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Comments on the Technical Series on Synthetic Biology


	Page #
	Line #
	Comment

	0
	0
	This is an example of an entry of a general comment

	3
	6
	This is an example of a specific comment on Page 3, Paragraph (or line) 6

	96
	13
	Delete “a range” – these words appear twice

	96
	20-21
	Replace these lines with the following text: 

In 2020, the WHO organized three dialogues on dual use research of concern with academies, councils, science editors and publishers and research donors to discuss and learn about current activities and challenges in this area. Since the beginning of 2021, the WHO is developing a Global Guidance Framework for the Responsible Use of Life Sciences with a view to updating guidance in this area of work, particular in light of advances in the life sciences since 2010. The Framework will be aimed at providing Member States and other stakeholders with options to promote the responsible use of the life sciences and to protect against the potential risks caused by accidents and misuse.


	98-99
	0
	JK: It is good to see that a section on genetically modified mosquitoes and extracts from the WHO position statement are included. I would suggest that this section is slightly expanded to add information on the recently revised framework for the evaluation of this technology, which was published last week. Links to the press release and the document itself are provided below:

Press release: https://www.who.int/news/item/19-05-2021-who-issues-new-guidance-for-research-on-genetically-modified-mosquitoes-to-fight-malaria-and-other-vector-borne-diseases

Framework: https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240025233


	98-99
	24-34
	IHR: Replace these lines with the following text: 

The International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) provide an overarching legal framework that defines countries’ rights and obligations in handling public health events and emergencies that have the potential to create cross-border impacts.
 
The IHR are an instrument of international law that is legally-binding on 196 countries, including the 194 WHO Member States. They create rights and obligations for countries, including the requirement to report public health events. The Regulations also outline the criteria to determine whether or not a particular event constitutes a “public health emergency of international concern”[1]. The IHR's all-hazard approach to information sharing (encompassing events and hazards not limited to the health sector) helps to protect countries from risks that cannot be controlled at the national level or by the health sector alone[2].
 
In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, a comprehensive review of the functioning of the International Health Regulations (2005), including provisions for declaring and managing a public health emergency of international concern, is underway. A Review Committee on the Functioning of the International Health Regulations (2005) during the COVID-19 Response[3] was convened by the WHO Director-General on 8 September 2020, at the request of Member States in resolution WHA73.1 (2020) [4], in line with Article 50 of the IHR. The Committee sought to answer key questions relating to the functioning of the IHR during the COVID-19 pandemic and formulated 40 recommendations in 10 key areas. Among these recommendations, noting the growing importance of genomic sequencing for outbreak alert and response, the committee proposes that “WHO should develop options to strengthen, and where appropriate, build global genomic sequencing infrastructure with a view to maximizing this critical technology as a component of future pandemic preparedness and response.[5]” New sequencing technology could be useful for the rapid development of appropriate diagnostics, treatment and vaccines; it could help to track the course of outbreaks and identify emerging variants; finally, if combined with genomic surveillance in the animal, food and environmental sectors, it could allow for a better understanding of the potential for spillover of zoonotic diseases and can enable better preparedness and response to emerging diseases.
 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has also raised awareness of the need to improve prevention preparedness and response against possible or evolving public health emergencies of biological origin, whether natural, accidental or deliberate. In this regard, enhancing coordinated and mandate-based approach among and beyond UN entities to anticipate, assess and mitigate biorisks has become critical. Cooperation among UN entities based on trust and understanding of roles and responsibilities as well as capacities and capabilities is key to success in crisis-response, especially during situations characterized by great uncertainty. In light of this, the World Health Organization (WHO) with the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) are co-leads of the United Nations Biorisk Working Group (UN-BRWG)[6]. The UN-BRWG was created to foster coherence and coordination within the UN to respond to natural, accidental and deliberate biological events. Its purpose is not to create a new mechanism/organization but to bring together policy/normative and technical expertise to harmonize and further develop a clear understanding of capacities, mechanisms, and roles and responsibilities within the UN system in order to strengthen the international community’s response to biorisk and improve the prevention of and preparedness for the deliberate use of biological pathogens, which may include the use of components, organisms and products resulting from synthetic biology techniques for hostile purposes.
 



[1] https://www.who.int/health-topics/international-health-regulations#tab=tab_1
[2] https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/international-health-regulations/event-reporting-and-review/reporting-events 
[3] https://www.who.int/teams/ihr/ihr-review-committees/covid-19.
[4] The World Health Assembly resolution WHA73.1 requested the WHO Director-General, inter alia, to initiate a stepwise process of impartial, independent and comprehensive evaluation of the WHO-coordinated international health response to COVID-19, including by using existing mechanisms such as the Review Committee under the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR).
[5] Report of the Review Committee on the Functioning of the International Health Regulations (2005) during the COVID-19 response (A74/9 Add.1).
[6] https://www.un.org/disarmament/unoda-continues-its-mission-on-covid-19/


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”





Please submit your comments to secretariat@cbd.int.
