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	I would like to thank the Secretariat for the opportunity to make inputs on the Synthetic Biology draft document.

Considering this draft is intended as an update of the Technical Series on Synthetic Biology No. 82, it would have been better to circulate the draft highlighting the changes that have been incorporated for ease of reference.  Given the tight deadline, comparing the original to the new has proved to be tedious and time consuming.

An example of a challenge experienced is the review of the current state of synthetic biology.  Some of the applications sited were released before the first publication, it is thus not clear whether that portion of the text was adopted from the previous document or it is indeed part of the new thinking and inputs.  Also, by their own admission, the authors have broadened the definition to be all encompassing resulting in a review of all biotechnological applications beyond the scope and intentions of this task.  As such, this document cannot be considered an update of the 2015 document.

It is recommended that the authors, at the very least, limit their task to the operational definition of synthetic biology developed by the AHTEG (even though not globally accepted) which, would have exclude genome editing as an application of synthetic biology. 
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