Submission of Comments 

Testing of the CBD Online Reporting Tool (ORT)

Using the template below, Parties are invited to submit comments (in Word) on the testing of the draft online reporting tool (ORT) by 15 September 2023 to secretariat@cbd.int.

TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS

	Contact information

	Surname:
	Auvinen

	Given Name:
	Ari-Pekka

	Party: 
	Finland

	Organization 
(if applicable):
	Finnish Environment Institute

	Address:  
	P.O.Box 413, University of Oulu

	City:
	Oulu

	Country:
	Finland

	E-mail:
	ari-pekka.auvinen@syke.fi

	General comments

	Finland finds the draft online reporting tool a very welcome application. In general terms, it is clear, easy to use and useful. We find it important that countries report their national targets and link them with global goals and targets as well as with global indicators. 

We find it a good solution that global goals and target are given short headlines. The same (a word limit) should also be required of national targets as this increases communicability. National targets should perhaps include three sections: 1) Short title of the target (word limit), 2) full text of the target (no word limit) and 3) list of actions that will be taken to achieve the target (no word limit).

The section on alignment with global goals and targets is good. We also endorse the assessment of the degree of alignment. 

The section on “consideration for implementation” is problematic. It is difficult to think which of Finland’s forthcoming national targets would not be aligned with “ecosystem approach”, for example. As many of the “considerations” are cross-cutting issues, this should mean, by definition, that they apply to all targets. It is difficult to see the usefulness of this section. Perhaps a list of key words would be better? These could include terms such as ecosystems, ecosystem services, resources, gender, IPLCs, science and so on. However, we are not able to suggest at this point who could draw up the list of keywords and on what basis, so we favor deleting the section altogether.

The section “Explanation, including which aspects of the goal or target are covered” seems misplaced. Shouldn’t it be after “degree of alignment”? Perhaps more advice should also be given on what to report in this section.

The section on linking national targets with global indicators is very good and needed.

It is also good that non-state actor’s commitments can be reported. Regarding this (and other sections too): As these commitments are likely to arrive later than national targets and remain an evolving body of entries, can these be added and edited at any time after national targets are published?

The section on means of implementation and barriers to implementation is important, but could, perhaps, be more structured. Should available and additional (needed) financial and human resources be reported here in explicit terms (in EUR/USD and/or person years)? Should there be categories for the barriers of implementation? E.g. lack of resources, expertise, knowledge, public acceptance, political will etc.

One very important issue is how the data reported through ORT can be used elsewhere. There should a direct link to the Bioland tool, for example. There should also be an openly available interface though which the national targets and their links with global goals and targets could be used nationally. This goes also for the previous national reports, which data including baselines should be noted in some way in the format. Maybe through having a link to the CBD CHM or alike. 

We didn’t encounter any technical issues at this stage (hence no comment below).
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