
JOINT REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 2016
Quality Inn & Suites, Salina, November 11 - 12

Come! Come to Salina to:
▶  Celebrate Paxton Jones’s years of ministry and leadership in 
Kansas as Deputy RM then Regional Minister, and wish him well 
in retirement, and 

▶  Celebrate Sharon Watkins’s leadership as our General Minister 
and President, and the completion of her term next summer, and 

▶  Celebrate our regional church partnership with our neighbor 
Nebraska, and 

▶  Learn more about religious freedom in a contentious time in 
Sharon’s workshop, and 

▶  Raise money to assist victims of human trafficking in a 5k Fun 
Run/Walk, and  

▶  Hear from a popular & skilled story-teller, Pam McGrath, and 

▶  Learn in a workshop about ministry in rural areas, or spiritual 
growth using a labyrinth, or structuring your church for mission, 
or all about our church’s Special Offerings and what they do, and 

▶  Choose and install the region’s new officers for 2017-18, and 

▶  Participate in a Mission First gathering, sharing the stories of 
your church’s mission, and 

▶  Worship together—the sound of 200+ voices singing 
together is awesome!—and 

▶  Participate in a shared business session with our Nebraska 
neighbors—we’ll work side by side in partnership—and 

▶  More! Meet old friends and make new ones!

It’s impossible to capture an Assembly in words. You just have 
to be there to know what it’s all about. 

Register at www.kansasdisciples.org. Packets will be sent to 
church offices in Sept.  For housing at Quality Inn, call 785-404-
6247 to make your room reservation. All rooms except king suites 
are $84.99 plus taxes. Identify yourself as part of the Christian 
Church in KS or NE, or you may hear that there are no rooms 
available. Ditto for the website—use the phone instead! 
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The Rev. Dr. Paxton Jones has announced his retirement 
as Regional Minister and President of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Kansas, effective at the end of the year. 
Following 23 years in congregational ministry, Paxton officially 
joined the regional staff in October 1998 as Deputy Regional 
Minister and Treasurer and became Regional Minister in May 
2007. This was far from his first foray into regional involvement, 
however, or even from serving on the staff.

Beginning as a representative from the Northeast District 
on the [then] Committee on Licensed Ministry in 1981, he 
has served on the Regional Board in some capacity every year 
except one since that time! His service has included chairing the 

Constitution & Bylaws Revision Committee in the mid-1980s; 
the Relocation Study Task Force, which moved the region to 
sell the property at 1010 Gage and purchase our present offices 
on MacVicar in early 1990; and the region’s first Investment 
Advisory Committee, which oversees our Permanent Funds. 
There also were stints on two regional Capital Campaign 
committees, a turn as Regional Moderator, and a year as contract 
Associate Regional Minister in western Kansas.

The general church also has made use of his talents, calling 
upon him to serve as an Assistant Parliamentarian for both 
the Denver and Cincinnati General Assemblies, on the General 
Conference of Disciples Men, and currently as Chair of the 
General Commission on the Ministry. He’s also been a member of 
the General Board and its Administrative Committee, a trustee of 
Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa, and continues to serve on 
the board of the Tennyson Center for Children in Denver.

He was recognized as the Outstanding Young Religious Leader 
in 1988 by both the Salina and Kansas Jaycees and in 2013 
received the Kenneth L. Teegarden Award from Brite Divinity 
School in Fort Worth. Jones will be honored during a reception 
on Friday evening, November 11, during the Joint Regional 
Assembly in Salina, along with General Minister and President 
Sharon Watkins who completes her service in that role at the 
next General Assembly, July 2017.

Regional Minister Announces Retirement The Reconciliation Ministry 
Special Offering

Received Sept 25 & Oct 2 in most congregations.
One-half of the 

Reconciliation Special 
Offering funds our Church’s 
mission imperative to 
become a pro-reconciling, 
anti-racist church, using 
experiential education, 
inclusive worship and 
intentional dialogue. 

Through this offering we provide programs for leadership 
development, curriculum for dialogue and learning, and 
partnerships within the Church and our communities. Our 
efforts to promote healing, relationship and restoration in the 
whole family of God are enlivened by Reconciliation funds.

Recent events have reignited the conversation about human 
brokenness, evidenced in the sin of racism and perpetuated in 
our institutional structures and systems. Your generous giving to 
Reconciliation Ministry is transforming lives and strengthening 
Christ’s witness in the world, showing that we love one another, 
even as Christ continues to love us!

Here in Kansas, our half of the offering will be divided among 
these projects, approved by our Reconciliation committee:

▶  Home Sweet Home, a homeless ministry sponsored by 
First Christian Church in Independence, KS

▶  LINK, a nutrition program in Lawrence. First Christian is 
one of the participating churches.

▶  Birthday Backpacks, an outreach by Pine Valley Christian 
Church to very poor children in Wichita, giving them 
birthday celebration and gifts. 

▶  Anti-Racism Training, a 2017 event for KS Disciples clergy 
and church leaders. 

Thank you for your generosity to help meet our Disciples 
20/20 goal of becoming an Anti-Racist, Pro-Reconciling church.

Kansas - Nebraska Joint Regional Assembly

The Thanksgiving  
Special Offering

Received Nov. 6 & 13 in most congregations.

The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the colleges, universities, 
seminaries, and divinity houses affiliated with the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). These learning communities are an 
extension of the church, challenging students to understand 
and respond to God’s call to serve.

Thousands of students have attended the Colleges and 
Universities of the Christian Church, receiving both a quality 
education and the opportunity to remain within our Disciple 
heritage. 
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Read the Kansas Messenger in 
color at www.kansasdisciples.org 
under the news tab. 

