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Luke 2:25-32 tells about Simeon, 
a righteous man who was told by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not die until 
he saw Israel’s Messiah. When Jesus 
was eight days old his parents brought 
him to the temple to be circumcised. 
Simeon was there. He took Jesus 
into his arms and praised God for the 
Messiah who had finally come. Guided 
by the Holy Spirit, Simeon knew that 
the great hope for the world had been 
born. No matter what else intrudes, 

Jesus’s birth is God’s promise that God will make all things 
right. 

The Christmas Special Offering benefits your region, the 
Christian Church in Kansas, where our primary mission 
is to Raise Up Christian Leaders for Today and Tomorrow. 
Your regional church works to call and equip people for 
leadership, to strengthen congregations for faithful ministry 
by representing the ministries of the church worldwide, to 
call Disciples to see and to respond to a world beyond our 
buildings but not beyond our reach, and more.  

Continued on Page 2

Christmas Special Offering Benefits Your Regional Ministries
Received in most congregations December 11 & 18

Joint Regional Assembly 2016

What a weekend!

We studied, we ate, we worshipped, 
we celebrated, we conducted the ministry 
business of our two regions, and we did it 
together!

The Christian Church in Kansas joined with 
the Christian Church in Nebraska, meeting 
in Salina, for a challenging and inspiring 
weekend of preaching, celebration, and 
shared ministry. Why together, you might ask? 
Because our two regions are in conversation 
about ways to partner for greater efficiency, so 
that our resources will go farther and do more 
in mission. 

Friday morning before the Assembly 
opened, the KS/NE Partnership Team made 
a presentation to the boards of both regions, 

presenting the data about the ongoing decline 
in participation—widely recognized in 
churches of every kind—that affects Disciples 
churches also. 

Their presentation also included information 
about the difference between adaptive change 
and technical change: technical change can 
be resolved by the structures and practices 
already in place; adaptive change can only 
be addressed through changes in beliefs, 
habits, loyalties, priorities. The difference has 
sometimes been compared to dealing with 
heart disease. Technical change is bypass 
surgery: it may be painful and risky, but at 
its core it is still just plumbing. Afterward, a 
person can resume where he or she left off. 
Adaptive change is the ongoing, daily lifestyle 
change that is needed to achieve better health. 

The presentation asked for the attention of 
the two boards, but not for a vote at this time. 
Instead, board members were asked to listen, 
to discuss, and to pray and think about the 
possibilities. In early 2017, the boards will be 
asked about their interest in continuing the 
partnership conversations with an eye toward 
greater partnership and perhaps, eventually 
creating one region where now, there are two. 

Gala raises over $24,500 for camp pool
The annual camp Gala and Auction, 

October 29, raised more than $24,500 
for much needed renovation of our pool 
and bathhouse. 160 people came out to 
Disciples Center at Tawakoni to enjoy the 
day and support the camp.  

Walter Colvin of Riverside Christian 
Church in Wichita offered an entertaining 
piano concert in the chapel before dinner. 
Chef Martin Peck of Wellington and his 
crew prepared a dinner of beef and pork 
tenderloin, sweet potatoes, green beans, 
breaded chicken, buttered potatoes, 
homemade bread, and salad.  Youth 
campers from several Kansas congregations 
volunteered as table hoppers. 

Auctioneer Terry Hughes of Wellington 
was entertaining as he drew out the bids. 
Items ranged from handmade arts and 
crafts and various baked goods to trips, 
wine and jewelry sets. 

The pool is a central part of the 17 camps 
and retreats offered each summer. If you 
have been to a summer camp, you already 
know that when it is 90 to 105 degrees 
outside and everyone is getting cranky, 
pool time refreshes the whole group. Read 
more about the pool renovation project on 
page 5.

“I am so glad we are updating the pool,” 
said one. “The rest of this camp is so first 
class that we need a pool to match.” 

Camp fees vary from $63 to $382, 
depending on the length and program, and 
that’s after the Kansas Bible Chair subsidizes 
some of the costs. 

The 2017 summer camp schedule is 
posted at www.kansasdisciples.org. 



“What’s next?” “What are you going to do 
after you retire?” However it’s phrased, this is the 
common refrain in almost every conversation I 
have these days. My half-joking answer is usually 
“I intend to hide for the next six months,” which is 
true as far as any regional activities are concerned. 
While we’ll be staying in Topeka—where we 
own a home, Janie remains employed, and we’re 
only 30 minutes away from our children and 
granddaughter—the truth is that I don’t know 
what I’ll be doing after December 31. 

I do know what I won’t be doing—and that’s 
being visible to regional church folks except at my 
home congregation. 

Closing a Pastoral Ministry, an excellent resource 
available thru the General Commission on Ministry 
website, contains a Covenant of Closure which I 
fully intend to implement. Basically, it says that I 
will separate myself from all responsibilities in the 
region during the transitional period that follows 
my retirement, whatever its duration; practically 
speaking, it means I won’t perform any pastoral 
functions in any Disciple setting in the foreseeable 
future, at least not in Kansas, so please respect 
our friendship enough not to ask me. Nor will I 

voice my perspective on anything related to the 
ministry that follows mine in the region, not even 
“just between us;” that’s called gossip, and it’s 
never helpful to the Body of Christ. 

The Covenant closes with a section that I 
would have put first: “I reaffirm my vows as an 
ordained minister. Relying on the grace of God, I 
also reaffirm my commitment to the ‘Ministerial 
Code of Ethics’ of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).” I do so now, willingly and gladly.

