
 

 

Tuesday, October 10 

CN Clergy Cluster 

Meridy’s, Russell 

 

 

Wednesday, October 18 

HP Clergy Cluster 

FCC, Scott City 

 

 

Thursday, October 26 

MK/GB/S Clergy Cluster 

FCC, McPherson 

 

 

Monday, October 30 

CD Disciple Men 5th Monday 

FCC, Pratt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currents in the Stream 
 

     I have been contemplating the story of the Temptation of Jesus in the Gospel 
of Matthew (4:1-11) lately.  You may recall in Matthew’s account, we are told 
that the devil came to Jesus as he was on a 40 day fasting prayer retreat after 
his baptism. Jesus was there, we can assume, to discern the path God wanted 
him to take to accomplish his purpose.  The temptations the devil offered were 
three alternatives designed to divert Jesus from God’s path.  I believe they are 
instructive for us when we contemplate our purpose in life and how God wants 
us to accomplish that purpose. 
      The  first path  is the temptation of turning  rocks into bread.  In a time of    
hunger, the basic need anyone has is food.  Matthew tells us that after Jesus 
had fasted for 40 days he was famished.  So wouldn’t this be a good thing?  
Turning rocks into bread would not only save his life, but he could then turn and 
feed all the hungry of the world. Surely, feeding the hungry is a good thing to do, 
and it is.  In fact, 21 chapters later, Matthew relates the end-time parable of the 
separation of the sheep and the goats in which it is clear that Jesus is saying 
that feeding the hungry is one thing that characterizes life in Christ.  The problem 
is that this path is the path of the pursuit of great wealth.  You can do great good 
with wealth, but it is a siren song of seduction because far too often pursuing 
great wealth tends to consume us.  It does so by feeding us the false idea that 
you never have enough to take care of your own needs, as well as the needs of 
others.  And even when we feel like we have enough, we are rarely willing to sur-
render this wealth to God, believing we know better than God about how to use 
the wealth we have earned. 
     The second path is just as alluring.  It is the path of fame.  We humans tend to 
impose fame on others when one is able to accomplish some extraordinary task.  
We look up to those  who can do things extraordinarily  well and grant  them  
authority to influence our lives.  So fame can be both a blessing and a curse, for 
when we become famous, we receive praise from others and this praise is as 
intoxicating as any addictive drug.  Pretty soon, the receiving of praise and being 
well thought of by others is more important than being a force for good to help 
others be better people. 
     The third path is that of gaining political authority.  Who among us has 
thought how they might solve the problems of the world if we were in charge of 
making the decisions of government.  The problem is that wielding such power 
has a corrupting influence on the sole.  It changes those who wield it and if one 
gains too much political power and uses it for too long, gaining more and holding 
on to the reigns of decision making can consume even the best person. 
     Jesus seemed to realize that the only path to accomplishing God’s will was 
the path of humble service expressed in loving acts towards others. Such a path 
is not easy to follow.  It leads to ridicule and mocking.  The world sees this way of 
living as weakness and foolishness.  The world sees this as the path of losers.  
However, it is the only path that truly overcomes evil for it transforms evil. Loving 
service towards others builds trust between people because it destroys the fear 
that too often divides and destroys. In the end, only the path of loving service 
leads to safety and security  and life.  And that is why Jesus chose this path.   
Perhaps we need to consider taking it too.   
 -Ken 
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Ken’s October Calendar 
 

1 Preaching—Ulysses 

2-5 Office 

6 Day Off 

7 Central District Cabinet Video Conference  

8 Church Visit—Lebanon 

9 Office 

10  Office 

 CN Clergy Cluster, Russell 

11 Day Off 

12 Office 

13-15 Spirituality Workshop, Emporia 

16 Staff Meeting, Great Bend 

17 Day Off 

18 HP Clergy Cluster, Scott City 

19 Anti-Racism Boundaries Trng., Great Bend 

20 CCK Vision Team, Camp T. 

21 Regional Board, Camp T. 

22  Church Visit—Inman 

 Church Visit—Hutchinson, FCC 

23-25 Office 

26  MK/GB/S Clergy Cluster, McPherson 

27  Day Off 

28  Camp Gala, Camp T. 

29  Preaching—Colby 

30  Office 

 CD DM 5th Monday, Pratt, FCC 

31 Office 
     

Calendar subject to change. 

 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

Oct. 4-6 KDW Midweek Retreat, Disciples 

  Center at Tawakoni, Augusta 

Oct. 6-8 KDW Weekend Retreat, Disciples 

  Center at Tawakoni, Augusta 

Oct. 19 Anti-Racism Boundaries Trng.,  

  FCC, Great Bend 

Oct. 20 CCK Vision Team,  Disciples Center  

  at Tawakoni, Augusta 

Oct. 21 Regional Board, Disciples Center 

  at Tawakoni, Augusta 

Oct. 28 Gala, Disciples Center at Tawakoni, 

  Augusta 

CHURCHES PRAYING FOR CHURCHES 
 

Oct. 1 - First Christian Church, Goodland 
 Doug Amend, Minister 
Oct. 8 - First Christian Church, Hutchinson 
 Bob Phipps, Minister 
Oct. 15 - Park Place Christian Church, Hutchinson
 David Dubovich, Minister 
Oct. 22 – Groveland Christian Church, Inman
  Charles Kaufmann, Minister 
Oct. 29– United Church of Oberlin, Oberlin 
 Judith Stricker, Minister 

 

Camp Tawakoni Gala and Auction  
Reserve your seat for the annual Camp Gala and Auction 
on Saturday, October 28 beginning at 10:30 a.m. Proceeds 
from the auction will benefit the pool renovation project. 
Have Auction Items to donate? Items can be delivered to 
the Disciples Center or given to any regional staff member. 
Read More and Register here.  

Boundaries 

Training 2017 

Anti-Racism Training 101 
This  training will  explore what  racism is  as 
opposed to acts of racial bigotry. Is there such 
a thing as systemic racism? And it will help us 
develop  a common language  to talk about   
racism. 

No matter how recently you attended 
 Boundaries Training, you are required  

to attend in 2017.   
    

 
 
 
 

 
For more information visit  

our website at: 
https://kansasdisciples.org/boundaries-

training-2017/ 

 Thursday, October 19  
First Christian Church 

 5230 Broadway, Great Bend 

FACILITATOR 

Rev. Nancy Eggen 

Did you know… 
… 2018 Standing Request forms will be sent to all 

ministers  in  October,  and  must  be  returned  by  
November 15?  The Committee on Standing meets 
December 2nd to consider all requests.  
 

… Kansas Disciples Youth Convention is November 
10-12 at the Atrium Hotel and Conference Center in 
Hutchinson?  Travis McKee, pastor and musician, 
will bring the keynote messages.  
 

… That building has started on the Caretaker’s 
House at the camp?  If interested in helping please 
contact the Topeka Office. 

https://kansasdisciples.org/2017-camp-gala-auction/
https://kansasdisciples.org/boundaries-training-2017/
https://kansasdisciples.org/boundaries-training-2017/