Send subscription changes and 
news to messenger@kansasdisciples.
org. All submissions are edited 
for clarity, tone, and space. Send 
photographs in camera format, 
unaltered. The best photographs 
are in focus, showing action, faces 
and smiles. 

Supported by your donations, 
the Kansas Messenger is free to 
every Kansas Disciples household. 
Give online or send your check 
payable to Christian Church in 
Kansas, memo Messenger, for $25, 
$50, $100 or more. Out of region, 
$20 per year.
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Nurturing Your Spirit 
By Ken Marston, Associate Regional Minister

Stewardship Corner  
     By Jim McCollough

Dr. Jim McCollough
Topeka Center for Peace & Justice Executive Director
Pastor at Holton FCC.

It started as I answered a seemingly innocent phone 
call from Celia Birt, then the region’s Executive Secretary, 
in February of 1981. Northeast District Minister Lloyd 
Cox, she said, wondered if I’d be willing to represent the 
district on the region’s Committee on Licensed Ministry. 
“What’s involved?” I asked. 

“Oh, meeting with the committee a couple of times a 
year,” she said. 

“Sure, I can do that,” I naively replied, not realizing 
that position also put me on the regional board. Thus 
began what has become a 35-year journey of service to 
and ministry with the Kansas Region.

I have been privileged during the intervening years 
to fill a variety of roles and undertake numerous 
responsibilities under the steady guidance and 

careful mentoring of dedicated staff members such 
as Lloyd Cox, Jim Hartley, Richard Guentert, Karen 
Frank-Plumlee, Ralph Smith, and Patsie Sweeden, to 
name only a few. I have been blessed to collaborate 
with many saints of the church—laity and clergy, in 
congregational, regional and general settings—who 
have become as much like family as friends in the faith.

Though initially I ran long and hard in the other 
direction, I have never been more honored nor proud of 
anything I have done than of being a preacher like my 
Daddy.  The pinnacle of that service truly has been the 
past 9+ years as your Regional Minister and President. 
But I will be 67 on my next birthday and, after more 
than 41 years of ordained ministry, it is time for me to 
retire—which I intend to do on December 31, 2016.

Throughout my life, God has led (sometimes pushed) 
me in different and surprising directions. This frankly is 
another one of them, but I can hardly wait to see what 
God has planned for me next.

Thank you, my friends, for the blessings you have 
bestowed on my life.

Grace and peace,
Paxton

I retired from full time active parish ministry 
in 2010, and a few months later, I was called as 
Executive Director of the Topeka Center for Peace and 
Justice.  It’s been the perfect part-time job for a retired 
clergy. 

One thing I have learned here has nothing to 
do with peace and justice—that is the difference 
between fundraising and Christian stewardship. 
Executive directors of not-for-profit organizations 
have to be fundraisers. There’s no teaching 
stewardship about my new job. 

Too often, though, we in the church think of 
our stewardship efforts as fundraising. The word 
“stewardship” isn’t mentioned until time to get the 
folks to sign a pledge card to underwrite the church 

budget for the coming year. That’s a confining 
understanding and definition of Stewardship. 

Disciple pastor and scholar Rhodes Thompson’s 
words on this subject are forever pertinent. Here’s 
what he said in his book Stewards Shaped by Grace:

Words, like persons, are sometimes held 
hostage until they are robbed of their original 

identity. One such unhappy hostage is the word 
“stewardship”.

Thompson goes on to say that it is actually the 
pulpit and pew that has moved stewardship away 
from its intended purpose of defining a relationship 
with God that serves the world, into—all too 
often—a gimmick that they hope will save the 

church. Thompson says that if we will reformulate 
our understanding of what stewardship is, and if we 
will accept our roles as God’s stewards of the earth, 
then we will not need to worry about preserving the 
church. 

We need to re-think what it means to be stewards. 
Rhodes says: “Stewardship begins, not with what we 
do, but with who we are.” Stewardship describes our 
being, before it ever describes our doing.  

I invite you to talk about this in your church circles. 
Are we concentrating on DOING fundraising? Or 
are we teaching at every level of our church what it 
means to be Christian stewards? If you do the latter, 
you will find the church beginning to flourish.  

When did it become not only okay to disrespect 
other people, but also a part of our God given, 
inalienable, first amendment right of free speech to 
denigrate others we disagree with or simply don’t 
like? I ask because my spirit is deeply disturbed by this 
trend in our culture. On Facebook, Twitter, and other 
social media, in e-mails, and in almost every political 
campaign ad for any candidate of any office, showing 
disrespect for others is now commonplace. 

I also ask because disrespecting others is contrary 
to who Jesus was and how he taught us to live. When 
Jesus encountered the Samaritan woman at the 
well, everything in his culture said a holy man was to 
reject a woman such as she. Instead, he broke social 
convention, engaged her in a respectful conversation, 
and challenged her to live a new life. 

It seems to me that if we are to love God with all of 
our hearts, minds, and strength, and our neighbors as 

God has loved us, then that has to involve respecting 
others by how we treat them; how we speak to and 
with them; and how we talk about them when they 
are not around.  And if we are to truly be disciples of 
Jesus, we need to strive to emulate him and develop 
his character in us.



Workers have been busy working on the new electronic sign beside 
Belmont Boulevard Christian Church in Salina. The existing cross and sign are 
being integrated into the new design. 

The electronic sign was funded by the Mary Adams Memorial, other 
memorials and individual contributions.

Other projects that have been completed since the Capital Improvement 
project was approved in October 2013 include automatic door openers, 
stained glass windows and parking lot lights.

News from the Pews

Want to increase giving among 
people under 40? 

Make giving straightforward by putting a QR link in your 
worship bulletin, pointing to your online giving. This QR code 
points to the online giving at www.kansasdisciples.org. 