I would be remiss in this, my last, Messenger 
column if I did not thank you profusely, from the 
depths of my heart, for the humbling honor it 
has been to serve as the Regional Minister and 
President of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Kansas.  It has been all that I could have 
imagined, and more—most days—and the 
pinnacle of my 41+ years in Christian ministry. 
Thank you … thank you!

I ask only one last favor as I go. In my very first 
column in the Messenger, I said “God is calling us 
… to a future fraught with possibilities!” and I 
asked you to do three things—which I ask you 
now to continue doing fervently:

1.  Pray—for your regional staff, for your 
mutual ministry, and for each other.

2.  Participate—in district, regional and 
general events; in church camp; and in the 
educational opportunities designed with you in 
mind.

3.  Persevere—in being patient, in 
supporting the Disciples, and in remaining 
faithful.

The church—including this expression of the 
church we call a region—is only as strong as we 
make it together. Together go forth with joy to 
serve the Lord!

Grace and peace,
Pax
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Read the Kansas Messenger in color at  
www.kansasdisciples.org under the news tab.  

Send subscription changes and news to 
messenger@kansasdisciples.org. All submissions are 
edited for clarity, tone, and space. Send photographs 
in camera format, unaltered. The best photographs 

are in focus, showing action, faces and smiles. 
Supported by your donations, the Kansas 

Messenger is free to every Kansas Disciples 
household. Give online or send your check payable to 
Christian Church in Kansas, memo Messenger, for $25, 
$50, $100 or more. Out of region, $20 per year.
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Want to increase giving among 
people under 40? 

Make giving straightforward by putting a QR link in your worship bulletin, 
pointing to your online giving. This QR code points to the online giving at  
www.kansasdisciples.org. 

Check it out! 
Use your favorite search engine to find a QR code generator. Type in your desired web address to get a 

code that is unique to your address. 

Your Regional Staff

Christmas Special Offering - Continued
Continued from page 1

As congregations within this region, we too 
can hope that like Simeon, through the Holy 
Spirit we can see salvation and reflect God’s 
light of revelation to all people. As Disciples 
of Christ, we can Believe Again that God is 
actively promising us a deeper hope for our 
congregations and regions, working together 
in covenant with each other. 

When you donate to the Christmas Special 

Offering you help make these ministries 
happen. 100% of the offering remains in 
Kansas to support programs like church 
camp, retreats and workshops, and provide 
support to congregations seeking new pastors. 
Your generosity makes a difference; give in 
accordance with the value that the ministries 
of the Christian Church in Kansas add to your 
life and to your congregation. 

Thank you. 

Last spring your Regional Board appointed 
a Restructure Team to consider exactly this 
question, with their scope to include both staffing 
needs and updates to the Region’s governance 
documents. The Team presented their first report 
this month. 

The proposal, approved by your Regional Board, 
is that the Christian Church in Kansas adopt a 3 - 5 
year transitional plan with a collaborative, non-
hierarchical working model for our Executive Staff. 
This is temporary, as we adjust to having three 
Executive Staff instead of four, and because our 
ongoing partnership with the Nebraska Region 
will change in response to the KS/NE Partnership 
Team’s call (see article, page 1) for our two regions 
to move toward becoming one region. 

In this transitional period, Steve Martin, Ken 
Marston, and Renee Bridwell will continue to 
serve, and all will be called Regional Minister. They 
will be mutually accountable. CCK is fortunate 
to have regional staff who have good internal 
communication and strong working friendships; 
they are committed to deepening those ties.

In conjunction with the Restructure Team, 
Steve, Ken, and Renee worked out an initial 
division of the duties that had been carried by 
the Regional Minister, sharing those according to 
several factors including geography, connections 
and networks, and the alignment of those duties 
with current responsibilities. Further adjustments 
will be made as circumstances change.

In order to cover new responsibilities, our 
continuing regional staff expect to rely more on 
CCK’s excellent support staff. During 2017, support 
staff in the South Central satellite office will be 
increased to 40 hours per week and her title 
changed to Communications Specialist, to reflect 
the focus of her work. In addition, the Restructure 
Team recommends creating the position of Camp 
Manager with duties to include marketing, 
calendar management, staff and volunteer 
coordination, and more. 

While more permanent changes to the Region’s 
Constitution and Bylaws are considered, the 
Restructure Team’s immediate recommendations 
include suspending the requirement for Executive 
Committee meetings and suspending language 
that assumes a hierarchical staff structure. The 
Team also recommended salary changes to 
reflect new responsibilities; these were adopted 
in the 2017 budget. Finally, the Restructure 
Team recommends that they themselves take 
on the role of a transitional Regional Relations 
Committee, working with staff and other 
interested parties to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the new model and to recommend further 
changes as needed. 

What’s Next?
      After Paxton retires, that is ...

Submit items for the next Kansas Messenger by 
Tuesday, January 3

Email all submissions to messenger@kansasdisciples.org.  All articles are edited for clarity, tone, and space. Photographs 
must be clearly focused, full size and in camera format; they will be edited as needed to fit our space.
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Nurturing Your Spirit 
By Ken Marston, Associate Regional Minister

If I were to ask you, “what is the best way to nurture your spirit?”, you might quickly answer 
spending time with God in prayer. Or you might point to dynamic worship experiences, or singing 
the great hymns of the faith or the contemporary songs of praise, or spending time reading 
scripture. These practices are good things that do indeed nurture our spirits. However, if you want 
to have the biggest impact on your spirit, I would recommend the practice of making a conscious 
choice to love others you meet every day.

