SUMMARY OF THE BIOSAFETY GUIDELINES
It has been realized for some time that the application of genetic manipulation could bring considerable benefits. It is now widely expected that the use of living modified organisms (LMOs) - plants, animals and microorganisms will increase and this will involve the planned release of such organisms into the environment. The potential for benefits associated with such applications has to be set against the concern that there may be associated, potentially deleterious effects to human, animal and plant health and to the environment.

These guidelines afford protection to individuals, the community, institutions and the environment by minimizing potential hazards associated with LMOs and facilitating the beneficial utilization of biotechnology.

In summary the guidelines cover the following:

· Laboratory research 

· Glass or greenhouse trials
· Confined field trials
· Intentional introduction to the environment

· Import and export of LMOs for food, feed and processing
