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“Today is a profound simchah. 
What was accomplished here is a 
big deal, and that deserves a tre-
mendous yasher koach.” These 
were the words of Harav Yissocher 
Frand, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas 
Ner Yisroel, at the 13th Annual 
Siyum HaTorah in Atlanta, held on 
Sunday, June 16.

Approximately 250 men, 
women and children from the 
Atlanta community gathered to 
hear Rav Frand, and to celebrate 
the joint completion of Tanach, 
Shas Gemara and Mishnayos, 
and portions of halachah by 60 
members of the community, over 
the past year. This project was 
launched 13 years ago at the impe-
tus of Harav Shmuel Khoshker-
man, Rav and Rosh Kollel of Ner 
Hamizrach, after seeing a similar 
project in Baltimore, an initiative 
of Rabbi Joseph Schechter, z”l.

Dr. Yaakov Berendt said the 
Hadran and completed Seder Moed 
Mishnayos. He explained that he 
had learned the Mishnayos each 
day driving to work while listening 
to a shiur in the car. He has already 
completed two and a half sedarim
and anticipates that in another 18 
months he will complete all six 
sedarim.

Rabbi Binyomin Friedman, 
Rav of Congregation Ariel in Dun-
woody, Georgia, was the emcee 
and welcomed everyone. He men-
tioned the special relationship that 
he and his wife had with Rav Frand 
when they were a newly married 
couple living on Yeshiva Lane and 
were neighbors with the Frands. 
The Frands went out of their way 
to include the new kollel couple in 
all of their simchos. 

Rabbi Ilan Feldman, Rav of Con-
gregation Beth Jacob of Atlanta, 

and Rabbi Shmuel Khoshker-
man delivered divrei chizuk.

Rabbi Khoshkerman quoted 
the Gra as stating that anyone 
who participates in a siyum is 
like the mesayem himself. He 
explained that one who comes 
and sees how happy people 
are to be celebrating a siyum
will accept upon himself to 
participate in the siyum the 
next year, and therefore, 
they already receive the
s’char of a mesayem. 

In his keynote address, 
Rav Frand emphasized, 
quoting an explanation 

of the Netziv in Parashas
Behaalos’cha, that a siyum is a 
day of profound simchah in Klal 
Yisrael, comparable to the simchah
of Rosh Chodesh and Yom Tov. He 
delineated several aspects of the 
simchah.

First, Rav Frand explained that 
typically one thinks of a siyum in 
terms of looking back at what was 
accomplished. However, a siyum
is also a time when we can look 
forward to what can be accom-
plished in the future. “Because you 
have done it, you can do it again,” 
asserted Rav Frand, referring to 
the completion of many portions 
of Torah on the part of the commu-
nity. “When you go ahead and learn 
a masechta, or a sefer of Tanach,
you should say, ‘Look what I can
do, and look what I will do.’” 

Next, referring to the recent 
Yom Tov of Shavuos, Rav Frand 
remarked that one of the main 
takeaway messages of Shavuos 
is the e� ect that Torah learning 
has on a person. The act of learn-
ing Torah makes one into a more 
refi ned person. 

 Paraphrasing the Gemara that 
Rav Yose would enjoy a special del-
icacy on Shavuos, in recognition of 
the great e� ect that Torah had on 
him, Rav Frand exclaimed, “If not 
for Torah, I would be like any other 
Joe in the street.”

He continued, “I don’t know 
what society was like in the fi fth 
century [when Rav Yose lived], 
but I do know what it is like in the 
21st century. America has become 
vulgar and coarse…Hashem gave 
us this incredible gift, called the 
Torah, which gives meaning to our 
lives every day. Without the Torah, 
I would just be ‘another guy.’ How 
would I look if I did not have the 
Torah and mitzvos?”

Harav Yissocher Frand giving a shiur to avreichim from Kollel Ner Hamizrach 
and the Atlanta Scholars Kollel, prior to the Siyum HaTorah.
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Finally, Rav Frand emphasized 
the wonderful achdus that is cre-
ated by the Siyum HaTorah, with 
everyone working together for the 
same goal. 

“Torah is the greatest unifi er,” 
Rav Frand concluded. “The Siyum 
HaTorah is an incredible event, 
because you came closer together 
as a community.”