Now what I am talking about is not having warm fuzzy feelings towards others. Choosing to love 
others is more than having good feelings for others. Jesus teaches us in the Gospel of John that we 
are to love others as God loves us. That is to love and care, support and forgive others simply because 
you recognize they are as precious and beloved child of God as you are. In I Corinthians 13, the 
Apostle Paul describes love as patient and kind, not envious or rude. Love does not insist on its own 
way but seeks what is good for others. In other words, love is about acting to nurture life in others 
and even in all of creation. More than anything else, this is the catalyst that spurs spiritual growth. 
Try it and see what happens in your life.

Continued Highlights from
Kansas-Nebraska Joint Regional Assembly

RA Resolution No. 1620
Living Together as One People

Editor’s note: Resolution 1620 was amended at the Regional 
Assembly just completed. Because of the change in wording, we offer 
the final version here. Information about the training will be shared as 
soon as it is available.  

LIVING TOGETHER AS ONE PEOPLE       No. 1620

Whereas, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United 
States and Canada “has persistently pursued ways to address the sin 
of racism through resolutions and direct action in our congregations, 
Regions, General Ministries and Recognized Ministry partnerships,” 
beginning with Resolution 29 of the International Convention 
of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in 1968 1 and the sin of 
violence in the following year and the years thereafter, especially 
against minorities 2; and

Whereas, as recently as the 2015 General Assembly in Columbus, 
OH, the Disciples of Christ again passed resolutions condemning 
racism and gun violence 3 and affirming that Black Lives Matter 4; 
and

Whereas, indeed, as Christians we affirm that each human life 
counts as it is created in God’s image regardless of race, gender, 
orientation, faith or any other factor, yet discrimination, hatred 
and violence continue openly and unabated, often in the guise of 
‘religion’; and

Whereas, despite all of this, the Kansas Region has neither 
publicly addressed the sins of systemic racism and violence nor 
promoted or provided pro-reconciliation/anti-racism training to its 
clergy and its congregations;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Regional Assembly of the 
Christian Church in Kansas (Disciples of Christ), meeting jointly with 
the Christian Church in Nebraska on November 11-12, 2016, in 
Salina, Kansas, condemns both racism and violence; and

Be it further resolved that for the next two years the Kansas 
Region will emphasize and provide training in anti-racism and in 
reconciliation among all peoples.  

[ List of signers omitted for space. ]

1 History of the Reconciliation Ministry, http://reconciliationministry.org/
who-we-are/history-of-reconciliation-ministry/. 

2 Year Book & Directory 2016 of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Guide to General Assembly Actions Past and Present – by Subject, pgs., 
578-579.

3 GA 1539, Charleston and Beyond: Terror, Intimidation and the Burning of 
Black Churches; and GA 1521, Substitute Resolution from the General Board 
on Gun Violence, respectively.

4 GA 1518, Black Lives Matter: A Movement for All.

Regional Minister, Paxton Jones [left], retires 
December 2016. He was honored with a replica 
of the plaque that will be placed in the coming 
adult-friendly cabin at Tawakoni to be called 
Jones Lodge. Paxton is pictured with his family 
[bottom left].

[Left] General Minister and President 
Sharon Watkins

[Left]: Salina Belmont Blvd. CC pastor 
Tara Tompson hosted assembly preacher 
Pam McGrath.

KS & NE Disciples Women co-
sponsored a 5K Fun Run/Walk 
to raise money to aid victims 
of human trafficking [Left 
& Right]. 81 runners and 18 
volunteers tool part.

Thank you from Child Saving Institute: 
On behalf of the kids at CSI, thank you very 
much for the gift of fleece blankets and 
handmade birthday cards ... Blessings to all 
this Holiday season.                   ~Cathy Tibbels
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News From the Pews
SMCC Family VBS

Shelton Memorial Christian Church in 
Ulysses hosts Vacation Bible School in family 
style, involving parents as well as children. 

The 2016 SCUBA theme took families under 
the sea to discover the benefits of believing, 
obeying and trusting God. Each evening 
session began with a family meal, then moved 
into songs, games, crafts and Bible lessons. 
Families were together for the evening, 
rather than going their separate ways as is so 
common for church activities. Dads did crafts 
with their kids, siblings helped each other win 
a game, and moms danced the moves of the 
Energizers. The week ended with a celebration 
at the bowling alley! The offering, over $324, 
supported Tigers in Action, a local organization 
that serves children in need in the Ulysses 
schools.

Photo provided by SMCC

Ron Cobb Publishes 4th Book
Ron Cobb, Clinical Director of Hope Help 

Health in Holton and pastor of First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Horton, has 
published his fourth book, “Fun and Laughter 
in Recovery; Otherwise, Why Recover?” The 
book encourages readers to make a daily 
decision, regardless of present circumstances, 

to enjoy life, to laugh, and to have healthy 
fun. It is composed of short stories, each with 
a teaching point about recovery from physical 
illness, pain, trauma, mental health disorders, 
or substance abuse. The book is available at the 
Holton, Horton, and Topeka Public Libraries, 
and may be purchased at Amazon.com.

Baxter Springs Seniors Visit Branson

“’Let my people go!’ This phrase came alive 
as we watched the Red Sea parting happen 
all around us at Branson’s Sight and Sound 

Theater. What an inspiring performance! The 
technology, the music, the live animals that do 
exactly what they are supposed to do—all are 
amazing.”