Check it out! 
Use your favorite search engine to find a QR code generator. Type in your 

desired web address to get a code that is unique to your address. 
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The congregation started in 1902, 
and held its last worship service on Jan. 
10, 2016. For the 114 years in between, 
it proclaimed the gospel in many ways, 
teaching, preaching and making disciples. 
When the end of their visible ministry 
came near, the congregation decided to 
make one last stand for Jesus’ mission of 
caring for the least of these. They gave 
their building to Topeka Rescue Mission.

It turns out that Topeka Rescue 
Mission had been thinking ahead to the 

possibilities in the neighborhood around 
the Oakland building before this offer was 
made. The happy match will enable the 
Rescue Mission to expand its education 
and social service programs. A ceremony 
to finalize and celebrate the gift took 
place on Sunday afternoon, May 22, in the 
season after Pentecost—a most fitting 
time to celebrate new ministries for the 
Body of Christ. The building, now the 
Oakland NET Center, will house Missions 
Training Institute, Restore Hope, staff 

training and a worship center; other 
community ministries will be added in 
time.  

The remaining assets of the church 
were divided among several non-profit 
entities, including our own beloved 
Camp Tawakoni. Their gift to the camp 
of more than $31,000 was divided, half 
to an income-producing fund to support 
camp scholarships, and half to be used to 
replace the caretaker’s house at the camp.

Topeka’s Oakland Congregation Donates Building

Krusemark Celebrates 50 years of Ministry

Dr. Ruth E. Krusemark was honored with a reception on 
Sunday, April 10, celebrating 50 years of music ministry at 
First Christian Church in Atchison.

Fredonia Church Celebrates 145 years

First Christian Church in Fredonia began ministry on June 16, 
1871, at the farm home of Mr. and Mrs. Matthias Troxell, and 
they continue to worship and serve in the community. The 
congregation broke ground for their present sanctuary building 
in 1964. They celebrated 145 years of ministry with a birthday 
celebration on June 12. 

“This is so exciting for our 
congregation to be recognized 
for the reduce-reuse-recycle 
efforts we are currently doing 
in our church. Small acts 
of caring such as recycling 
bulletins helps us to be good 
stewards of God’s creation,” 
said Pastor Sue Bishop.

The purpose of the Green Chalice Program 
is to encourage and assist local congregations 

and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
offices and assemblies who wish to live out 
their faith by caring for creation. This program 
is designed to recognize congregations for 
being good stewards of God’s creation. It also 
aims to empower congregations with ideas and 
resources to enable them to walk gently on  
the Earth.

“As a church we feel we can make a small 
impact just by being intentional with our 
energy use and making sure we do things such 

as replacing Styrofoam with biodegradable 
products, installing programmable thermostats, 
and creating general awareness,” explained 
Dena Hiss, FCC Green Chalice Co-Chair.

FCC Great Bend is one of two Green Chalice 
Congregations in Kansas. The other one is 
FCC Leavenworth, which joined the program 
January 2014.  Their contact person is Erin Sack.

In January 2015, Green Chalice became 
a founding partner of Blessed Tomorrow, a 

coalition of diverse faith leaders committed 
to creating a path to a positive future for our 
families, communities and the world in order to 
raise awareness and respond to the  
climate crisis. 

To learn more or to become a Green 
Chalice Congregation go to www.
discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/
green-chalice/green-chalice-program/

Great Bend FCC Joins FCC Leavenworth as a Green Chalice Congregation

Denny Bell Installed at New Hope

New Hope Christian Church, Wichita, installed the  
Rev. Denny Bell as their settled pastor on July 10. She had 
been acting minister since January 2016. Associate Regional 
Minister Renee Bridwell led the Covenant of Installation. 
Other service participants were Gary Bell, minister of First 
Christian Church in Newton and Denny’s husband, who 
brought the sermon, and their son Josh Bell, minister of 
Kingman Christian Church, who was worship leader and 
singer. New Hope CC was pleased to welcome a number of 
members of the Bell family as guests, along with members 
of Newton FCC and residents of Kansas Christian Home where 
Denny was chaplain before she was called to New Hope CC; 
in addition, the congregation was surprised by guest Richard 
Newman, who had served as Intentional Interim Minister 
in 2008-09. The congregation celebrated with a reception 
following the installation ceremony. 

Belmont Gets New Electronic Sign

Colerick-Shinkle Begins Ministry at Cheney

Robin Colerick-Shinkle, center, was installed as pastor of 
Trinity United Christian Church in Cheney on June 5. She is 
flanked by Edith Guffey, left, Kansas-Oklahoma Conference 
Minister for the United Church of Christ, and Renee Bridwell, 
Associate Regional Minister for the Christian Church in 
Kansas. Trinity United is dually affiliated, both UCC and 
Disciples. 

First Christian Church in Scott City has replaced their outdated 
church sign and made other improvements to their property in order 
to present a safer, more welcome and inviting appearance to their 
community. Church members and local contractors are doing the 
work. In addition to replacing the church sign, improvements include 
resurfacing the steps and walkways, and landscaping. To recognize 
the upgrades, a memorial plaque was made, re-using limestone and 
brick from the original sign which was a memorial to Margaret Lee 
and Gladys Blackburn. 

Scotty Wagner is the Senior Pastor of the church, and Steve Payne 
is the Associate Pastor; the Scott City congregation is celebrating 129 
years of ministry.

