Blindt Sighit

Dot Tenkinte

When Jesus opened the eyes of the man born blind, the man understood what
had just happened. He told the unbelieving leaders, “Why, this is a marvelous
thing that you do not know where He is from; yet He opened my eyes!” He then
said, “Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes
of the one who was born blind” (John 9:30, 32). Isaiah prophesied that the
Messiah would open the eyes of the blind (Isa. 35:4-5). It had never happened
until Jesus came, and Matthew records Jesus doing this at least six times.
There is a remarkable lesson to be learned as one reads Mark’s account of that
time when Jesus opened the eyes of blind Bartimaeus in Jericho. When Jesus
gave him this blessing He said, “Go your way; your faith has made you well”
(Mark 10:52). His eyes were immediately opened. Now if you had been
Bartimaeus what would you have done? Would you have rushed to tell others,
perhaps your friends or those who cared for you? The remarkable thing is that
Jesus told the blind man to go his way. What way did He go? He followed Jesus!
The way He chose to go was the way Jesus went!

What an amazing lesson there is to be learned. Salvation does not come by
saying a sinner’s prayer of about fifty words and then going your way. The way
of Jesus involves far more than words. Just before He ascended, Jesus told the
apostles to go and made disciples of every nation. He then told them how this
was done. It involved both teaching and baptism. One makes disciples by telling
them about Jesus who will save them, but He is far more than our Savior. He
has all authority, and one makes disciples by “...teaching them to observe all
things that I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:18-20). Until this is taught one is
not a disciple of Jesus.

The problem is that sometimes those who find Jesus do not follow the example
of Bartimaeus. When they are saved, they literally go their own way and do not
follow His way. When that blind man had his eyes opened, he immediately
surrendered his way to follow Jesus. Far too many Christians fail to grow like
Jesus by following Him. Jesus did teach about worship, the Lord’s supper,
studying the Bible, assembling with the saints, standards of morality including
sexual matters, the way we speak, dress and react to others.

Being a Christian involves surrendering our ways and walking in the ways of
Jesus, following Him. We are His slaves and in every walk of our lives we give up
our lives to follow him. We acknowledge Him in our confession before we are
baptized, and then every day of our lives it is a confession that He is Lord, and
we surrender to Him (Rom. 10:9-10).
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Arnvovncemerts

- Continue to keep Shirly in your prayers.

- CROS registration is now open. You can also buy tickets
for the BBQ on the camps website.

- June 2" there will be a Sister to Sister Launch Party at
the Deatricks house. Please see Cindy for details.

- JUNE 10t we will be leading a workday at CROS
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You are welcome and wanted. We

are glad you made the decision to
be with us.
If you have any questions or needs,
please reach out to any of our
members and we’ll be more than
happy to help you.
If you’re looking for a Church

May

June

home, we’d love the opportunity
to study with you and have
you join our
congregation’s
family.
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