REPORT OF THE NATIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE (NBC) ON ASSESSMENT OF THE APPLICATION BY  FOR CONFINED FIELD TRIAL TO TEST COWPEA, VIGNA UNGUCULATA, AT DENNIS HOTEL, ABUJA, ON 19TH  - 20TH  SETEMBER, 2018
Introduction
In line with the National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA) regulations, an ad-hoc National Biosafety Committee (NBC) was constituted by the DG/CEO, NBMA under the chairmanship of Professor P. C. Onyenekwe, with the following under-listed members.
The Committee was mandated to review the submission of the National Biosafety technical Sub-committee (NBTS) with the aim of advising the Agency on the merits and demerits of the application.
Mode of Assessment 
The application was assessed through an in-depth review of the submitted dossier.
	S/No
	SS
	Observations 
	Remarks/Recommendations 

	1.
	Administrative Information

	
	Purpose of Application
	Application is for screening of a known commercial varieties that has been transformed.  
	

	
	Previous applications or approvals
	 Such variety has been assessed or approved  by the committee in Nigeria
	

	
	Applicant
	The qualification of the Principal Investigator and Lead Scientist were clearly stated. All other collaborating Scientists associated with the trial were deemed appropriate.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Proposed Location and Size of Trial
	 The information on the CFT size   is not adequate
	NBC recommends that demarcated plots should be  provided for each GM crop under field trial.

	
	Proposed duration of Trial
	The expected start and termination dates were observed to be infeasible.
	NBC recommends that expected start date should be slated after approval. 

	2
	Plant Information 

	
	Toxicity and Allergenicity
	It was Observed that none of the substances originating from has been reported as being allergenic or toxic. 
	

	
	Describe the Intended Phenotypic Changes to the Plant.
	Information provided describing intended phenotypic changes was adequate.
	 

	
	What is the source of genetic material? Is the source of genetic material likely to affect the safe conduct of a confined field trial?  If yes,   how? 
	Information shows that genetic material used in cowpea transformation was sourced from harmless microorganism 
	

	
	Changes in Toxicity and Plant Information 
	No changes in toxicity, allergenicity or plant composition observed, and references was cited.

	

	
	Describe the features of the genetic construct?
	It was observed that information provided was adequate. 
	

	3
	Trial Description 


	
	Experimental Design
	Information provided on experimental design was adequate.
	NBC recommends that information be provided regarding methodology for the stability and uniformity as well as the distinctiveness. 

	
	Are there wild plant species in the vicinity of the trial site that could be fertilized by pollen from the trial plants, resulting to viable seeds?
	Observations were made that there are no wild species of soybean in the vicinity of the CFT.
	

	
	Describe mechanisms in place to prevent pollen-mediated gene flow from the plants in the trial seeds.
	Observations were made that the CFT is sited 100m from other cowpea plots. 
	.

	
	Describe measures in place to control trial plant volunteers after termination of the trial.

	Measures provided were deemed appropriate in controlling plant volunteers.
	

	5.
	Material confinement 

	
	Material confinement 
	Measures for confinement were stated  and adequate  
The site has secured fence to keep unauthorized personnel and livestock
The site is under security staff with adequate training programme on trial site manager
	NBC recommends that demarcated plots be provided for each GM crop under field trial.

	
	Packaging
	Packaging description is adequate.
There was agreement  plan to follow all necessary phytosanitary document by relevant regulatory agencies
	

	
	Harvesting, Transport and Storage
	The information concerning transporting harvested seeds to laboratories within the CFT is clearly stated.



	 NBC recommends that that GM pods should be transported in compliance with NBMA regulations.

 



	
	Disposal and Clean-up

	Disposal and clean –up measure is satisfactory 
	

	
	Site Security
	 Measures described were deemed appropriate for the application under review.  It was observed that  security measure  has patrol guards  in case of unforeseen eventualities.
	 

	6.
	Records, Personnel and Planning 

	
	Other reports
	Observations were made of a mix up concerning time-frames for oral and written reports on Incidence and Corrective report
	NBC recommends that sentence be recasted to reflect correct time-frames (oral report-24hrs, written report-2 working days).

	
	Contingency Plans
	It was observed that reports were to be made to the Biosafety Office in Ministry of Environment . 
	NBC recommends that all reports be made to the DG/CEO of National Biosafety Management Agency.

	
	Recovery of materials
	Measures provided for the recovery of spilled seeds were deemed inadequate.
	NBC recommends that all unidentified spilled seeds should be discarded and destroyed.

	
	Personnel 
	Adequate prepared and well informed
	

	
	Declaration 
	The application document was not signed
	NBC recommends that The document  need to be  signed before approval



Conclusion:
The document and information provided is sufficient and NBC recommends the approval of  Cowpea, Vigna Unguiculata for confined field trial.
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