Scott City FCC Gets New Sign, Landscaping
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2016 Camp Season in Review

Faith learning can take place anywhere!  
Each day campers learn and grow in their faith through 
arts and crafts (top left), story reinactment (bottom left), 
caring for God’s creatures (above), missions (top right), 
and music (bottom right).  Mission Week campers built a 
game pavion addition to the dinning hall (top right)

Camp builds leaders!
Campers have the opportunity to work together through various stations on 
the challenge course. Trained facilitators like Barrett Koch (bottom right) 
help instruct and guide particpants through the course in a fun and safe 
manner.  Many campers return to camp as counselors, directors and interns.

Camp is Fun!  
In addition to learning about God, campers enjoy a variety of recreational activities 
such as swimming, hiking, and boating.  Each morning, campers get ready for a 
fun-filled day with morning energizers.  

Camp is not just for kids!  
There are a variety of camps for all age groups. This year we 
hosted two sessions of Grand Camp for grandparents and their 
grandchildren - one in early June and a second in early July.  
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Camp and Youth Programs

Camp Gala & Auction
October 29

Disciples Center at Tawakoni

10:30 a.m. -- Silent Auction
12:30 p.m. -- Lunch & Live Auction

$30 registration fee due by Friday, October 21; 
Registration will open soon.

Proceeds benefit camp facility improvement

Have Auction Items to donate?
Items can be dropped off at the Disciples Center 

or given to any regional staff member.

Check out what’s already been donated at 
www.kansasdisciples.org

Camp by Numbers
The Camp and Conference Ministry expends a great deal of time, energy and resources! The 
following “fun facts” - some are estimates of course - may give some insight into the investment 
the Kansas Region has in raising up leaders for the future church!

▶  16 - camp sessions

▶  496 - total campers enrolled

▶  50 - counselors; 14 - directors; 11 - chaplains

▶  4 - summer interns; 8 - nurses; 5 - maintenance volunteers

▶  2 - camp hosts; 1 - camp administrator

▶  695 - S’mores (yum!)

▶  $657.55 - received for Pennies for Mission (as of 7/12/16)

▶  2 - golf carts; 1 - Gator; 1 - tractor

New Communion Table for Chapel

Richard Sack of Leavenworth First Christian 
Church recently handcrafted a new communion 
table for the chapel at the Disciples Center at 
Tawakoni.  The table is made from recycled 
church pews.

IAS Trip Spring 2018
Plan ahead! 

The next International Affairs Seminar will be 
in spring 2018. 

If you will be a high school junior, senior, or in your 
first year of college then, start now to save your 
money for this challenging, life-changing event. 

Are your students going away to college?

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
     First Christian Church, Manhattan 
         115 Courthouse Plaza
         785-776-8790
         church@fccmanhattan.org
         www.fccmanhattan.org
KANSAS UNIVERSITY
     First Christian Church, Lawrence
         1000 Kentucky
         785-843-0679
         office@fcclawrence.org 
         www.fcclawrence.org 
EMPORIA STATE UNIVERSITY
     First Christian Church, Emporia
         202 E. 12th
         620-342-1582
         fccoffices@yahoo.com 
         www.fccemporia.org 
FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY
     Gorham Community Church
         101 Clifford St.

     Celebration Community Church, Hays
         5790 230 Ave
         785-625-5483
         www.celebratejesus.org 
PITTSBURG STATE UNIVERSITY
     First Christian Church, Pittsburg
         705 E. Centennial
         620-231-1430
         fccpittsburg@disciples.kscoxmail.com 
WASHBURN UNIVERSITY
     First Christian Church, Topeka
         1880 SW Gage
         785-272-4290
         fcctopeka@fcctopeka.org 
         www.fcctopeka.org 
     West Side Christian Church, Topeka
         432 SW Lindenwood
         785-234-0469
         Ruth@westsidedisciples.org 
         www.westsidedisciples.org 

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY, NUMAN 
UNIVERSITY & FRIENDS UNIVERSITY
     The Dock, Wichita
         2135 W 13 St. North
         316-243-3798
         lamendez11@gmail.com  
     Faith Christian Church, Wichita
         2110 W 45 St. South
         316-529-1611
         faithcc@ymail.com
         www.faith4u.org 
     Hillside Christian Church, Wichita
         8330 E. Douglas
         316-683-6577
         onchurch@hillsidecc.org 
         www.hillsidecc.org 
     New Hope Christian Church, Wichita
         1400 S. George Washington Dr.
         316-262-3425
         officenewhopechristianchurch@gmail.com
     North Heights Christian Church, Wichita
         3030 N. Hillside
         316-652-0229
         northheights@sbcglobal.net 
         www.nhccdoc.com 

     Oakview Christian Church Wichita
         4403 Greenhaven St (Church)
         151 S. Muirfield Cir (Mailing)
         316-524-0100
         landhwalls@cox.net
     Pine Valley Christian Church, Wichita
         5620 E. 21st St.
         316-685-2421
         chuchoffice@pvcconline.org 
         www.pvcconline.org 
     Riverside Christian Church, Wichita
         1001 Litchfield 
         316-263-0900
         riversidechurch@rvcc.kscoxmail.com 
         www.riversidedisciples.org 
     Woodridge Christian Church, Wichita
         12111 E. 13th St N 
         316-688-5460
         sec_wccoffice@sbcglobal.net 
         www.woodridgecc.org 

This dumptruck and bulldozer were donated by Dave Ports, 
Erie First Christian Church, and are made from oak, mapel, 
and walnut. The dumptruck has received an offer of $300.  If 
desired Mr. Ports will make another for a donation matching 
the winning bid.

Thanksgiving Offering, Cont.
Continued on page 5

Your financial gift provides scholarships and support for this ministry. 
By giving to the Thanksgiving Offering you are investing in our students 
and helping keep education costs down.

Attending a Disciples College or Theological School is possible through 
the scholarships and grants that are made available by generous 
individuals, the Disciples Mission Fund and your gifts to the Thanksgiving 
Offering. 