That’s the report from sixteen senior 
members of First Christian Church in Baxter 
Springs who made the trip to Branson, with 
pastor Cody Graves as driver. The group had 
lunch at Lambert’s, home of Throwed Rolls, 
and discovered that one of their number, 
Donna Maurer, is a candidate for catcher if their 
congregation ever forms a baseball team.

Photo provided by Baxter Springs FCC

Wichita Church Embraces Community with 
Red Balloon Services

After the away teams left and after an 
abbreviated worship service, dozens more folks 
worked in Fellowship Hall:

o   sorting food for the Food Bank;
o   knitting winter caps for the homeless;
o   making adult bibs for the elderly;
o   packing back to school boxes for Riverside  

          Magnet School;
o   making greeting cards for homebound
o   packing CWS school kits into 100 bags 

sewn by member Helen Schwinn, and 
packed the bags for shipment to Church 
World Service. Riverside Disciples Women 
donated the supplies and Riverside 
Disciples Men paid the shipping costs.

Later in the week, two teams served lunch 
at a Filling the Gap site and another team 
went to the Food Bank to pack food for rural 
pantry sites. More than 100 RCC members 
were deployed on missions during Red Balloon 
Week.

The church celebrated with a pool party 
Saturday night, pitch-in breakfast before 
church, and balloon sighting reports during 
worship.

Photos provided by JT Manuszak, Riverside CC, Wichita

It started with Pentecost Us Out, God, a 
prayer poem by Cricket Harrison. The poem 
calls for us to let our prayer out, like a “red 
balloon gospel” floating into the world. 
That line sparked Associate Minister Allison 
Longman’s imagination and it was game on! 
The poem was shared on Pentecost Sunday, 
and inspired service beyond the walls of 
Riverside Christian Church. 

Red Balloon Week was August 7-14. On the 
first Sunday, several teams shared an early 
communion then deployed, red balloons in 
hand, to: 

o   clean yards for neighborhood residents;
o   clean the grounds of nearby Riverside  

          Magnet School;  
o   put coins in the laundry machines at a  

          nearby laundromat;  
o   share worship with residents of the  

          Kansas Christian Home in Newton;
o   do meal preparations at Lord’s Diner.

At each location, the team left a red balloon 
and a copy of Harrison’s poem.

In September the Ruth Group, Disciples Women of First Christian Church in Baxter Springs, 
held a dedication service for the 52 school kits that their group prepared. Through the 
partnerships of Church World Service, School kits are shipped all over the world to areas where 
children lack the basic necessities for school. 

Ruth Group members shown above are Connie Tyree, Mary Jones, Mary Lou Weaver, Karen 
Karsten, Gayla Rydberg, and Althea Clouse. Members not shown include Connie Tyree, Mary 
Jones, Mary Lou Weaver, Karen Karsten, Gayla Rydberg, and Althea Clouse.

Handbells, Communionware, More for Sale
New Hope Christian Church in Wichita—

formerly Broadway CC—has taken inventory. 
A number of excess items are for sale, including 
the following:

o   3-octave set of Schulmerich handbells 
with cases; asking $2500

o   Free-standing Advent Candle holder, 
slanted, brass finish; best offer. 

o    More than 25 gold-tone aluminum 
communion cup trays; best offer for any 
number of trays. 

o   6 bread trays with covers
o   Crystal wedding snack sets
 o  Free Worship and Wonder resources 
o   approx. 50 glass communion cups; best 

offer for any quantity. 
o   wooden offering trays in different styles.
Please call 316-371-6002 on Mondays or 

Tuesdays, 10 a.m. – noon to talk with Don 
Yeley for more information on any of these 
items, and make an offer.

“Due to health concerns, July 31st will be my last Sunday as church organist. For me, 
this is an end of an era, as this completes almost 60 years happily providing music for 
the First Christian Church in Erie.  God go with this church and bless you.”  
       ~~Laura Watkins

That was the resignation letter she submitted to First Christian Church in Erie this summer. 
What it doesn’t say is that she succeeded her mother as organist, and her mother held that role 
for 40 years. Between them, these women accompanied church worship at Erie for a century. 

Laura Watkins died on September 11 and her memorial service was held October 30. Her 
daughter-in-law Di Watkins recently served as Moderator of the Christian Church in Kansas, and 
son Mark is frequently seen photographing regional church events. 

On Sunday, November 6, North Heights 
Christian Church, Wichita, held a mortgage 
burning Ceremony.  Rev. Warrick Graves, 
Fellowship Christian Church, Kansas City, Kan., 
was the keynote speaker at the celebration.  
The ceremony was followed by a cake and 
punch reception.
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So what’s the big deal with the pool?

A strong summer church camp program is 
important. Our youth consistently testify that 
church camp is vital to their faith and spiritual 
formation, and many of our adults share that 
witness, that camp was a key element in their 
Christian growth. 

To have a strong camp program we need an 
effective facility. It doesn’t have to be fancy 
but it must meet the needs of a wide range of 
campers and adults.

We are fortunate to have found Tawakoni 
over a decade ago, and to have been graced 
with the resources to develop it. Your Camp 
and Conference Committee always looks ahead 
to both development and maintenance needs. 

Currently, three needs have our attention: 
replacing the caretaker’s house; building an 
adult-friendly lodge; and renovating the pool, 
including a new shower house.

