					             Annex
FORM FOR THE SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION REQUESTED IN DECISION V111/12 ON RISK ASSESSMENT AND RISK MANAGEMENT
A. Country information
	Country name:
	NIGERIA



B. Please indicate your county’s needs and priorities for further guidance on specific topics of risk assessment of living modified organisms(LMOs)

	
	Needs and Priorities for further guidance on risk assessment of LMOs
	
             Notes


	1
	Strengthening of existing National Laboratory for the detection and analysis of LMOs
	Equipment required for accurate and precise detection of LMOs and their analysis which are lacking in the laboratory (such as UV trans- illuminator, weighing balance, etc.)need be put in place

	2
	Tool kits for immediate detection and analysis of LMOs at ports of entry
	Appropriate kits for instant detection and analysis of LMOs at ports of entry need to be put in place to enable decision-making on the importation of specified goods 

	3
	Capacity-building for Biosafety Officers as it relates to risk assessment of LMOs
	Officers of the National Biosafety Management Agency(NBMA)require further training in the area of risk assessment of LMOs for enhanced system in the discharge of their duties

	4
	Development of guidelines for the detection and analysis of LMOs
	Upon the strengthening of the existing National Laboratory for the detection and analysis of LMOs, guidelines providing information on step- by - step procedure in detection and analysis need be provided for.

	5
	Funding support
	The NBMA requires funding to carrying out their regulatory activities as the agency is still very new and yet to balance financially



C. Please propose possible criteria that may facilitate the selection of topics for the development of further guidance on specific topics of risk assessment of LMOs, including a technical justification for each criterion proposed*

	
	Criteria for the selection of topics
	Notes and technical justification

	1
	Development of guidelines for the detection and analysis of LMOs
	[bookmark: _GoBack]There is the need for the development of guidelines for the detection and analysis of LMOs. Immediate detection of LMOs at ports of entry is of paramount importance prior to their analysis in the laboratory. This enables quick decision- making on the importation of LMOs

	2
	Development of a database for the NBMA
	A database for NBMA which will appropriately be linked to NBMA website(access restricted to database operators) will ensure efficient accessibility of Biosafety information




D. Please share your views on perceived gaps in existing guidance materials

	
	Perceived gaps
	Views

	1
	In the National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA) Act 2015, there is absence of information as to whose responsibility it is to monitor the flow chain of approved GMOs from permit holders (commercial release permit holders) to GM farmers.
	There should be a designation either to the NBMA or to permit holders to monitor the use of GM seeds and grains sold out commercially. This is to ensure compliance with the provisions of the NBMA Act

	2
	Under the Risk Assessment and Risk Management Part of the NBMA Act, there is absence of information on what happens to incomplete applications as it relates to stopping the clock.
	Ideally, it is the obligation of applicants to provide complete/further information in applications upon request by the National Competent Authority (NCA). At this point, the clock stops.  There should be an information on what happens to such applications-whether to stop the clock or outright refusal

	3
	In the Risk Assessment section of Biosafety Permit Document which requires information on adequate risk mitigation procedures and contingency plans, there is absence of a subsection which requires the applicant to submit information on the mechanism of monitoring of the use of approved GMO seeds and grains which are sold to GM farmers
	In the risk assessment submitted by applicants during submission, there should also be a mechanism to trace the use of LMOs proposed for, by GM farmers, after permit has been granted.

	4
	Roles of National Focal Points(NFP for Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety(CPB) and Biosafety Clearing House      (BCH)) as it relates to Biosafety administration have not been clearly stated in the Nigeria National Biosafety Framework
	Roles of NFP for CPB and BCH should be clearly stated in guidance materials