Let the local Disciples congregation in their college town know where to find them! Locate that 
congregation in your Yearbook and Directory of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), or consult 
this list:
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The Region ...
Disciple Women’s Spirit Fest Report

At the Spirit Fests held across the region in 
April, the women who attended at the four sites 
were busy studying and learning. They were 
also generous with their support of mission 
causes and in buying books to continue studies 
at home. The four Spirit Fests were hosted by 
Scott City FCC, Park Place CC in Hutchinson, 
Manhattan FCC, and Parsons FCC; 43 churches 
were represented among the 227 women who 
took part. 

Totals are:
$      37.95 - Woman to Woman Offering
$ 4930.88 - Blessing Box Offering
$ 1076.64 - Offerings at the events
$ 1855.25 - Book Sales

Walking after God
Insights for Being a Committed Follower of Christ  

Kansas Disciples Men 
will gather at Disciples 
Center at Tawakoni 
September 23-24 for 
“Walking after God” Men’s 
Retreat.

Ray Gryder, Director 
of Men’s Ministry for the Christian Church in 
Virginia for the last nine years, will guide us on 
this theme, based on his soon-to-be-published 
book on the same subject. 

Two pre-retreat experiences are offered: 
come early on Friday to work on the prayer 
garden at the new chapel—a project of Kansas 
Disciples Men!—or join a group who will golf 
at the Augusta Community Course. 

Retreat check-in begins at 5 p.m. with supper 
at 6 p.m. Retreat ends on Saturday with closing 
worship around 6 p.m.

Retreat fees are:
» $70 each, for 4 or fewer from your church
» $60 each, for 5 or more from your church
» $50 each for first-time participants.

In addition, after the event the retreat fee 
will be refunded to the first 10 men who are 
younger than 50. There’s a bonus for registering 
early! 

Register at www.kansasdisciples.org 
download the form and mail with your 
payment, or call your church office for a form.

Seven Kansas Men journeyed to Texas 
Christian University in Fort Worth to 
participate in Sessions 2016. 

They were inspired by the preaching of 
Rev. Alvin Jackson, and keynote addresses 
from Todd Adams, Newell Williams, 
and a Bible study led by Warren Carter. 
Workshops explored the issue of moral 
injury and the work of the Soul Repair 
Center at Brite Divinity School, and 
fiduciary responsibility in the church. A 
local mission experience at a food bank 
helped feed over 5,000 people. Disciples 
Men at the gathering voted to return to 
TCU for Sessions 2020.

Pictured from left to right: Lew Pearce, Lanny 
Norstrom, Randy Hill, Floyd Pearson, Dave Ports, 
Ken Marston, and Victor Curtis

Gloria Vicente Visits Kansas
Gloria Vicente completed her term of 

service in Guatemala, where she and her 
husband helped develop a cooperative 
which enabled the women to combine 
their talents and create an income for their 
families, using their native weaving and 
sewing skills, and passing those skills on to 
younger generations. She told about this 
work in a series of visits to KS Disciples and 
UCC churches in May. 

She also brought a variety of the products made by this coop to show and to sell. Response 
was so enthusiastic that she had to send for more!

Meet Jeanette Salley
Kansas Global Missions Partner

Jeanette Salley, a 
member of St. John’s 
United Church of Christ 
in Richmond, Virginia, 
serves with the Moravian 
Churches in Nicaragua, 

one of the Disciples’ many ecumenical partners 
around the world. 

Jeanette’s work is focused in Christian 
Education. She helps churches grow their 
understanding of God through their native 
Nicaraguan culture and through Christian 
teaching. She also helps church leaders 
understand the importance of  
Christian Education. 

Jeanette’s interest in serving in the 
Caribbean began with her interest in learning 
more about the historical movement of the 
Triangular Slave Trade that brought African 
slaves to the Caribbean, North and South 
America. This, and the gathering of God’s 
people from different cultures in communion, 
led her to seek mission work in this area of 
the world. She feels that when we are open 
to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit will help us to 
understand injustice, misuse of power, greed, 
and suffering.

Her ministry is supported by your gifts to 
Disciples Mission Fund and your designated 
gifts to Global Ministries.

Transform: Don’t Conform!
Kansas Disciples Women’s Retreat, October 5-7; 7-9

Kansas Disiples 
Women’s retreat 
“Transform: Don’t 
Conform!” registrations 
are already rolling in! 

Our speaker is 
storyteller, motivational 

speaker, and songwriter Heather Harlan.  
Heather has published contributions featured in 
four books. Some of these books will be on our 
book table.

Registration is now online. Register before 
September 8 due to a limited number of lower 
bunks. Please consider a top bunk if you are 
physically able. This is very helpful to those 
assigning cabins. We would like you to consider 
meeting new people and rooming with people 
from outside of your church. 

We will be collecting paper goods for the 
church camp. Cash and check donations are 
always the perfect size.

Possible workshops and activities are:

▶ Prayer bead activity

▶ “Chat with Heather Harlan”

▶ Book discussion of “Inclusion: Make Room for 
Grace” by Eric Law

▶ Painting (2 sessions long) $30 extra 

▶ Cake decorating

▶ Cheer bags for Big Brother’s and Big Sister’s

▶ Yoga

▶ Bra and breast health

▶ Massages $10 extra plus tip. 

Free time activities will be prayer walk plus 
board games and puzzles.

Sessions 2016

Annual Fund Supports Regional Ministries
The ministries of the Christian Church in Kansas are supported in a number of ways. A 

portion—48%—of your congregation’s gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, the whole church purse, 
through the Kansas Plan stays in Kansas; CCK also receives a portion of DMF given by congregations 
that remit directly to Indianapolis. 

