Submission of Comments 

Testing of the CBD Online Reporting Tool (ORT)

Using the template below, Parties are invited to submit comments (in Word) on the testing of the draft online reporting tool (ORT) by 22 September 2023 to secretariat@cbd.int.

TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS

	Contact information

	Surname:
	Steinfort

	Given Name:
	Nadja

	Party: 
	European Union

	Organization 
(if applicable):
	European Commission – Directorate General for Environment

	Address:  
	Avenue D’Auderghem 19, 1040 

	City:
	Brussels

	Country:
	Belgium

	E-mail:
	nadja.steinfort@ec.europa.eu

	General comments

	The online tool is user-friendly and easy to navigate. Please see below our feedback for improvement 

	

	Question: Are the Parties expected to present separate contributions for their alignment with global goals as opposed to global targets? If so, should we interpret the degree of alignment in relation to the outcomes enshrined in national policies and instruments, or in relation to actions contributing to the Goals?

	Question: How should we interpret the degree of alignment with Global Goals? Does the degree of alignment follow from what we have indicated for the Targets? E.g., if we are not highly aligned with one of the Targets contributing to a certain Global Goal, does this automatically mean that we are not highly aligned with the Goal either? Please find below possible solutions:
· Where Goals are concerned (as opposed to Targets), change the wording from ‘alignment’ to ‘contribution’, i.e., indicating to which Global Goal your national target contributes to instead of specifying the degree of alignment. 
· Allow for the possibility to leave the degree of alignment optional for Goals as well as for any additional Targets that national target may contribute to. For instance, our EU contribution X makes us highly aligned with Target Y. Nevertheless, EU Contribution X also directly or indirectly contributes to the achievement of Target Z. Therefore, we would like to keep the indication of degree of alignment for Target Y mandatory, but not for any additional targets that may be relevant. 

	

	Specific comments on the “My Country Targets” section of the draft online reporting tool 

	Overview
	Comments/Feedback
	Logged in User
	URL

	
	It is not clear how the overview of the Global Goal/Targets mapping corresponds to the information provided in Part II. In Part II only two mappings seem to have been added, whilst the overview shows three entries. 
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	
	Please add the option to delete the draft of a national target or of a mapping of global goals/targets. 
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Part I
	Comments/Feedback
	Logged in User
	URL

	
	We urge introducing a box to outline the actual targets. For communication and transparency, this could be kept rather brief, but it would have more content than just a title or ‘catch phrase’. The current box “Full name/title of national target” is supposed to remain relatively short and thus does not provide enough space to outline the full target. Whereas we understand and agree with the need for a title of the target for communication and simplification purposes, we suggest adding a second box in the “General” section to describe the national target more in detail. 
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	
	For clarity, we would recommend putting the box “Explanation, including which aspects of the goal or target are covered” directly after indicating the degree of alignment, thus not separating the explanation of alignment and the degree of alignment with the question on considerations for implementation. 
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	
	Although we recognise the importance of the considerations for implementation, we would propose to leave the questions on this topic out of the submission form for each national target. Instead, we suggest inviting Parties to include a single contribution on their application of the considerations for implementation for their entire implementation of the GBF.
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	
	We would like to request an additional box in the section on indicators to provide comments on the component and complementary indicators of our choosing, especially considering the indicators are yet to be fully developed and our choices would depend on the developments on this front. 
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	
	It would be useful to turn the box on national indicators into a smart text box so that Parties can provide links to existing national indicators. 
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	Part II
	Comments/Feedback
	Logged in User
	URL

	
	We suggest connecting the box on “elements of global targets information” in Part II with the box “Explanation, including which aspects of the goal or target are covered” in Part I to avoid repetition. 
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	
	We propose to add the entry of the reference period for each indicator into Part I. This would leave all input for Part I whilst Part II can then be fully dedicated to providing a useful mapping of all national contributions per global goals and targets.
	Nadja Steinfort
	

	
	We recommend adding a link to the CBD glossary (https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/e2dd/6b6c/eaa4784e9111c58d6fd787ae/wg2020-04-02-en.pdf) in the tool, in particular as regards the definition of ‘reference period’.
	
	

	
	
	
	



