
 

Currents in the Stream 
          It is hard to believe that November is already here and thoughts will soon 
be turning to the upcoming Thanksgiving Holiday. In this season, we pause as 
a nation and hopefully remember the goodness of God who provides for our 
needs, comforts us in times of trial, and rejoices with us in our accomplish-
ments. 

     One of the things I am thankful for is God’s unmerited love and grace that 

manifests itself in God’s forgiveness.  This word “forgiveness” happens to fit 

into my exploration in these past few months of five words that are at the 

heart of Christian faith.  

    Many people have a tough time with the idea of forgiveness—at least the 

idea of unconditional forgiveness—because such an act feels like a contradic-

tion to justice and righteousness. Unconditional forgiveness seems like let-

ting people off the hook for the hurt they inflict upon us or others. However,  I 

would assert two things: 1) that such an understanding is a false understand-

ing of what forgiveness is, and two, a pursuit of justice and righteousness 

that does not include grace and forgiveness breeds a never ending cycle of 

vengeance until all parties in a conflict are destroyed. 

     Forgiveness is not about “letting people off the hook”, nor is it about not 

holding them accountable for their actions.  Nor does it involve excusing a 

behavior because of some extenuating circumstances. Only when we have 

been unjustly hurt, only when we can confront the one who has wronged us 

and cry out, “You hurt me when you did this thing!”, is forgiveness needed. 

     Forgiveness then is the antidote for those undeserved pains and injuries 

we receive to our souls.  When we have been hurt deeply, anger and bitter-

ness can take root and our souls can become imprisoned in the memory of 

what was done to us where we relive the pain over and over again.  For-

giveness allows us to turn loose of the pain.  Forgiveness allows us to lance 

the cyst of bitterness that kills the soul.  Forgiveness holds those who have 

hurt us, accountable by leading us to confront them and demand that they 

not hurt us anymore.  Forgiveness us lets us live and love again. 

     In the end, the greatest act of what true forgiveness is comes from the sto-

ry death and resurrection of the Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth.  You know the 

story, Jews and Gentiles (representatives of all of humanity) conspire to have 

God’s son falsely accused of blaspheme and sedition, tried before a preju-

diced court and a cowardly judged, nailed to a cross and hung there until he 

was dead.  By most standards of justice, God would have been justified in 

wiping out all of humanity for a second time for such an evil act.  Instead God 

did not seek the justice of an eye for an eye.  Instead God offered a different 

way through forgiveness by raising his son to new life. 

     As followers of the one who said that he was the way of God, the truth of 

God, and the life God meant for us to live from the beginning of time, how 

can we do anything but what God has done before us? 
                                

      Ken 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

Sunday, November 6 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

 

 

Monday, November 7 

FCC, McPherson 

CD Disciples Men 5th Monday 

 

 

Fri.-Sat., November 11-12 

Quality Inns & Suites, Salina 

KS/NE Joint Reg’l Assembly 

 

 

Wednesday, November 16 

FCC, Scott City 

High Plains Clergy Cluster 

 

 

Thursday, November 17 

BBCC, Salina 

MK/GB/S Clergy Cluster 

 

 

Thurs.-Fri., November 24-25 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

Regional Offices Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Like us on 
  Facebook 



Remind & Renew January 25-26, 2017 
Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa 

 

A New Reformation:  
What Should Christianity Become? 

CHURCHES PRAYING FOR CHURCHES 
 

Nov. 6 -  First Christian Church, Pratt 
   Mike McGovney, Minister 
Nov. 11 - First Christian Church, Atwood 
   David Todd, Minister 
Nov. 20 - Belmont Blvd. Christian Church, Salina 
  Tara Thompson, Minister 
  Jacqueline Morgan, Assoc. Min. 
Nov. 27 - First Christian Church, Salina 
  Greg Rea, Minister 
  Quenton Todd, Worship Dir. 

This  newsletter  is  sponsored  by  the  Central High Plains Districts Office of 
the Christian Church in Kansas (Disciples of Christ).  The office is located at 
5230 Broadway Ave., Great Bend, KS  67530. Phone:  620-792-6490.   

Ken’s November Calendar 
 

1-3 Office 

4  Day Off 

5  Office 

6  Church Visit—Utica 

7  Office 

 CD DM 5th Monday, McPherson 

8  Office 

9  Day Off 

10  Executive Committee, Salina 

11  Regional Board, Salina 

12  KS/NE Joint Reg’l Assembly, Salina 

13 Church Visit— 

14-15 Office 

16 HP Clergy Cluster, Scott City 

17 MK/GB/S Clergy Cluster, BBCC, Salina 

18  Day Off 

19 Ordination of Teri Strong-Estes, Wichita 

20 Church Visit— 

21-23 Vacation 

24-25 Thanksgiving Holiday 

26-30 Vacation 
  
  

Calendar subject to change. 

 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
Nov. 4 KDW Exec. Committee, KCH, Newton 
Nov. 5 KDW Cabinet, FCC, Newton 
Nov. 10 Executive Committee, BBCC, Salina 
Nov. 11 Regional Board, Quality Inn, Salina 
Nov. 11 KS/NE DW 5K Fun Run/Walk,  
     Bill Burke Park, Salina 
Nov. 11-12 KS/NE Joint Regional Assembly,  
     Quality Inns & Suites, Salina 
Nov. 24-25 Thanksgiving Holiday,  
     Regional Offices Closed  

Nebraska-Kansas Joint Regional Assembly 

November 11-12, 2016 

Register now at: 

http://kansasdisciples.org/jra-

registration-now-open/ 

Did you know ... 
 

… 2017 Standing Forms will be going out 
the first part of November?  Forms are due 
back by December 31. 

…  Regional Minister, Paxton Jones, will be 
honored at the Joint Regional Assembly in 
Salina in recognition of his retirement at the 
end of the year? 

… General Minister and President, Sharon 
Watkins will also be retiring come next 
year’s General Assembly, and we will honor 
her with a reception at our Joint Regional 
Assembly in Salina this month? 

http://www.kansasdisciples.org/jraregistration-now-open/
http://www.kansasdisciples.org/jraregistration-now-open/