Other sources of support are:

▶  The return on investment from permanent funds, and from funds that function as endowment

▶  Designated gifts for regional or district support

▶  The Christmas Offering, 100% of which stays in Kansas

▶  And … drum roll, please … the Annual Fund! All—100%—of the money given to the 
Annual Fund is used for ministries of the Christian Church in Kansas. 

For 2016, $18,000 was estimated in the budget. To date, mid-July, about halfway through the 
year, 17 churches and eight individuals have given to the Annual Fund, for a total of $8,667. Thank 
you! 

Your treasurer wants to see the number of churches double and the number of individuals 
quadruple! 

It’s easy to give. Go to www.kansasdisciples.org and click the “Give Online Here” button. Your 
information is secure, and your gift will do wonders!

5 Days Left!
Register today for an adventure 

of a lifetime.
2016 Men’s Odyssey Retreat

August 12-13
Disciples Center at Tawakoni

Cost $35
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... and Beyond

Put on your favorite 
Hawaiian attire and 
bring your friends to 
an Island in Paradise, 
to celebrate the 
ministry of Kansas 
Christian Home (KCH) 

and to raise funds for the Legacy of John 
(LoJ), which helps ensure that no one in need 
of senior care is turned away or turned out 
because of insufficient funds. Legacy of John 
gifts also purchase items for the home that are 
simply beyond the budget, items which enrich 
the services for all residents. 

The 2016 Legacy of John Dinner takes place 
at 6:00 p.m. on August 27 at the Meridian 

Center in Newton, just a short distance from 
the KCH campus. KCH also invites you to visit 
the campus on Saturday before the event.

Vocal students from Wichita Heights High 
School will provide the entertainment under 
the direction of instructor Mark Walker, who 
is also Director of Music at Hillside Christian 
Church in Wichita. These students are part of a 
larger group who will do a performance tour in 
New York City next spring. 

The goal for this year’s event is $40,000. 
Previous annual contributions have been in the 
range of $30,000 - $35,000, so this is a stretch 
year! Your generous gifts make a difference in 
the lives of Kansas Christian Home residents, 

especially in these days of cutbacks in Medicare 
and Medicaid. Your generous gifts help ensure 
that residents are not turned away because 
they cannot continue to pay for care. KCH 
suggests a donation of $125 per person; gifts 
of every amount are welcome, especially those 
that exceed this number! Can you increase your 
previous gift by $25? $50? Even better! KCH 
accepts gifts that night, and pledges of gifts to 
be paid out over the next year. Thank you!

Ready to reserve your spot? Call the 
Development Office at 316-283-6600, x116, 
email jault@kschristianhome.org, or return the 
response card that you may have received if 
you have attended in previous years. 

LoJ Dinner Will Benefit KCH
The Kansas Christian Home Board of 

Directors is pleased to announce the 
selection of Karen Sturchio, MHCL, LACHA, 
as Chief Executive Officer (CEO), effective 
June 27, 2016. Karen is a proven servant 
leader who supports the mission and 
philosophy of Kansas Christian Home. 
Before coming to KCH in April as interim 
CEO, Karen was the Executive Director for 
Via Christi HOPE. She is a solid leader who 
demonstrates her leadership and industry 
knowledge daily in operations, quality 
improvement, and employee engagement.  
Karen believes that true empowerment 
and staff engagement create a supportive 
culture where residents and staff flourish.

Karen began her career in senior care as 
a dietary aide at age 14, where she grew 
to love interacting with those she served. 
The personal stories of residents were the 
highlight of her day, and inspired her to 
continue serving seniors.

Karen earned her license as an Adult 
Care Home Administrator while working 
at Wheatlands Center in Kingman. In 
2003, she became Executive Director of 
Presbyterian Manor in Sterling, then was 
promoted to the Wichita campus. She 
joined the Via Christi System in 2011.

Married for 31 years, she and her 
husband have three adult children and 
four grandchildren. Karen considers herself 
a news junkie, and enjoys reading and 
research.

Kansas Christian Home is a Continuing 
Care Retirement Community serving 200 
people in Newton. The KCH mission is: “In 
the loving memory and caring spirit of 
Jesus Christ, Kansas Christian Home exists 
to provide social and health services to 
meet the physical, emotional, mental, 
and spiritual need of its residents. Kansas 
Christian Home’s emphasis of services is to 
older adults, although recognizing God’s 
love has no limits.”

KCH is part of the ministry of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
through a covenant relationship.

New CEO at KCH 

Sharon Watkins, General Minister and President, 
sent letters to the top 100 congregations 
denomination-wide in per capita giving to DMF, and 
to the top 250 congregations in total giving to DMF, 
for the first five months of 2016, January – May. 

Designated gifts and Special Day offerings are 
not taken into account in this recognition, only the 
gifts that support the entire breadth of ministry as 
Disciples. Congregations in our region receiving those 
letters included: 

KS churches in the Top 100 per capita DMF giving, 
through May:
▶  Ulysses Shelton Memorial, $47
▶  Madison First, $38
▶  Phillipsburg First, $29
▶  Salina Belmont Blvd, $28

KS churches in the Top 250 in overall DMF giving, 
through May:
▶  Hutchinson Park Place, $13,150
▶  Manhattan First, $10,439
▶  Topeka First, $10,407
▶  Garden City First, $7917
▶  Scott City First, $7658
▶  Topeka West Side, $7622
▶  Clearwater First, $7319
▶  Arkansas City Central, $6830
▶  Atchison First, $6090
▶  Leavenworth First, $5825
▶  Pittsburg First, $4708

Thank you to all these congregations for setting the 
pace, leading in supporting the mission of Disciples 
beyond the congregations!

