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	Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity

	413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800

	Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9

	Canada


Friday, 30 May 2025

Executive Secretary,

We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to the refinement of the monitoring framework for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF). PEFC International would like to formally submit input concerning the indicator entitled “Area of forest under sustainable management: total FSC and PEFC forest management certification,” which is already listed under the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership (BIP) and a component indicator to Target 10. 

We believe this indicator offers a valuable proxy for tracking the global uptake of sustainable forest management. While we recognise that forest certification schemes do not in themselves guarantee positive biodiversity outcomes, the structures they put in place – including avoidance of conversion, prohibition of degradation, safeguarding of biodiversity, and periodic third-party audits – represent a clear step toward aligning forest use with ecological considerations.

The annexed submission outlines the indicator’s alignment with Goals A, B, and D, and Targets 10 and 15 of the GBF. We suggest that the indicator continue to be used as a component indicator, with the option to disaggregate figures by scheme to enhance granularity and transparency.

We trust this submission will be of assistance, and we remain available for further dialogue or clarification. We thank you for your continued efforts in establishing a coherent and operational monitoring framework.

Yours sincerely,
Thorsten Arndt
Head of Advocacy
PEFC International


Annex: Survey Response – Component Indicator Submission
Indicator Name
Area of forest under sustainable management: total FSC and PEFC forest management certification.

This indicator reflects the global area of forests certified under the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC), serving as a proxy for verified sustainable forest management practices.
Relevance to GBF Goals
· Goal A – Component indicator: Certification schemes typically incorporate biodiversity safeguards that contribute to maintaining ecosystem integrity. Although certification currently does not measure biodiversity outcomes directly, it does institutionalise practices aimed at preventing degradation and conversion. 
We also invite dialogue with CBD to discuss how certification might be useful in measuring biodiversity outcomes.  
· Goal B – Component indicator: The indicator reflects the degree to which forests are being managed with attention to sustainable use and long-term functionality, in line with the intent of Goal B.
· Goal D – Component indicator: Forest certification reflects voluntary market-based implementation aligned with biodiversity objectives, mobilising corporate action and investment at scale. Certification systems work through collaborative means of implementation (technical cooperation, capacity-building and voluntary standards) to achieve biodiversity goals
Relevance to GBF Targets
· Target 10 – Component indicator: Certified forest area offers a recognised and verifiable measure of sustainable forestry, directly supporting the aim of this target.
· Target 15 – Component indicator: Certification is widely used by businesses as a mechanism to demonstrate responsible sourcing and reduce biodiversity-related risks in their supply chains. The indicator thus supports both corporate disclosure and sustainable consumption.
Data Source and Methodology
Data are compiled by FAO through the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA), based on annual submissions from FSC and PEFC. The methodology accounts for overlap between schemes and relies on public, independently verified data. This ensures that trends can be assessed consistently over time and across jurisdictions.
Recommendation for Use in GBF Monitoring
We recommend continued use of this indicator as a component indicator across the relevant goals and targets of the GBF. The indicator already aligns with reporting systems (FRA/SDGs) and has broad country coverage.  Given its operational maturity and data coverage, it offers a cost-efficient and scalable entry point for assessing sustainable management. We further suggest optional disaggregation by certification scheme (e.g. PEFC or FSC), in addition to the aggregate total. This flexibility can help distinguish the contributions of each certification system, providing additional means of analysis. This data is readily available. 
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