It is easy to understand the first two items, 
but the pool? The current pool looks pretty 
good, at least when it’s full of water. It can’t be 
too bad, right?  

Let me give you the scoop. The pool, which 
we think was built in the early ‘60’s, has seen 
better days. If you remember the  “cement 
pond” on the Beverly Hillbillies show, we have 
one. The gutter system doesn’t work, there is 
only one functional skimmer, filters are only 
pulling water from the central drain (aside 
from that one skimmer), the plumbing for 
return water is now PVC pipe clamped to the 
pool walls, and the decking is so broken and 
uneven that it is a hazard. The shower house is 
similar. It’s not usable; it needs to be replaced.

The Camp and Conference Committee has a 
plan: building a new pool inside the old pool, 
using what we can from the old pool, including  
pump and filters, to have a pool more fit for our 
purposes. The final plan is nearing completion.

Why now? 

If you have been to a summer camp, you 
already know. When it is 90 to 105 degrees 
outside and everyone is cranky, pool time 
refreshes the whole group. It rejuvenates camp 
on those inevitable hot summer days.

Even more: 

Let me tell you about a spiritual experience 
I witnessed at CYF Omega Conference. CYF 
Conference has profound moments, in part 
because a number of campers are high school 
seniors, in their last week as a camper. Many 
have been coming to camp for years, and 
this is the last one. On Friday, the last night 
of camp, we had the traditional night swim: 
music, snacks, and fun in the pool. The night 
was winding down and Director Nick Sisson, DJ 
for the evening, announced the last two songs: 
500 Miles, and Istanbul (not Constantinople). 
Those “energizers” are dance songs to get their 
energy level up. On this night the energizers 
created a magical moment with everyone, in 

the pool and on deck, singing and dancing and 
truly making a joyful noise to the Lord.

For me at least, it was spectacularly special, 
watching seniors lead the campers one last 
time; watching what is best about our young 
people; feeling the sheer joy of the moment. 
And it all happened in our pool. I’m not saying 
that a swimming pool is critically necessary for 
a spiritual experience, but there is something 
about water and the Holy Spirit that goes hand 
in glove. That might even be scriptural.

It would be a shame to let our pool 
deteriorate to the point that we can’t use it in 
summer camp. We are not at that point, but it 
is close. I encourage your financial support of 
the pool and other projects for the continued 
good of this sacred place.

Kelly Gindlesberger
Chair of the Camp and Conference Ministry
Christian Church in Kansas (DoC)

KCYF Spring Retreat
KCYF Spring Retreat opens at 7 p.m. on 

Friday, March 3, and continues through Sunday 
morning, March 5, at the Disciples Center at 
Tawakoni. 

The retreat is directed by KCYF Cabinet and 
features keynotes by Michael Davison, an 

ordained minister serving 
as Associate Regional 
Minister in Oklahoma.  

A graduate of Texas 
Christian University and 
Brite Divinity School, 
Michael is a long-time 
advocate for youth in the 

church. He is married to Dr. Lisa Davison, 
Hebrew Bible professor at Phillips Theological 
Seminary in Tulsa, who has served as Chaplain 
and keynoter for CYF Alpha conference in 2015 
and 2016.  

Registration fee is $80 -- and you can save 
$15 by signing up and paying before Tuesday, 
February 21. Register and pay online at www.
kansasdisciples.org after Cenember 1 or 
download and mail registration form with 
payment to Topeka Regional Office.

Bring: sleeping bag, towels, and personal 
items, along with your offering and your open 
heart!

Arkansas City Church 
Leads with Amnesty 
International

In Arkalalah, the annual Arkansas City 
community festival, Central Christian Church 
entered a float titled “Shine a Light on Human 
Rights,” bringing a message in support of 
human rights and against torture. 

Church member Heather Hull designed the 
float with the support of the congregation, 
as part of the church’s support of the goals of 
Amnesty International. The float won in its 
category in both parades. 

Hull led the church to establish a chapter of 
Amnesty International. Church members have 
written hundreds of letters to the president of 
Azerbaijan, a former Soviet republic, seeking 
release of four Azerbaijani college students 
who have been imprisoned in their country and 
tortured for their beliefs. 

Amnesty International currently has 75 
chapters in the United States and more than 70 
million members in 150 countries.

Chi Rho Spring Retreat
Chi Rho Spring Retreat opens at 7 p.m. on 

Friday, February 24, and continues through 
Sunday morning, February 26, at the Disciples 
Center at Tawakoni. 

The retreat features 
keynotes by Sue Bishop, an 
ordained minister serving as 
Associate Pastor at Great Bend 
First Christian Church.  

The theme this year is 
“In Whose Image”.  Participants will be asked 
to submit a Selfie prior to retreat.  See more 
details in future publications.

Registration fee is $80 -- and you can save 
$15 by signing up and paying before Friday, 
February 10. Register and pay online after 
December 1 at www.kansasdisciples.org or 
download and mail registration form with 
payment to Topeka Regional Office.

Bring: sleeping bag, towels, and personal 
items, along with your offering and your open 
heart!
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The Region ...

MOVING? 
Notify us of your new address!  

Call 785-266-2914 or email messenger@kansasdisciples.org.  
Returned issues cost $0.57, an unfortunate use of your mission dollars.

End of year gifts are due in Topeka by:

Thursday,December 29

Make checks for Annual Fund contributions and other 
Kansas Plan gifts payable to the Christian Church in Kansas. 

Or give online at www.kansasdisciples.org.