Kansas Churches DMF Giving recongnized

The Disciples of Christ Historical Society has 
called John M. Imbler as Interim Executive 
Director, beginning June 13, 2016. Through its 
relocation from Nashville (TN) and settlement 
in Bethany (WV) and the restructuring of its 
organization, Imbler will provide transitional 
leadership in a deployed capacity.

A multi-generational Disciples of Christ and 
life member of the Historical Society since 1974, 
he retired from Phillips Theological Seminary 
(Tulsa, OK) in 2014 as Stephen J. England 
Associate Professor of the History of Christianity 
and Disciples Studies. The seminary board also 
named him executive vice president emeritus 
for his 20 plus years’ service in human resources, 
facilities management, and fiscal oversight. 
Prior to his ministry as PTS, he served 14 years 

as vice president for theological education with 
the Division of Higher Education (now HELM) 
concluding his final six months as interim 
president. Imbler has degrees from Butler 
University, Christian Theological Seminary, and 
Phillips Theological Seminary plus an honorary 
degree from Columbia College.

The Historical Society is entering another 
phase of its own history settling in its new 
building near the Campbell Mansion. It is 
appropriate that the Society finds itself living on 
grounds where the Stone-Campbell movement, 
in part, originated. Dedication and celebration 
of its new home will be held on Sept. 10.

“The Historical Society is very fortunate to 
have a person of John’s ability and knowledge 

as its Interim Executive Director. We are looking 
forward to the new and exciting path the 
Disciples of Christ Historical Society has begun,” 
said Archie Jenkins, board chair.

Imbler stated “It is indeed an honor to be 
called to interim leadership of the Historical 
Society. Now through 75 years of its existence, 
the Society is well 
positioned to provide 
new opportunities 
for service to the 
Stone-Campbell 
people. I am excited 
to be part of its 
future.”

Historical Society Names Interim Executive Director

For 45 years, Churchwide Healthcare has 
been a health insurance option for pastors and 
church employees. The great advantages it 
offered were portability when pastors moved 
from one state to another, coverage was 
available regardless of pre-existing conditions, 
and our pool of participants helped keep 
costs down. In the present market, portability 
and pre-existing conditions are no longer 
impediments to obtaining insurance, and our 
small pool of participants means that costs are 
generally higher, not lower. 

After studying participation, financial status, 
and future trends, the Board of our Pension 

Fund, acting as trustee for the Christian Church 
Health Care Benefit Trust, has decided to 
discontinue health care programs for active 
employees at the end of 2016. The board took 
into account the projected rate increases of 25% 
for next year, if the program were to continue, 
and the declining number of participants, and 
reached the conclusion that the open market 
offers more competitive plans that what 
CCHCBT is able to do. Medicare participants are 
not affected by this decision. 

This decision is not a reflection on the 
financial position of Pension Fund of the 
Christian Church. The CCHCBT operates as 

a separate Trust from the Pension Fund’s 
retirement programs, which remain 
financially Strong, strategically Smart and 
programmatically Secure. This decision is a 
reflection of the changed environment for 
health care coverage and emerging trends.

“We are confident this is the right choice for 
our Churchwide Healthcare plan participants 
and is good stewardship for the ministries of 
the church,” said Pension Fund President James 
Hamlett.

Pension Fund Ends Churchwide Healthcare 



 OrdinatiOn anniversaries 
25 years and more

haPPy anniversary!  
to the saints who celebrate 50, 60, 65, and more years together

June 
Harold & Janice Stevenson, Emporia First CC 70
Beryl & Helen Worrell, Wichita Woodridge CC 69
R G & Marie Lewis, Eureka Christian & Congregational Church 68
Calvin & Ardith Blue, Wichita Hillside CC 66
Gale & Marie Kelley, Emporia First CC 66
Joe & Bonnie Denson, Emporia First CC 60
Monty & Patsy Frazier, Wichita Woodridge CC  60
Jon & Sunnie Chambers, Clearwater First CC 50
George & Linda Kemp, formerly of Topeka First CC 50
Roger & Sue Denner, Eureka First CC 50
David & Sally Hansen, Wichita Pine Valley CC 50
Judy & Lamar Fullmer, Dighton First CC 50

July  
Ray & Pat Montgomery, Atchison First CC 70
Woody & Maxine Brixey, Augusta First CC 70
John & Carolyn Kuhn, Emporia First CC 66

August  
Don & Velma Cheslic, Arkansas City Central CC 67
Bill & Dorothy Baker, Pittsburg First CC 66
Mary & Richard Akers, Arkansas City Central CC 60

October  
Dale & Mary Lou Webster, Manhattan First CC 70
Howard & June Wick, Dighton First CC 68
Jim & Linda Whitney, Clearwater First CC 50

November 
Gene & Nadine Burtin, Eureka Christian & Congregational Church 70
Joe & Helen Marshall, Erie First CC 67

AUGUST 
Ben Duerfeldt  59 years 
Ray Kerstetter   58 years
Richard Dickinson  56 years
Jay Gideon   55 years
Kipp Wolfe  42 years
Paxton Jones   41 years
Jerry Zanker  40 years
Greg Rea    32 years
Mary Elise Earley   26 years
 
SEPTEMBER 
Jack Divine   56 years
George Bloomquist  44 years
David Webb   44 years
Steve Martin   36 years

OCTOBER 
Garland Bohn   56 years
Robert Heckard   55 years
Don Richardson   54 years
Robert Allen Brown  53 years
June Cline   44 years
Evelyn Dodge   35 years
Debi Lorenz   34 years
Steve Traw   34 years
David Todd   33 years
Jean Vaughn (CME)  32 years

