COLOMBIA
Bogota, 12 August 2009

Ministry of Foreign Relations

Ref.: 
∙ VAM/DAM/CAA No. 42990


∙ SCBD/BS/MPDM/jh/67587 of 28 May 2009

Subject:
Cartagena Protocol – Information on Living Modified Organisms
Sir,

As CBD National Focal Point of Colombia, I have the honour to reply hereby to notification SCBD/BS/MPDM/jh/67587 of 28 May 2009, in which Parties and other Governments were requested to submit scientifically sound information regarding the identification of Living Modified Organisms or specific traits that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health.

I enclose herewith the input of the Minister of the Environment, Housing and Territorial Development on the matter.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

[sgd] Clara Inés Vargas Silva

Director for Multilateral Affairs

Responsible for the 

Office of the Vice-Minister of Multilateral Affairs

Executive Secretary

CBD

Montreal

Ministry of Foreign Relations

Colombia
Relevant Considerations and Guidelines to be Taken into Account Regarding the Identification of Possible Adverse Effects on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity Resulting from the Use of LMOs
If we see risk as the probability of a threat (in this case, the import of LMOs) becoming a disaster because of an element of vulnerability (in this case, the characteristics of the receiving environment), in accordance with the CPB’s provisions in respect of risk assessment, each State Party, in its capacity as a receiver of LMOs, must determine and assess the possible adverse effects of said LMOs. The guidelines suggested for study refer to the analysis of aspects particular to a case, but not the LMO itself or its traits; in the event of an adverse effect, said effect would be related to the vulnerability of the receiving environment and to the management of the LMO, given the characteristics of the receiving environment. 

Wild Relative Species Related to LMOs and Quality of the LMO Receiving Environment
We recommend prior study of the presence of wild relatives or varieties of the LMOs undergoing transboundary movement or subject to future transboundary movement. Once their existence has been confirmed, and in order to assess the vulnerability of each State Party according to its particular characteristics, the biological, physiological, and reproductive aspects of these wild relatives or varieties should be studied; as well, aspects related to their population dynamics, ecological relationships, and specific distribution (consideration of whether a centre of origin and genetic diversity is involved) should also be studied. 

Characteristics of the LMO to be Introduced
In accordance with the intended use of the import LMO and its characteristic(s) or modification(s), we suggest the study of the possible direct and indirect effects of the LMO’s characteristic(s).


1. Management requirements for the effective use of the LMO and the associated implications. The use of an LMO can, for example, involve the application of a herbicide, which, in turn, can have adverse effects on the environment and its resources in the long or medium term. To prevent such an occurrence, the possible consequences of the handling/use of given amounts of the herbicide in question should be studied beforehand, taking into consideration the specific environmental conditions of the receiving environment.


2. Direct and indirect consequences of LMO use. The elimination or control (whether partial or total, local or generalized) of a biological resource classified as a pest can have a series of side effects, which arise in reaction to an imbalance in a chain of ecological relationships.
Relevance to Discussion on CPB Article 27 - Liability and Redress
These considerations, together with the development of PCB Article 27 within the framework of the COP-MOP (under discussion), should be examined by the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment and Risk Management so that matters such as the following may be determined:


1. Adverse effects on and damage to conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity;


2. Methodological bases, guides, or protocols for damage assessment.

Relevance to CPB Article 22 – Capacity-Building
In order to address, in practice, the issues of adverse effects on conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, and to address, in practice, the establishment of sound scientific principles on the matter, we the States Parties with economies in transition, in accordance with Article 22 – Capacity-Building, call for scientific and technical training in the proper and safe management of biotechnology, and in the use of risk assessment and risk management, and the enhancement of technological and institutional capacities in biosafety. 
