christian Church in Kansas

Disciples Center at Tawakoni

This funny-looking square, a QR code, is 
a website link that works with your smart 
phone. Download a QR reader to your 
phone, point it at this square, and you’ll be 
at the Kansas Messenger page without 
having to type the address.

Happy Birthday!
to the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond

January
Edna Hall, Dighton FCC 104
Curtis Rhoades, Emporia FCC 97
Forrest Schneider, Dighton FCC 95
Mildred Stone, Topeka FCC 90
Saralee Bentley, Dighton FCC 90
Morris K. Imthurn, Topeka FCC 90
Marilyn Pryor, Fredonia FCC 80
Shirley Kingrey, Baxter Springs FCC 80
JoAnn Hagans, Dighton FCC 80

February
Marie Wilson, New Hope CC, Wichita 95
Frances Barton, Arkansas City Central CC  80

March
Ralph Baldwin, Erie FCC 95
Robert Langston, Topeka West Side CC  90

April
Nima McKee, Clearwater FCC 80
Donnis Land, Kingman CC 80