This funny-looking square, a QR code, is a website link that works with your smart phone. 
Download a QR reader to your phone, point it at this square, and you’ll be at the Kansas Messenger 
page without typing the address.

haPPy Birthday!
to the saints who are 80, 90, 95, 100 and beyond

May 
Clara Taylor, Salina First CC 103

June 
Arline Roberts, Emporia First CC 100
Marguerite Davidson, Great Bend First CC 95
Joean Calhoun, Wichita, Pine Valley CC 90
Harold Stevenson, Emporia First CC 90
Wayne Young, Wichita Faith CC 90
Mary Waugh, Dighton First CC 85
Roland Belcher, Kingman CC 80
Peggy Fenley, Dighton First CC 80

July 
Charlene Dowell, Dighton First CC 90

August  
Mary Stong, Independence First CC 100
Gary Woods, Clearwater First CC  80
Glen Morrison, Arkansas City Central CC 80

September 
Willa Howerton, Arkansas City Central CC 80

October 
Eunice Hougland, Wichita Hillside CC  102
Helen Jenista, Caldwell Central CC  100
Bob Smith, Wichita Hillside CC  95
Wilbur Dorsey, Wichita Hillside CC  90
June Sparr, Clearwater First CC  90
Jim Brown, Arkansas City Central CC 80
Vern Hull, Arkansas City Central CC 80

In Transition
Roger Beason has completed his ministry at First Christian Church in Columbus, after being 

called to serve in another region. 

Don Bryant has retired from settled ministry at First Christian Church in Wellington. Bob 
Colerick served as temporary interim with the congregation until David Hansen took up the reins 
of interim ministry in August. 

Denny Bell, acting minister at New Hope Christian Church in Wichita, was called to settled 
service with the congregation. Her installation took place on July 10. 

Kansas Christian Home, Newton, announces that Diana Leaf, an ordained Disciples minister 
who resides there, will serve as their settled chaplain. She has been serving part-time since the 
departure of previous chaplain Denny Bell, now pastor of New Hope CC in Wichita.

In Memoriam
Cleda Frost Cox, 88, died July 8 and her funeral service was held July 14 at First Christian Church in 

Newton, led by her minister Gary Bell. She was married to former Kansas Regional Minister Lloyd Cox for 
59 years, until his death in 2004. She and Lloyd served churches in Stillwater, OK and in Kansas: White City, 
Macksville, Kansas City, and Topeka. The Coxes were parents of four and grandparents of three. 

Cleda took her call as a faithful Disciple seriously. She was a leader in Christian Women’s Fellowship, now 
Disciples Women, both locally and in the region; she taught in the church and continued to mentor younger 
women in her declining years. Her domestic skills were legendary, including bread-making and quilting. 
She loved spending her final years on the Frost family farm, living in the 100-year-old barn that son Paul 
converted into a home. 

The Reverend Dr. L. Wayne Stewart, 74, died April 28. He was a long-term member and leader at 
North Heights CC in Wichita and active in men’s ministries in the congregation, region, and beyond. He was 
first licensed by the Christian Church in Kansas and was in wide demand as a preacher. Upon completion of 
a bachelor’s degree at Northwest Christian College and the M. Div. at Brite Divinity School—part of Texas 
Christian University—and having already been called by God to ministry, he was ordained by the Kansas 
Region. He served in three congregations before being called to serve as Director of Reconciliation in the 
general offices in Indianapolis. In retirement he taught at seminaries, wrote a novel Mr. Gilmore’s Place, and 
was a counselor and facilitator for the Department of Children’s Services in Indianapolis until illness forced his 
second retirement. His wife Evelyn, five children, 14 grandchildren, and a host of Christian friends remember 
his life of service.

Pittsburg KS native Rick Lance, 85, died April 21 in Overland Park. He was president of National 
Benevolent Association (NBA) from 1982-1996 and by 1988, Lance had led the NBA to be recognized by 
The Non-Profit Times as one of the top charities in the United States. During his tenure as president, he led 
growth from 42 to 82 care-giving facilities across the United States, and assets increased from $78 million to 
$305 million.

“Rick was not a corner-office president,” said Leon Whitney, former NBA CFO during Lance’s tenure. “He 
cared about the people we were serving, as well as the local and nationwide staff who were helping him get 
the job done. He made us dream big, then plan big. He stretched us and made us grow.”

Lance retired from the Air Force in 1974 with the rank of Colonel. Upon returning to civilian life, Lance was 
appointed Executive Director of Child Saving Institute (1974-77) and later served as Executive Director of 
Kansas Christian Home (1977-1982). He was also the first layperson to be full-time president of the NBA. 

He was an active Disciple in the congregational, regional, and general levels. Originally from Kansas, Lance 
served as a local elder in congregations in four states, and served extensively on local church committees. 
Lance also served on the Regional Boards of Nebraska and Kansas, the Board of Axtell Christian Hospital 
(now Newton Medical Center), and twice on the Board of the Christian Church Foundation. 

“Rick’s keen intellect was matched only by his deep commitment to the church,” said Gary Kidwell, 
President of the Christian Church Foundation. “During his service on the Foundation’s board, I came to 
depend upon his wise counsel and his unwavering support of this ministry. The church has lost another 
giant, and I have lost a dear friend.”

“Rick was a beloved leader who touched the lives of many,” said Mark D. Anderson, NBA President. “I’m 
grateful for the wisdom and leadership of this saint of our Disciples Church. The NBA follows in the footsteps 
of our founders, caring for the ‘least of these,’ and strives to carry on the legacy of leaders like Rick Lance.”  

Information from https://www.nbacares.org/stories-and-news/in-memoriam-richard-r-lance and from the obituary linked at this website.
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rememBer us in your Will:
Christian Church in Kansas

Disciples Center at Tawakoni


