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Summary: Safety assessment of an insect resistant “transgenic rice Tarom Molaii B827” was conducted in Iran in the year 2004, co-inciding with international year of rice. In 2004 the only regulation in place was a ministerial decree authorizing the Agricultural Biotechnology Research Institute of Iran (ABRII) to conduct risk assessment and approve the field release and commercialization of GMOs in Iran. However the risk assessment conducted by the developer and reviewed by ABRII was further evaluated by a specialized working group consisting of 3 major relevant scientific societies. Finally, this committee reported that transgenic rice is substantially equivalent to its non-transgenic rice and there is no concern releasing and using it. This event has been commercially grown in Iran till 2005. Since now there is a comprehensive Law (Biosafety act), in place all previously released LMOs are now applying for second approval voluntarily. The attached document in Farsi is the report of risk assessment conducted by the developer and approved by the said mechanism.
