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	Title of document reviewed:
	Report of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Synthetic Biology

	Comments on the draft documentation for SBSTTA-21:

	Page #
	Para #
	Comment

	0
	0
	In general, I find this to be a clear and well-balanced report. I am aware that this report represents long discussions within the AHTEG, and that it is not particularly useful for me to note where I agree or disagree with the results of those discussions. I’ve therefore restricted specific comments to only a few points where it seems as though the rapporteurs may be able to provide more clarity around the intentions of the AHTEG.  
Additionally, I’d like to express support for the report’s thoughtful consideration of broad sources and types of information and knowledge that are relevant in assessing risks and benefits, and for deliberately calling for an inclusive scope in creating a vision to guide advances and understanding in synthetic biology.

	5
	25
	Re: noting that additional research and guidance were needed before release of gene drives… It would be very helpful if the report could include some indication of the types of research and guidance that are needed. Every day more research is being conducted on engineered gene drives; what, specifically, are the kinds of research needed and the kinds of knowledge necessary to have in hand before engineered gene drives are released? 

	7
	45
	It was unclear to me what a ‘stepwise approach’ would entail – could you include an example of this? Also, is this particularly in the case of gene drives, or more generally? I’m assuming that this paragraph is intended to specifically address gene drives, but there is no such indication in the paragraph itself.
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	To: 
CBD National Focal Points; relevant organizations; and indigenous peoples and local communities
cc: 
SBSTTA National Focal Points, Cartagena Protocol National Focal Points, Nagoya Protocol Focal Points
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	Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme
413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800,  Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada

Tel : +1 514 288 2220             Fax : +1 514 288 6588

secretariat@cbd.int                 www.cbd.int
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1. Completed forms can be sent to Secretariat via e-mail at synbio@cbd.int or submitted online at http://bch.cbd.int/managementcentre/edit/submission.shtml
2. Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”
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