RESOLUTION

of the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus

August 17, 2006, No. 52                                                                               Minsk

On Approval of the Statute of the Expert
Council for Safety of Genetically Engineered
Organisms at the Ministry of Natural Resources

and Environmental  Protection of the Republic of Belarus

        Based on the article 21 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus of January 9, 2006, “On Safety of Genetic Engineering Activities”, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus RESOLVES:

      To approve the enclosed Statute of the Expert Council for safety of genetically engineered organisms at the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus.

Minister                                                                                     L.I.Khoruzhik

APPROVED 

Resolution of the Ministry of
Natural Resources and 

Environmental Protection of
 the Republic of Belarus

17.08.2006, No.52.

STATUTE

of the Expert Council for Safety of  Genetically Engineered Organisms

at the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental  Protection

of the Republic of Belarus

        1. The Statute of the Expert Council for Safety of Genetically Engineered Organisms at the Ministry of Natural  Resources and Environmental  Protection of the Republic of Belarus prescribes the procedure of organization and activity of the Expert Council for Safety of Genetically Engineered Organisms at the Ministry of Natural  Resources and Environmental  Protection (hereinafter – Expert Council).
        2. The Expert Council follows legislative documents and the present Statute in its activity.          

        3. Expert Council is a joint advisory body and includes a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and members of the Expert Council from among the officials of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus (hereinafter - the Ministry of Natural Resources), and other governmental authorities specialized in the safety field of genetic engineering, scientists and experts in the safety field of genetic engineering; all of them are citizens of the Republic of Belarus.

        4. The staff of the Expert Council is approved by the Order of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus.

        5. The Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and members of the Expert Council perform their duties on a voluntary basis.

        6. The tasks of the Expert Council are as follows:

         Organization of carrying out State Safety Examination of genetically engineered organisms;

         Make recommendations for the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection concerning nomination of experts for making State Safety Examination of genetically engineered organisms;

        Consideration of decisions of a State Expert Commission for safety of genetically engineered organisms;

        Acceptance of recommendations on permission to release of genetically engineered organisms into the environment for testing or using for economic purposes.

        7. The Chairman of the Expert Council:

        Directs the work of the given Council;

        Fixes the date of holding meetings;

        Distributes duties among Vice-Chairmen of this Council;

         Adopts the agenda of meetings, recommendations, proposals and decisions of the Expert Council.

        8. A Secretary of the Expert Council:

        Accepts materials coming for consideration;

        Works out the agenda of meetings and lists of persons invited to meetings of the above Council, coordinates them with Vice-Chairmen and submit for approval to the Chairman;    

        Prepares materials concerning questions attributed to competence of the Council;

        Records the meeting resolutions and the Expert Council recommendations.

        9. Members of the Expert Council have the equal rights in discussing questions put on the agenda of meetings, except for the Chairman who has the deciding vote. In case of the absence of the member of the Expert Council at the meeting, he has a right to express his opinion concerning questions under consideration in written form which is announced at the meeting and filed.

        10. Meetings of the Expert Council are held if necessary on the basis of the Chairman’s decision.

        11. Meetings of the Expert Council are headed by the Chairman or by Vice-Chairman, under the instruction of the Chairman.

        12. A meeting of the Expert Council is considered competent if no less than half of the approved staff takes part in it.

        13. Decisions of the Expert Council adopted an open vote by simple majority vote of its members present at the meeting and are entered on the records. In case of equal votes, the Chairman’s vote at the meeting is considered deciding. 

        14. Reports of the Expert Council meetings, where decisions, proposals and recommendations are presented, are signed by the Chairman and the Secretary. The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection makes organization and technical provisions for the activity of the Expert Council.

        15. Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental protection ensures an organizational and technical support of the Expert Council activity.  