KDW Transforms Lives at Annual Fall Retreats

More than 170 women from 28 churches 
attended the 2016 Kansas Disciples Women’s 
Fall Retreats. Attendees were challenged to 
transform their lives to reflect the person 
God wants them to be, rather than conform 
to earthly desires. Storyteller, motivational 
speaker, and songwriter, Heather Harlan, was 
the keynote speaker.

2016 KDW Retreat Financials:
  ▶ Bookstore   $2,914.50
  ▶ Offering     2,891.20
  ▶ Blessing Box       467.82
  ▶ Camp Supplies       227.00  
  plus in kind donations
  ▶ Feminine Hygiene      127.00  
  Plus in kind donations
  ▶ Woman to Woman        20.45

One Body, One Spirit
2017 Regional Spiritual Retreat

Plans are underway for the 2017 Spiritual Retreat, set for 
March 16-18, 2017 at the Heartland Spirituality Center in Great 
Bend. The theme of One Body – One Spirit will explore  
Ephesians 4:1-6. 

Dr. Belva Jordan, Associate Dean of Curriculum and 
Assessment and Associate Professor of the Practice of Ministry 
at Claremont School of Theology in California is our retreat 
facilitator. 

The retreat cost is $135; registration will be available in 
January 2017.

2016 Yearbook Honors Kansas Congregations
The back sections of the Disciples’ 2016 

Year Book & Directory contain a number of 
hidden accolades amidst its otherwise bland 
reports. There you can discover Disciple 
congregations in Kansas (listed alphabetically 
here; some appear more than once*) among 
the ‘Congregations with the Most Reported 
Baptisms’ for their size—Douglas, Lawrence,* 
Potwin,* Wichita-Hillside, and Winfield; 
‘with the Most Total Additions (Baptisms and 
Transfers)’—Potwin* and Wichita-Hillside;* 
and with the ‘Largest Contributions to Disciples 
Mission Fund’—Hutchinson-Park Place, 
Lawrence,* Marysville, Scott City, and Ulysses.

For the third consecutive year, the total 
offering from Kansas Disciple Women ranks 
fifth among all the regions. Listed among the 
‘Largest DWF/CWF Contributions to Disciples 
Mission Fund’ are the groups from Baxter 
Springs, Girard, Hutchinson-Park Place, 
Manhattan, McPherson, Newton, Topeka-First, 
and Wichita-Riverside.

Congratulations to each of these 
congregations and fellowship groups—and 
thank you for representing our region so well!

Changes to Minister’s Standing Form
Attention all clergy! You should have received your Annual Ministerial Standing 

Request Form by now. As you complete the form, notice these changes:

1)   The form is now one page, not four. 
2)   It is a fillable PDF.

3)   Some information is pre-filled: name and address, phone(s), ordination date, more. If any of 
this has changed, update it please. 

4)   You may provide an electronic signature; no need to print and mail.

Please complete and return the form electronically to standing@kansasdisciples.org as soon 
as possible. The Committee on Standing will review your requests in mid-January. Ministers who do 
not have email will continue to receive and return the form by postal mail.

Church Communication in the 21st Century 
Workshop Series

In order to keep up with ever-changing 
modes of communication, churches have to 
learn new ways. A six-week workshop series 
will explore effective digital and printed 
communication strategies. 

Workshops will be on Tuesdays, January 31 – 
March 7, at 9 a.m., repeated at 7 p.m. Morning 
sessions will be in the chapel at the Disciples 
Center at Tawakoni; evening sessions at Pine 
Valley Christian Church in Wichita. 

Jessica Marston, 
our Communications 
Ministry Specialist, 
will present these. She 
is a graduate of Fort 
Hays State University 
with a degree in 
communications. 

Topics include:
•	 Websites	101
•	 Websites	201	
•	 Social	Media	
•	 Effective	Publications
•	 Church	Branding
•	 The	Big	Screen

For more information, go to www.
kansasdisciples.org/church-communication-
workshops

Beginners and digital experts will benefit. 
Attend all sessions, or any session. Sessions are 
$15 each or $75 for all 6, if paid before January 
24. Register and pay online at  
www.kansasdisciples.org after December 1 
or download form and mail with payment. 
Classes may be cancelled for insufficient 
numbers; snow day is March 14. 

Kansas Messenger Ends Printed Publication
Kansas Messenger does not end … 

The Kansas Messenger will change form 
in 2017. We are pleased to continue a 
publication that was started in March of 1897. 
The issue in your hands now completes 120 
years of publication (see the notation in the 
masthead!), and there is still an audience for 
written communication.

Budget realities dictate that the printed, 
mailed, newsprint version of the KS Messenger 
must go the way of all flesh. But we don’t 
want to lose touch with you! Instead of the 
newspaper that you received in the mail, 
the revamped Kansas Messenger will come 
by email to every Kansas Disciples church, 
to every Kansas Disciples pastor, and to all 
those who want to receive it including all who 
currently receive the Kansas Mini-Messenger. 
We encourage our churches to print and share 
with those who do not receive email, including 
homebound members, church guests, and any 
others who might be interested. 

The new Kansas Messenger will come to you 
six times a year instead of four, and will be sent 
on Tuesdays before the first day of February, 
April, June, August, October, and December. 
This change will save about $10,000 annually, 
a change made necessary by the budget 
realities that face us in the Christian Church in 
Kansas. Gifts for the Messenger have covered 
less than half of our direct costs in recent years, 

not considering the staff time. We encourage 
you to continue to support the Kansas 
Messenger with your gifts, because we are still 
investing significant staff time in preparing the 
Messenger, the Kansas Mini-Messenger, and 
district communications. 

To submit items for inclusion, email to 
messenger@kansasdisciples.org by the 15th 
of the month before publication. As always, 
we edit articles to fit our space and for tone 
and clarity. The KS Messenger will continue 
to include reports of reports of regional 
ministries, information about coming events 
and ministries, news from congregations, and 
news and information from the church beyond 
Kansas including our colleges and seminaries, 
our relief and development ministries, and 
other ministries of our General Church. 

The Kansas Mini-Messenger will continue to 
focus on coming ministries and events within 
the region, with occasional forays beyond, to 
tell you about the coming General Assembly, 
for instance. It will not cover past events. If 
printed, the Mini-Messenger is one page or 
less. It is emailed on Tuesdays, normally twice 
a month. 

In addition, when you share your email 
address with us, you may receive occasional 
emails about events within your district. 
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... and Beyond
Legacy of John Dinner Benefits Kansas Christian Home Residents

With the theme Island in Paradise, 
supporters of Kansas Christian Home gathered 
at Newton’s Meridian Center to raise money 
to supplement care for the residents of 
Kansas Christian Home. Colorful leis helped 
participants get into the spirit of the evening. 
Music students of Mark Walker, Heights High 
School in Wichita, entertained the guests with 
selections from music they had learned, or 
re-learned, only three days into the new school 

year. Mark is also the Minister of Music 
at Hillside Christian Church in Wichita. 

This was the first opportunity for 
many KCH supporters to meet new 
CEO Karen Sturchio (STIR-she-o). She 
addressed the gathering, sharing both 
her history with senior care which 
began with her first job at age 14, and 
her vision for care and ministry at KCH. 
Karen was called as interim CEO in early 

April. Her immediate work in standardizing 
practices and policy implementation, and 
setting a new tone for staff and residents alike 
pleased the Board of Directors so much that 
at the end of June she was affirmed as the 
permanent CEO. 

So far, more than $30,000 has been raised in 
2016 from this dinner and a similar dinner held 
in April in Topeka. Total attendance for the two 
events was 193, up by 10 from the past year.

The Legacy of John refers to Jesus’s words 
from the cross, as recorded in John 19:26-27:  
 

“When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing beside her, he said to 
his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he 
said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And 

from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home.”

Remind & Renew - January 25-26, 2017
A New Reformation: What Should Christianity Become? 

For Remind & Renew 2017, the faculty of Phillips Theological Seminary 
will to help participants think about our times, in which Christianity is 
undergoing the most profound changes in inner and outer expressions since 
the 16th century. Phillips faculty will address questions such as:

  ▶ What is Christianity?
  ▶ Does the term “Protestant” have a future?
  ▶ What does the world most need from Christianity in the 21st century?
  ▶ What should be the relationship between Christianity and other faiths?

Register before December 30 and SAVE $20; after that, the regular registation fee of $100 
applies. Register and Pay online at www.ptstulsa.edu/RRRegistration

Arlene Edwards, pastor of East 
Lincoln Christian Church, Neb., offers 
words of tribute to Paul Few who was 
honored in September by the Nebraska 
region for his many years of service in 
the regional office and in leadership 
with Disciples Men.

Brite Ministers Week 2017
Re-envisioning Spirituality, Community, & Faithful Living

February 20-23, 2017

Registration is now open for Ministers Week 2017. Together with Amy Bulter, Norman Wirzba, 
John Holbert, Larry Rasmussen, Melanie Harris and Nora Gallagher, we will re-envision spirituality 
and explore faithful living. Other speakers and workshop leaders include Scott Hardin-Nieri, Mary 
Gaudreau, Laraine Waughtal, Ann Dotson, Patrick McCoy, Arthur Stewart, and Barbara Tucker. Kyla 
K. Rosenberger is our featured organist.  Check out the full schedule and list of offerings at  
www.brite.edu/mw.  

 We look forward to seeing you at Ministers Week 2017! 

Search For the Next  
General Minister and President

October 2016 Update:

The 2017 General Minister and President (GMP) Search Committee met October 26-27, to 
interview the candidates for the next General Minister and President. After the interviews, the 
Search Committee will further refine the list and forward their names to the Administrative 
Committee for consideration. The Search Committee asks that you remain in prayer for the 
candidates and for our continued discernment.

Hansen Publishes Book 

Rev. David Hansen, 
interim minister at 
Wellington FCC, recently 
pubished Native Americans, 
The Mainline Church, And 
The Quest For Interracial 
Justice. 

While many believe the 
United States is a melting pot for all cultures, 
Hansen asserts the longest war in human 

history is the one Anglo-Christians have waged 
on Native Americans. Using faith as a weapon 
against the darkness of injustice, this book 
will change the way you view how we must 
solve the pressing problems of racism, poverty, 
environmental degradation, and violence, and 
it will remind you that faith can be the leaven 
of justice.

The book is available through Chalice Press.

For 34 years, Nancy 
Ferrell has been the 
cheerful voice of the 
region, serving as our 
receptionist. At the end 
of December, she will 
complete her service. 

Times change, and the contacts of your 
regional staff with you, our readers, are now 
most commonly accomplished via email, 

our mobile phones, and social media; even 
the volume of postal mail is considerably 
diminished from what it once was—and with 
that, the work of a receptionist in a regional 
office is no longer needed. 

Thank you, Nancy, for your faithful service 
through all these years. We will miss you. Cards 
may be sent to her at the Topeka office: 2914 
SW MacVicar, Topeka, 66611.

Regional Office bids fairwell to receptionist



 OrdinatiOn anniversaries 
25 years and more

NOVEMBER
 

Bob Minshall    66
Bill McConnell    36
Jim Hollingsworth   34
Ruth Ann Jones    29

December 
 

Victor Schwarz    64
Laura Dargitz    59
Don Bryant    46
Dale Walling    35
Jan Keeler    33
Randy Bane    30 
Kim Rea    27

OCTOBER 
 

Jim Beaumont    54
Terry Hatfield    45
Pat Nixon    31
Doug Amend    29

This funny-looking square, a QR code, is a website link that works with your 
smart phone. Download a QR reader to your phone, point it at this square, and 
you’ll be at the Kansas Messenger page without typing the address.

Happy BirtHday!
to the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond

August  
Phoebe Galloway, Wichita Woodridge CC  90
Pat Paxson, Baxter Springs FCC  85
Ron Stull, Dighton FCC  80

September 
Harriet Lewis, Dighton FCC   85
Judy McSpadden, Hiawatha FCC   80
Richard Tolles, Hiawatha FCC   80

October 
Mary Clark, Independence FCC  106
Helen Jenista, Caldwel Central CC  100
Berea Nigus, Hiawatha FCC  100
Elizabeth Shire, Fredonia FCC  90

November 
Charles Kellogg, Jr., Pittsburg FCC   95
Bob Glynn, Hutchison Park Place CC 90
Jackie Addington, Wichita Pine Valley CC 90
Violet Garvin, Atchison FCC  90

December 
Mary K. Thelman, Wichita Hillside CC   95
Virginia Dutton, Kingman CC   90
Georgia VanLandingham, Kingman CC   90

January 
Edna Hall, Dighton FCC   105
Don Bett, Kingman CC   95
Elain Gilstrap, Arkansas City Central CC   90

February 
Spencer Yancey, Wichita Hillside CC   107
Charles Scheidegger, Holton FCC  101

We regret that Arline Roberts, whose 100th birthday was noted in the May issue, 
was listed with the wrong church. She is a member of Belmont Blvd. Christian 
Church in Salina.

In Transition
Erie FCC has called Michael Haggard as their next pastor. He began his ministry on August 

28, coming to Erie from missionary service in Taiwan. Installation was on October 30.

Lynn Dickson retired as Senior Pastor of First Christian Church, Leavenworth on October 31, 
after serving there for nine years. A retirement celebration was held October 16. Dale Walling is 
serving as Intentional Interim Minister. 

Mark Lyon was installed as the new pastor of First Christian Church in Independence on 
October 2, his first Sunday with the congregation. 

Kit Berry, formerly an elder at Woodridge Christian Church in Wichita, is serving as interim 
minister at Conway Springs FCC. He is in the commissioning process. 

First Christian Church in Columbus has engaged the leadership of Bob Colerick as their 
interim minister. 

Belmont Blvd. Christian Church in Salina has called Jacqueline Morgan as Associate Pastor 
of Children and Youth. She began on November 1. 

First Christian Church in Pratt has called Mike McGovney as pastor. He also serves a Christian 
Church congregation in nearby Cunningham.  

Carolyn Schwarz has resigned as pastor of Pine Valley Christian Church in Wichita, effective 
December 18.  Natalie Dixon Crewell is Pulpit Supply.

Alana Chapman, Associate pastor, has ended her commissioned ministry at Dighton FCC on 
Oct. 3 after serving there for four years. 

In Memoriam
Ed Jones, husband of minister Ruth Ann Jones, died August 24 at Kansas Christian Home. A memorial 

service will be held in March.

Rada Bacon, 79, died September 14 in Sterling, CO where they lived. Her husband Richard was pastor 
of our churches in Atwood and in Augusta. Richard, their three sons Scott, Mike, Jeff, and their families all 
survive. 

Retired minister Jim Bell died September 24. His memorial service was at Riverside Christian Church on 
October 15. 
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rememBer us in your Will:
Christian Church in Kansas

Disciples Center at Tawakoni

Happy anniversary!  
to the saints who celebrate 50, 60, 65, and more years together

August  
Ralph & Ivy Lankton, Kingman CC   66
Ardis & Bill Brown, Smith Center FCC   65
Chuck & Judy McSpadden, Hiawatha FCC  60
Stan & Linda Mitchell, Eureka Christian & Cong.  50
Nancy & Randy Burns, Fredonia FCC   50

September 
Joe & Helen Oliver, Wichita Pine Valley CC  74

October  
Vera & Walter Keever, Smith Center FCC   80
Bob & Jane Hutton, Fredonia FCC   69

November 
Joe & Shirley Kingrey, Baxter Springs FCC   60

December 
Wilbur & Lou Dorsey, Wichita Hillside CC   70
Charles & Marjorie Freeman, Wichita Hillside CC   68

January 
Ralph & Dicy Janssen, Erie FCC 74
Richard & Dorothy Odle, Wichita Hillside CC 68
Gene & Wilma Long, Clearwater FCC 67

February 
Carroll & Lourine Kerley, Clearwater FCC 71
John & Barbara McCune, Wichita Hillside CC 67

We apologize that the 60 wedding anniversary Helen & Leland Baetz, Smith 
Center FCC, was overlooked in the February Kansas Messenger.


